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'Tfie Eobusher to the Reader.* 


• • * 

^ T* a ' time p)hen Free - Mafonry flqurijhes in the , 

4 two/? eminent degree % all over the face of the , 

globe ; when brotherly love prevails ,• more particularly 9 • 

• » • 
i/i empire , thdh if any former period; witnfs \he * 

grand* edifices ereSed irtLonddn , Edinburgh 

ejlablifhment of* the Rvydl Cumberland School for • 

• • 

the educating and maintaining the female Orphans of , \ 

. Free-Mafons) in fhort, when the blejjings of liberty ^ • 

( hitherto the . boajled birthright of Brittyns alone ) begins * ; 

0 e ® 

<o extend itfelf throughout .Europe, a 'publication of. 
this nature feems immediately ^necejf ary and applicable : 

• W * * ♦ 

* yhe editor, theref ire humbly prefumes to ojfef thefol- 

. lowing 
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" • • . 

* lowing pork to the patronage of the Fraternity, which 

fie refpettfully lays before them and the world . • . 


• • 9 • 

The Sufferings of Mr. John Couftos, in the horrid 
# • , • * * • 
9 ’ Inquifition iy, Portugal, where he underwent the mofi 

t • ■ • * 

' % . iruel tortures , fooiter them divulge the fecrets of the 

*• • • • . 

. * . ROYAL ART ,*was thought by many of his d>rother$ 

9 • • • # 

# Y tuWm Editor* confulted,) a proper prefeitt for tvery . 

♦ candidate for the honour of the Miferies of the Craft, 

V # as welt # as a very acceptable companion to thofe 

f already of the 'Fraternity* * * 


* # Tlie i r a c t s 'annexed \av? met the approbation 

of almofi • every one to whom they have # iee/i* Ji/6- 

*• • •? ‘ * • • * • 

'putted, and if they meet a general acctptatiqp, the 

' publi/her will , in Jiimfelf, be highly gratified and amply 


** • 


requited . 


TO* 
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DUJjfE OF CUMBEJlLAjrD<JND STRATHERN, 

. EARL of DUBLIN, KNIGHT of the-GARTER, 

* VuiRAl Of THE WHt’T.E, 

• . . . * s • 

RANGER PF WIN?OR GREAT.PAR^* 

m * _ • • 

. ••'awd % • . 

•• GRAND 'M A ^ T 'E R • • 

* # * * 

„ O F T if * 

• • 

ANTIENT*AND HONOURABDE^QCIET^ 

i • 

* ..Of * * 

F R E E.AN'D ACCEPTED MASQN'S, 

• • • • 

TH^SiVOLUHE IS, • . 

• . « 

•With the m^ft profound Refpefi^fcfccated, * 

. ‘ BySir, ’ ’ # ‘ 

Your Royal Highnefsjp 

• * ' ■ , • 

•True and Faithful Brother, 

•«. * * 

*• And ttfbft humble Servant, • 
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INTRODUCTION. 


!K CAN juftly affirm, that it was not vanity 
that induced me to publifti the following 
accurate and faithful relation of my fufferings 
in the Inquifition of L i s b o n. A ftrong de- 
fire to juftify myfelf with regard to the falfe 
accufations brought by that tribunal againft 
me ; as well as againft the brotherhood of Free- 
Mafons, of which I have the honour to be a 
member, were the chief motives for my taking 
up the pen. To this I will add, that I was very 
willing the whole world fhould receive all the 
lights and informations I was capable of giv- 
ing it, concerning the (hocking injuftice, and 
the horrid cruelties exercifed in the pretended 
holy office. Perfons who live in countries 
where this tribunal is had in abomination, 
will, from the perufal of the following (heets, 
have frefh caufe to blefs providence, for not 
fixing their abode among the Spaniards, the 
Portugueze, or the Italians. 

A Such 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Such of my readers as may happen to go" 
and refide in countries where this barbarou' 
tribunal is eftablifhed, will here find very fa- 
falutary inftrudfions for their condu&; and, 
confequently, be lefs liable to fall into the 
hands of the unrelenting Inquiiitors. 

Thofe who, fpite of all the precautions taken 
by them, may yet have the fad misfortune to 
become their innocent vidlims, will here be 
taught to avoid the fnares laid, in order to ag- 
gravate the charge brought againft them. Thefe 
fnares ought the more to be guarded againft, 
as they are but too often fpread by the Inqui- 
fitors, merely to give a fpecious air of juftice 
and equity to their iniquitous profecutions. 

Tor this Reafon, I fhall firft give an impar- 
tial relation of my own profecution and fuffer- 
ings, on account of my being a Free-Mafon. I 
fhall add, for the fatisfadtion of the curious, a 
fuccindt hiftoryof the pretended holy office; its 
origin; its eftablifhment in France, Italy, Spain 
and Portugal; the manner how it grafped, by 
infenfible degrees, the fupreme authority now 

exercifect 
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INTRODUCTION. 3 

exercifed by it, not only againft thofe confider- 
cd by it as heretics, but even againft Roman 
Catholics: how prifoners are proceeded againft; 
the tortures infli&ed on them, in order to extort 
aconfeflion; the execution of perfons fentenced 
to die; with an accurate defcription of the Auto 
da Fe, or gaol delivery, as we may term it; to- 
gether with the fufferings of many perfons who 
fell victims to this tribunal. I likewife will add 
a plan of the houfe of the Inquifition at Lifbon, 
in which I was confined fixteen months, and 
whence I was removed to the galley, as it is 
called, in that city. I will defcribe this Por- 
tugueze galley ; and the manner how prifoners 
are lodged and treated ip both thofe places. 

I fhall conclude with a comparifon between 
the methods employed by the primitive church, 
in order to fupprefs herefy, and convert here- 
tics; and thofe now made ufe of by the Inqui- 
fitors (under the cloak of religion) indifcrimi- 
nately towards all mankind, for the fame purpofe, 
as they pretend. I fhall relate what I myfelf 
was eye-witnefs of ; and will annex the remarks 
«f many ill-fated Roman Catholics, who, as 
A 2 well 
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well as myfelf, were the innocent vi&ims to this 
dreadful tribunal. 

I fhall think it a happinefs, if the relation 
which I now offer fhould be found of ufe to the 
public ; and fhall confider it as a IH11 greater, in 
cafe it may help to open the eyes of thofe, who, 
hurried on by an indifcreet, or rather blind. 
teal, think it a meritorious Work, in the fight 
of heaven, to perfecnte all perfons whofe reli- 
gious principles differ from theirs. 

In order >to give the reader all the proof pof- 
fible, in the nature of the thing, that I have 
really undergone the tortures mentioned in, the 
following account of my fufferings, I {hewed 
the marks ftill remaining on my arms and legs, 
to Dr. Hoadly, Mr. Hawkins, and Mr. Cary, 
furgeons: and I think myfelf particularly 
obliged to thefe gentlemen, for the leave they 
have igiven me to affine the public, lihey were 
quite fatisfied that the marks muft have been 
theeffed of very great violence; and that, in 
their fituation, they correfpond exa&ly to the 
description of the torture. 

t h s 
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THE 

HISTORY 

Of THE 

SUFFERINGS of JOHN C OUST 05, 

IS T H 1 

INQUISITION -at LISBON. 


T Am a native of Berne in Switzerland, and a 
•*■ lapidary by prdfeffion . In 17 1 6 , my father 
came, with ins whole family, to London ; and 
asheprcrpofed to ’fettle in England, he got him- 
felf natwaflfeefl there. 

After living twertty^tw© years in that city, J 
went, at ‘the felicitation of a Friend, to Paris, 
in ; order ‘to work in the galleries of the Louvre. 
Five years after l I felt this capital, and removed 
to Lifbon, in hopes df finding an opportunity 
df going'to BnSil, where I flattered myfelf that 

1 fhould 
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John Coustos’ Sufferings 

I fhould make my fortune. But the king of 
Portugal, whom I addreffed in order to obtain 
permiflion for this purpofe, being informed of 
my profelfion, and the (kill I might have in 
diamonds, &c. his majefty, by the advice of 
his council, refufed my petition, upon the fup- 
pofition that it would be no ways proper to 
fend a foreigner, who was a lapidary, into a 
country abounding with immenfe treafures, 
whofe value the government endeavours, by all 
means poflxble, to conceal, even from the in- 
habitants 

Whilft I was waiting for an anfwer, from 
court, to my petition, I got acquainted with 
feveral fubftantial jewellers, and other perfons 
of credit, in Lilbon; who made me the kindeft 
and moft generous offers, in cafe I would refide 
among them, which I accepted, after having 
loft all hopes of going to Brafil. 1 now was 
fettled in the above-mentioned city, equally to 
the fatisfa&ion of my friends, my employers, 
and myfelf ; having a profpeft of gaining where- 
withal, not only to fupport my family with de- 
cency, but alfo to lay up a competency for old 

age, 
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in the INQUISITION. 7 

age, could I but have efcaped the cruel hands of 
the Inquifitors. 

I muft obferve, by the way, that the Inqui- 
fitors have ufurped fo formidable a power in 
Spain and Portugal, that the monarchs of thofe • 
kingdoms are no more, if I may be allowed the 
expreffion, than as their chief fubje&s. Thofe 
tyrants do not fcruple to incroach fo far on the 
privilege of kings, as to flop, by their own 
authority, at the poft-office, the letters of all 
whom they take it into their heads to fufpeit. 
In this manner I myfelf was ferved, a year be- 
fore the Inquifitors had ordered me to be feized; 
the defign of which, I fuppofe, was to fee, , 
whether among the letters of my correfpon- 
dents, fome mention would not be made of 
Free-Mafonry ; I paffing , for one of the moft 
zealous members of that art, which they refolved 
to perfecute, upon pretence that enormous 
crimes were committed by its profeffors. How- 
ever, though the Inquifitors did not find, by 
one of my intercepted letters, that Free-Ma- 
fonry either flruck at the Romifh religion, or 
tended to difturb the government; . dill. they. 

were 
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were not faitisfied, but refolved to fet every 
engine at work, in order to difcover the myf- 
teries and fecrets of Mafonry. For this purpofe, 
they concluded! that it would be proper to feize 
one of the chief Free-Mafons in Lifbon ; and 
accordingly I was pitched) upon, as being the 
matter of a lodge ; they Kkewife caft their eye 
on a warden, an intimate friend of mine, Mr. 
Alexander James Meuton, a diamond cutter, 
born in Paris, and a RomaniS. He had been 
fettled fix years, before his feizure, at Lifbon, 
in which city he was a houfe-keeper; and where 
his integrity, (kill, and behaviour were fuch, 
as gained him the approbation of all to whom 
he was known. 

The reader is to be informed, that our lodges, 
in Lifbon, were not kept at taverns, &c. but 
alternately at the private houfes of chofen 
friends. In thefe we ufed to dine together, and 
pra&ife the fecrets of Free-Mafonry. 

As we did not know that our art was forbid 
in Portugal, we were fbon difcovered by the 
barbarous 2eal of a lady, who declared, at con- 

feflion. 
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in the INQUISITION. 9 

feffion, that we were Free-Mafons; that is, in 
her opinion, monfters in nature, who perpe- 
trated the moft Chocking crimes. This difcovery 
immediately put the vigilant officers of the In- 
quifiton upon the fcent after us ; on which oc- 
caiion my friend Mr. Mouton fell the firft 
victim, he being feized in manner following. 

A jeweller and goldfmith, who was a familiar 
of the holy office, fent a friend, (a Free-Mafon 
alfo) to Mr. Mouton ; upon pretence that he 
wanted to fpeak with him, about mending a 
diamond weighing four carrats. They agreed 
upon the price ; but as this was merely an arti- 
fice, in order for our familiar to know the per- 
fon of the faid Mouton, he put him off for two 
days; upon pretence that he muft firft enquire of 
the owner of the diamond, whether he approved 
of the price fettled between them. 

I happened to be at that time with Mr. 
Mouton ; a circumftance which gave the higheft: 
joy to the jeweller ; finding that he had got a 
fight, at one and the fame time, of the very two 
B Free- 


Lizeri hy Gong 



jo Jo H(N piCWJ s Tos’ Sufferings 

Free-Mafons whom the Inquisitors were de- 
termined ;tp fejze. 


At our taking leave, he defired us to come 
together, at tire time appointed, to which we 
both agreed. The Jeweller then made his re- 
port to the Inquifitors, who ordered him to 
feize us, when we Ihould return about the dia- 
mond in queftion. 

T.wo days being.elapfed, and my bufinefe not 
permitting me to accompany Mr. Mouton, he 
went alone to the jeweller, to fetch the diamond, 
-winch was computed to be worth an hundred 
moidor.es. The firft queftion the jeweller aQted, 
after the ufual compliments, was, “ Where is 
“ your friend Couftos?” — As this jeweller had 
before fhown me fome precious ftones, which 
he pretended I fhould go to mode upon , Mr. 
Mouton, imagining he was defirous of putting 
.them inftantly into my hands, replied : “ That 
“ I was upon ’.Change ; and that, if he thought 
“ proper, he would go and fetch me.” How- 
over, as tins familiar, and five fubaltern officers 
of the Inquifition, who were along with him, 

were 
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we're afraid of lofirig half their prey ; they in- 
veigled Mr. Mouton into the back Chop, upon 
pretence of aflcing his opinion concerning certain 
rough diamonds. After feveral figns and words 
had paffed between them, the oldeft of the' 
company riling up, faid, he had fomething par- 
ticular to communicate to Mr. Mouton ; upon 
which he took him behind a curtain ; when, en- 
quiring his name and firname, he’ told him that 
he was his prifoner, in the king’s name. 

Being fenfible that he had not committed any 
crime for which he could incur his Portugtreze 
majefty’s difpleafure, he gave up his fwbrd the' 
moment it was demanded of Him. Immediately 1 
feveral tfufty officers of the Inquifitiort, called 
familiars, fell upon- him to prevent His efcaping : 
they then commanded him not to make the lead; 
noife, and began to feardi him. This being 
done, and' fihding he had no weapons, they 
afked whether he was defirous of knowing in 
whofe name he had been feized? Mr. Mouton 
anfweted in the affirmative’: “ We feiae you 
“ (faid they) in the name of the Inquifition ; 
4 ‘ and, in its name* we forbid you to fpeak, or 

B 2 “ murmur 
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“ murmur ever fo little.” Saying thefe words, 
a door at the bottom of the jeweller’s Ihop, and 
which looked into a narrow bye-lane, being 
opened { the prifoner, accompanied by a cora- 
roiffary of the holy office, was thrown into a 
fmall chaife, where he was fo clofely fhut up, 
(it being noon day,) that no one could fee him. 
This precaution was ufed to prevent his friends 
from getting the leaft information concerning 
his imprifonment ; and confequently from ufing 
their endeavours to procure his liberty. 

Being come to the prifon of the Inquifition, 
they threw him into a dungeon, and there left 
him alone; without indulging him the fatisfac- 
tion they had promifed, which was, to let him 
fpeak, immediately upon his arrival, to the 
prefident of the holy office; to know from 
him, the reafon of his detainer. On the con- 
trary, they were fo cruel to Mr. Mouton’s repu- 
tation, as to fpread a report he was gone off 
with the diamond above-mentioned. But how 
greatly were every one of his friends furprifed 
and fhocked at this flander! As we all enter- 
tained the higheft idea of his probity, none of 

us 
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us would give credit to this vile report ; whence 
we unanimoufly agreed, after duly weighing 
this matter, to go in a body to the jeweller, 
who was the owner of the diamond, and offer 
him the full payment of it; firmly perfuaded, 
that nothing but the moft fatal and unexpected 
accident could have made him difappear thus 
fuddenly, without giving fome of his friends 
notice of it. However, the jeweller refiifed 
our offer in the politeft manner ; affuring us at 
the fame time, that the owner of the diamond 
was fo wealthy a man, that the lofs of it would 
be but a trifle to him. 

But as truth frequently breaks through all the 
veils with which falfehood endeavours to cloud 
her; this generofity in perfons to whom we 
were, in a great meafure, ftrangers, made us 
fufpeCt fome iniquitous, dark a < 51 . Our con- 
jecture appeared but too well grounded, from 
the fevere perfecution that was immediately 
raifed againft the Free-Mafons ; I myfelf being 
feized four days after. 


I perhaps 
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I perhaps fhould have efcaped their mercilefs 
jaws, had I not been betrayed, in the mod 
barbarous manner, by a Portuguese friend 1 of 
mine, as I falfely fuppofed him to be; and 
whom the holy office had ordered to watch me 
narrowly. This man feeing me in a coffee- 
houfe, the 5th of March, 1 742-3, between nine 
and ten at night; went and gave notice thereof 
to nine officers of the Inquifition, who were 1 
lying in wait for me, with a chaife, near that 
place. 

I was in the utmoft confufion, when, at my 
going out of the coffee-houfe with two friends, 
the above officers feized me only. Their pre- 
tence for this was, that I had paffed my- word 
for the diamond which Mr. Mouton had ixm 
away> with : that I muft certainly be his accom-< 
plice, fince I had engaged my friends to offer to 
pay for the diamond; all which (added they). 
I muft have done in no other view than to con- 
ceal my villany. It was to no purpofe that I 
alledged a thoufand things in my own juftifica- 
tion. Immediately the wretches took away my 
fword>; hand-cuffed me; forced me into a chaife 

drawn 
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drawn by two mules ; and in this condition I 
was hurried away to the prifon of the Inquifi- 
tion. 

But, fpite of thefe feverities, and their com- 
manding me not to open my lips, I yet called 
aloud to one of my friends (Mr. Richard) who 
had been at the coffee-houfe with me, and was 
a Free-Mafon ; conjuring him to give notice to 
all the reft of our brethren and friends, of my 
being feized by command of the holy office, in 
order that they might avoid the misfortune 
which had befallen me, by going voluntarily to 
the Inquifitors, and accufing themfelves. 

I muft take notice, that the Inquifitors very 
feldom caufe a perfon to be feized in broad 
daylight, except they are almoft fure that he will 
make no ; noife nor refiftance. This is a cir- 
cumftance they obferve very ftri&ly, as is evi- 
dent from the manner in which they took Mr. 
Mouton. Farther, they frequently make ufe 
of the king^s name and authority on thefe oc~ 
cations, to feme and difarm the pretended cri- 
minal, who is afraid to difobey the orders he 

hears 
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hears pronounced. But as darknefs befriends 
deeds of viilany, the Inquifitors, for this reafon, 
ufually caufe their vidiims to be fecured in the 
nights 

T|ie Portugueze, and many foreigners, are 
rfo apprehenfive of the finifter accidents which 
often happen at Lilbon in the night-time, efpe- 
. dally to a perfon who ventures out alone, that 
few are found in the ftreets of this city at a late 
hour. • * : 

I imagined myfelf fo fecure in the company 
of my .friends, that* I fhould not have been afraid 
of refilling the officers in queftion, had the. 
former lent me their affiftance. But unhap- 
pily for me, they were llruck with fuch a fudden 
panic, that every one of them fled; leaving 
me to the mercy of nine wretches, who fell 
.upon me in an inllant* , \ ; 

They then forced me to the prifon of the 
Inquifition, where I was delivered up to one 
of the officers of this pretended holy place* 
This officer prefently calling four, fubalterus, o.r 

guards, 
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guards, thefe took me to an apartment, till fuch 
time as notice fhould be given to the prefident of 
my being catched in their fnare. 

A little after, the above-mentioned officer 
coming again, bid the guards fearch me ; and take 
away all the gold, filver, papers, knives, fciffors, 
buckles, &c. I might have about me. They then 
led me to a lonely dungeon, expfeflly forbidding 
me to fpeak loud, or knock at the walls; but 
that, in cafe I wanted any thing, to beatagainft 
the door, with a padlock that hung on the out- 
ward door ; and which I could reach,' by thruft- 
ing my arm through the iron grates. It was 
then that, {truck with all the horrors of a place 
of which I had heard and read fuch baleful de- 
fcriptions, I plunged at once into the blackeft 
melancholy ; efpecially when I reflected on the 
dire confequences with which my confinement 
might very polfibly be attended. 

I pafled a whole day and two nights in thefe 
terrors, which are the more difficult to defcribe, 
as they were heightened at every little interval, 
by the complaints, the difmal cries, and hollow 
C groans 
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groans (echoing through this dreadful manfion) 
of feveral other pfifoners, my neighbours; and 
which the folemn filenee of the night made in- 
finitely more {hocking. It was now that time 
feemed to have loft all motion, and thefe 
threefcore hours appeared to me like fo many 
years. 

However, afterwards calling to mind, that 
grief would only aggravate my calamity, I en- 
deavoured to arm my foul with patience ; and 
to habituate myfelf, as well as I could, to woe. 
Accordingly I roufed my fpirits; and banifhing 
For a few moments, thefe dreadfully mournful 
ideas, I began to refle# ferioufty, on the me- 
thods howto extricate myfelf from this labyrinth 
of horrors. Myconfcioufnefs thatlhadnot com- 
mitted any crime which could juftly merit 
death, would now and then foften my pangs ; 
but immediately after, dreadful thoughts oVer- 
fpread my mind, when I imaged to myfelf 
the crying injuftice of which the tribunal, that 
was to judge me, is aecufed. 1 confidered 
that, being a proteftant, I fhould inevitably- 
feel, in its utmoft rigours, all that rage and 

barbarous- 
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b&rbarous zeal could infufe in the breaft of 
monks ; who cruelly gloried, in committing to 
the flames, great numbers of ill-feted vi&ims, 
whofe only cribae was their differing from them 
in religious opinions; or rather who were ob* 
noxious to thofe tygers, merely becaufe they 
thought worthily of human nature; and had, 
in the utmoft deteftation, thefe Romilh barba- 
rities, which are not to be paralleled in any 
other religion. 

Thefe apprehenfions, together with the re- 
flexions which reafon fuggefted to me, via. that 
it would be highly incumbent on me to calm 
the tumult of my fpirits, in order to prevent 
my felling into the fnares which my judges 
would not fail, to fpread round me; either by 
giving them an Opportunity of pronouncing me 
guilty, or by forcing me to apoftatize from the 
religion in which I was born; thefe things, I 
fay, worked fo ftrongly on my mind, that, from 
this moment, I devoted my whole thoughts to 
the means of my juftification. This I made fo 
familiar to myfelf, that I was perfuaded neither 
the partiality of my judges ; nor the dreadful 
C 2 ideas 
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ideas I had entertained of their cruelty, could 
intimidate me, when I Ihould be brought be- 
fore them ; which I accordingly was, in a few 
days, after having been Ihaved, and had my 
hair cut by their order, 

I now was led, bare-headed, to the prefident 
and four Inquifitors, who, upon my coming 
in, bid me kneel down, lay my right hand on 
the bible; and fwear, in the prefence of Al- 
mighty God, that I would fpeak truly with re- 
gard to all the queftions they Ihould afk me. 
Thefe queftions were; my chriftian and fir- 
names; thofe of my parents; the place of my 
birth, my profeflion, religion, and how long I 
had refided in Lifbon, This being done, they 
addreffed me as follows : — ‘ Son, you have 

* offended and fpoke injurioufly of the holy of- 

* fice, as we know from very good hands ; for 

* which reafon we exhort you to make a con- 

* feflion of, and to accufe yourfelf of the feve- 

* ral crimes you may have committed, from 

* the time you was capable of judging between 

* good and evil, to thp prefent moment. In 

* doing this, you will excite the companion of 

‘ this 
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* this tribunal, which is ever merciful and kind 

* to thofe who fpeak the truth.’ 

It was then they thought proper to inform 
me, that the diamond mentioned in the former 
pages, was only a pretence they had employed, 
in order to get an opportunity of feizing me. 
I now befought them, ‘ To let me know the 
4 true caufe of my imprifonment; that, having 

* been born and educated in the proteftant re- 
1 ligion, I had been taught, from my infancy, 
‘ not to confefs myfelf to men, but to God, 
‘ who, as he only can fee into the inmoft recef- 

* fes of the human heart, knows the fincerity 
‘ or infincerity of the finner’s repentance, who 

* confefled to him; and being his creator, it 

* was he only could abfolve him.’ 

The reader will naturally fuppofe, ^that they 
were no ways fatisfied with myanfwer; — ‘They 

* declaring, that it would be indifpenfably ne- 
4 ceflary for me to confefs myfelf, what religion 
4 foever I might be of; otherwife, that a con- 
4 feflion would be forced from me, by the ex- 

4 pedients 
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* pedients the holy office employed for that 

* purpofe,* 

, To this I replied, * That I had never fpoke 

* in my life againft the Romiffi religion; that I 

* had behaved in fuch a manner, ever Cnee my 
4 living at Lifbon, that I could not be juftly ac- 
.*• cufed of faying or doing any thing contrary 

* to the laws of the kingdom, either as to fpi- 

* rituals or temporals, that I had alfo imagined 

* the holy office took cognizance of none but 

* thofe perfons who were guilty of facrilege, 
_ 4 blafphemy, and fuch like crimes, whofe de- 
4 light is to depreciate and ridicule the myfte- 

* ries received in the Romiffi church, but of 
4 which I was no ways guilty.’ They then re,- 
manded me back to my dungeon, after exhort- 
ing me to examine my confcience. 

Three days after, they fent for me, to inter- 
rogate me a fecond time. The firft queftion 
they aiked was; 4 Whether I had carefully look- 
4 ed into my conscience* purfuant to their in- 
1 jundion.’ I replied, 4 That after carefully 
4 reviewing all the paft tranfa&ions of my life, 

* I did 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



in the INQUISITION.' 23 

* I did not remember my having faid or done 

* any thing that could juftly give offence to the 

* holy office ; that from my moft tender youth, 

* my parents, who had been forced to quit 

* France for their religion ; and who knew, by 

* fad experience, how highly it concerns every 
4 one that values his eafe, never to converfe 
4 on religious fubje<fts, in certain countries; 

‘ that my parents, (I fay) had advifed me ne- 
‘ ver to engage in difputes of this kind, fince 
1 they ufually embittered the minds of the con- 
4 tending parties, rather than reconciled them ; 

* farther, that I belonged to a fociety, com- 
4 pofed of perfons of different religions; one of 
4 the laws of which fociety expreffly forbid its 
4 members ever to difpute on thofe fubjedts up- 
4 on a conliderable penalty.’ As the Inquifitors 
confounded the word fociety with that of reli- 
gion ; I affured them, 4 that this' fociety could 
4 be confidered as a religious one, no other- 
4 wife than as it obliged its feveral members to 
4 live together in charity and brotherly love, 
4 how widely foever they might differ in religi- 
4 ous principles. — They then enquired, how 

* this fociety was called?’ — I replied* — ‘ That 

4 if 
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* if they had ordered me to be feized, becaufe f 

* was one of its members, I would readily tell 

* them its name : I thinking myfelf not a little 

* honoured in belonging to a fociety, which 
1 boafted feveral chriftian kings, princes, and 

* perfons of the higheft quality among its 
1 members; and that I had been frequently in 

* company with fome of the latter, as one of 
‘ their brethren.’ 

Then one of the Inquifitors alked me, ‘ Whe- 

* ther the name of this fociety was a fecret?’ I 
anfwered, ‘ that it was not; that I could tell 

* it them in French or Englifh, but was not able 

* to tranflate it into Portugueze.’ Then all of 
them fixing, on a fudden, their eyes attentive- 
ly on me, repeated, alternately, the words 
Free-Mafon, or Franc-Mai on. From this in- 
flant I was firmly perfuaded, that I had been 
imprifoned folely on account of Mafonry. 

They afterwards alked, ‘ What were the con- 

* ftitutions of this fociety.’ I then fet before 
them, as well as I could, ‘ the ancient tradi- 
1 tions relating to this noble art, of which (I 

* told 
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f told them) James VI. king of Scotland,* had 
‘ declared himfelf the protedfcor, and encou- 
‘ raged his fubjefts to enter among the Free- 

* Mafons: that it appeared, from authentic 
4 manufcripts, that the kings of Scotland had 
4 lo great a regard for this honourable fociety, 

4 on account oftheftrong proofs its members 
1 had ever given of their fidelity and attach- 
4 ment ; that thofe monarchs eftablilhed the 

* cuftom among the brethren, of faying, when- 
‘ ever they drank, God preferve the king and the 
4 brotherhood: that this example was foon fol- 
4 lowed by the Scotch nobility and the clergy; 

4 who had fo high an efteem for the brother- 
4 hood, that moft of them entered into the 
4 fociety. 

4 Th^t it appeared from other traditions, 
4 that the kings of Scotland had frequently 
4 been grand inafters of the Free-Mafons; and 
4 that, when, the kings were not fuch, the fo- 
4 ciety were impowered to eleft, as grand 

■ * The confutations of the Free-Mafons, &c. for the ufe 
of the lodges, by Dr. Anderfon, page 38, London, 1723. 
Some other paflages here, are taken from the lame work. 

D • Matter, 
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* Matter, one of the nobles of the country, 

* who had a penfion from the fovereign; and 
*- received;, at his ele&ion, a gift from every 
4 Free-Mafon in Scotland/ 

... a 

I Hkewife told them; ‘ That queen $loaa-* 
y heth, afcending the thrOBe of England, at a 
t time, that the kingdom war greatly divided by 
4 factions and dabbing interefts; and taking 
umbrage at the various aflbmblies of great 
‘ number* of her ibbjerfts, not knowing the 
i defigns of tbofe meeting*; ihe refidved to 
4 fnpprefs the affembHes of the Free-Mafons i 
t r however, that, before her ^i^jeSby proceeded 
i:tn this extremity, ihe commanded fame of 

* her fubjedls to enter into this fociety* among 
4 whom was the archbiihop of Canterbury, pri- 
V mate of her kingdom: that thefe, obeying 
11 the queen’s orders, gave her fo very advan- 
1 tageou* a character, of the- fidelity of the 

* Free-Mafora, ; as removed, -at- once, aif her 
1 inajpfty s fo^itiohs- and pphticftl tears ; do 
4 that the fociety have, ever J5nc^> that time, 
*■ enjoyed in Great Britain, and: the places fub~ 
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* je& tbit, allthe liberty they could wifh for, 

* and Which they have never once abufed.' 

They afterwards enquired, * What was the 

* tendency of this fociety?’— I replied : * Every 

* Free-Mafon is obliged, at his admiffion, to 

* take an oath, on the holy gofpel, that he will 
4 befaithful lothi king; and neVer enter into 
4 Jmy plot or confpiracy againft hie facred per^ 

4 ion, or againft the country where he refidesi 
‘ and that he WiB pay obt diene* to the magi£ 

4 txatee appointed by the mohasxh.' 

I nefct dbdared , 4 That charity was the fbun- 
4 datkm, and the foul, as it Were, of the fo* 

4 ciety; as it Hnked together the feveral indivi*- 
4 duals of it, by the tye of fraternal love; and 

* made it an indifpeftfable duty to affift, in the 
4 moft charitable manner* Without diftinftion 
4 of religion, aH fuch neceffitous perfons as 
4 were found true ebje&s of compiffion.’ — - It 
was then they called tne liar; declaring, 4 that 
4 it Was impoflible this fbeiety IhouKt ptofefs 
4 the pnsftice of fuch g'ood nuntims, and yet be 
4 fo very jealous of its ferrets as to exclude 

D 2 4 women 
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‘ women from it.’ The judicious reader will 
perceive, at once, the weaknefs of this inference,' 
which perhaps would be found but too true, 
were it applied to the inviolable fecrecy observ- 
ed by this pretended holy office, in all its ac-* 
tions. 

i 

They presently gave orders for my being 
conveyed into another deep dungeon; the de- 
fign of which, I fuppofe, was to terrify me com- 
pletely; and here I continued Seven weeks. It 
will be naturally fuppofed, that I now was over- 
whelmed with grief. I will confefs, that I then 
gave myfelf up entirely for loft; andhad no re- 
source left but in the Almighty, whofe aidlim- 1 - 
plored continually with the utmoft fervency. ; 

During my ftay in this miserable dungeon, I 
was taken three times before the Inquifitors; 
The firft thing they made me do, was, torfwear 
on the bible, that I would not reveal the Secrets 
of the Inquifition; but declare the truth with 
regard to all.fuch queftions as they Should put 
to me: . they added, * That it was their firm 
.* opinion that Mafonry could not be founded 

* on 
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♦ on fuch good principles as I, in my fbrmet 

* interrogatories, had affirmed; and -that, : if 
4 this fociety of Free-Mafons was fo .virtuous as 
1 I pretended, there was no occaiion of theit 
1 concealing, fo very induftrioufly, the fecrets 
4 of it.* 

I told them, 4 That as fecrecy * naturally 
4 excited curiofity, this prompted great num- 

4 bers 

* One of the principal parts that makes a man be deem- 
ed wife, is his intelligent ftrength and ability to cover and 
conceal fuch honeft fecrets as are committed to him, as 
yrell as his own ferious affairs. And whoever will perufe 
facred and profane hiftory, fhall find a great number of 
virtuous attempts (in peace and war) that never reached 
their defigned ends, through defe<ft of fecret concealment ; 
and yet, befides fuch unhappy prevention, infinite evils 
have thereby enfued. But before all other examples, let us 
confider that which excels all the reft derived even from 
God himfelf. Who fo cfpecially preferves his own fecrets 
to himfelf, never letting any man know what fhould happen 
on the morrow ; nor could the wife men in ages paft, divine 
what fhould befall us in this age : whereby we may readily 
difcem that God himfelf is well pleafed with fecrecy. And 
although (for man’s good) the Lord has been pleafed to re- 
veal fome things, yet it is impoflible at any time to change 
or alter his determination, in regard whereof the reverend 

wife 
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* bersof perfonS to enter into this fociety ; that 
4 all the 'monies, given by tnembers, at their 
4 admiffion therein, wete employed in Wdrks 

* of; charity t that by the fccrets which the fe* 

* veral iaemhere pra&ifed, a true Mafon in* 

* ftantly knew whether a ftranger, whd Wduld 

* introduce himfelf into a lodge, was really a 
4 Free*Mafon« thit, wusitnot for fUchjJre- 

4 cautions-, 

Wife hi fen of ancient times, evermore affe&ed to perform 
their intentions fecrecy. 

The Athenians had a (tatue of brafs, Which they bowed 
to ; the figure was made without a tongue, t6 declare fe- 
crecy thereby. 

The femnts of tlancus are much chmmeftded, btcauft 
too tofmtirt could make them confers the feeitt Which their 
aaftef ifitrufled them With. 

Llkewffe the fervant of Cato the orator was cruelly tor* 
Itoetoted, hut toothing could male Him reveal .the fecrets of 
his. matter. 

Arittothe was demanded what thing appeared moft diffi- 
cult to him ; he anfwered, to be fecret and filent. 

To this pUrpofe St. Ambrote, ih his offices, placed among 
the principal foundations of virtue, the patient gift of fi- 

*““• ni 
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‘ cautions, this iociety would form confufed'af- 

* femblies of all forts of people, who, as they 
‘ were not obliged to pay obedience to did 
‘ orders, of the mailer of the lodge; it con^- 

* fequently would be impofiible to keep them 

* within the bounds of that decorum and good 

* manners, which are exadly obferved, upon 
1 certain penalties, hy all Free-MaCons. 


. * That 

The wife king Solomon fajfc in his proverbs, that a king 
ought not to drink wine, bpcaufe drunkennefe is an enemy 
to fecjrecy ; ap4» in hi* opinion, he is not worthy to reign 
that cannot keep hi? quo. fecret* ; be furthermore lays* that 
he which difeovers fee rets is a^tpraitpi* an^he which conceals 
them is a faithful brother : he lijcewife fays, that he that 
refraineth his tongue, keeps bis foul, 

Th$fefcn§e I a m, of opinion, thpt if feerccy and filence be 
duly. cw&4#e4, they will be found* moft neqelfery to qualify 
a man for any bnfipefs of importance : if this be granted, 
I am confident that no man will dare to difputc that Free- 
Kfafons are . Superior to afl other men, in concealing their 
Jeciet% from tbnq immemorial; which the power of gold, 
that; oftgn ha? b^tyed king* *nd. princes, and fome rimes 
overturned whole epipires, nor the moft cruel punilhmfnts 
could never extort the fecret (even) from the weake ft mem- 
ber of the whole fraternity. 
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4 That the reafon why women were exclud- 

* ed this fociety, was, to take away all occafion 

* for calumny and reproach, which would have 
been unavoidable, had they been admitted 

* into it. . Farther, that fince women had, ift 

* general, been always confidered as not very 
4 well qualified to keep a fecret; the founders 
*’ of the fociety of Free-Mafons, by their ex- 

* clufion of the other fex, thereby gave a fignal 
4 proof of their prudence and wifdom.’ 

They then infilled upon my revealing to 
them the fecrets of this art. — 4 The oath (fays 
4 I) taken by me at my admilfion, never to 
4 divulge them, dire<5tly or indirectly, will not 
4 permit me to do it; confcience forbids me; 
4 and I therefore hope your Lordfhips are too 
4 equitable to ufe compulfion.’ They declared, 
4 That my oath was as nothing ill ' their pre- 
4 fence, and that they would abfolve me from 
4 it.’ — Your Lordfhips (continued I) are very 
4 gracious ; but as. I. am firmly perfuaded, that 
4 it is not in the power of any being upon earth 
4 to free me from my oath, I am firmly de- 
4 termined never to violate it.' This was more 

than 
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than enough to make them remand me back 
to my dungeon, where, a few days after, I fell 
fick. 

1 

A phyfician was then fent, who finding me 
exceedingly ill, made a report thereof to the 
Inquifitors. Thrfe, upon their being inform- 
ed of it, immediately gave orders for my being 
removed from this frightful dungeon, into ano- 
ther, which admitted feme glimmerings of day 
light. They appointed; at the feme time, 
another prifoner to look after me during my 
ficknefs, which, very happily, was not of long 
continuance. 

•• , j 

Being recovered, 2 was again taken before 
the Inquifitors, who afked me feveral new 
queftions with regard to the fecrets of Mafoniy ; 
1 and whether, finte my abode in Lifbon, 1 
' had- received any Portugueze into the focie- 

* ty ?’-*-! replied, ‘ that I had not : that it was 

* true, indeed, that Don Emanuel de Stnjfej 

* Lord of GaHiaris, and Captain of the German 

* Guards, hearing that the perfon was af Lif- 

* bon, who had made the Duke de Villeroy a 

E * Free- 
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4 Frcc-Mafon by order of the French king 
* Lewis XV. Don Emanuel had delired Mr. de 
4 Chavigny, at that time minifter of France at 
4 the Portugueze court, to enquire for me : but 
4 that, upon my being told that the king of 
4 Portugal would not permit any of his fubje«5ts 
4 to be Free-Mafons, I had defired two of the 
‘ brethren to wait on Mr. de Calliaris above- 
4 mentioned, and acquaint him with my fears ; 
4 and to allure him, at the fame time, that, in 
4 cafe he could obtain the king's leave, I was 
4 ready to receive him into the brotherhood; I 
4 being refolved not to do any thing which 
4 might draw upon me the indignation of hi$ 
4 Portugueze majefty: that Mr. de Calliaris 
4 having a very ftrong defire to enter into our 
4 fociety, declared, that there was nothing*, in 
4 what I had obferved with regard to his ipa- 
jefty’s prohibition ; it being (added this no- 
4 bleman) unworthy of the regal dignity, to 
4 concern itfelf with fuch, trifles. However, 
4 being certain that I fpoke from very good, au- 
4 thority; and knowing- that Mr. de Calliaris 
4 was a nobleman of great oeconomy ; I found 
4 no other expedient, to difengage myfelf from 
, 4 him. 
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*■: him, than by afking fifty moidores for his re- 
‘ ception ; a demand which, I was perfuaded, 
‘ would foon leffen, or rather fupprefs at once, 

4 the violent defire he might have to enter into 

* the fociety of Free-Mafons,’ ! 

* To this one of the Inquifitors laid: — ‘ That' 
4 it was not only true that his Portugueze ma- 
*. jelly had forbid any of his fubje&s to be made 
1 FreerMafons; but that there had been fixed' 
‘ up, five years before, upon the doors of all 
*■ the churches in Lifbon, an order from Ins' 
‘ holinefs, ftri&ly enjoining the Portugueze in 
‘ general, not to enter into this fociety; and 

* even excommunicated all fuch as were then, 

1 or Ihould afterwards become members of it.’ 
-—Here I befought. them to confider, ‘ that if 

* I had committed any offence in pra&ifing 
*• Mafonry at Lifbon, it was merely through ig- 

* norance ; I having refided but two years in 
* . Portugal : that, farther, the circumftance juft ‘ 
‘ now mentioned by them, entirely deftroyed* 

* the charge brought againft me, viz. of my 
‘.being the perfon who had introduced Frefe- 
‘ Mafonry in Portugal.’ — They anfwered, ‘ that 

' ' E 2 ‘as 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



3$ Jo'HH Coust OS* Sufferings 

4 as I was one of the moft zealous partisans of 
this fociety, I could not but have heard, dur- 
ing dry abode in Lifbon, the orders iflued by 
4 the holy ft-tker.’ I filenced them, hy 4 the' 
4 comparifon I made between myfelf and a 
4 traveller, (a foreigner) who, going to their 
4 capital city,, and fpying two roads' leading to 
4 - it, one of which was. expxafsly forbid (upon 
\ pain of the fevereft puniflunent) to (hangers, 
V though without any indication or tokens 
4 . being let up for this purpofe; that this 
4 ft ranger, £ fay, fheuld thereby ftrike acoi- 
4 dentally, merely through ignorance, into the' 
4 ‘ forbidden road.* 

a. - 

They afterwards charged me with 4 drawing 
4 away Roman Catholics, of other nations, re^ 
4 fiding in Lifbon.’— I reptefented to -them, 
4 - that Roman Catholics muft fooner be infbwn- 
4 : ed of the pope’s injunftion than I, who. was 
4 a proteftant: that I was firmly of opinion, 
4 that the fovere orders iflued by the Roman 
4 pontiff, had not a little prompted many to 
4 enter among the Free-Mafons: that a man, 
‘ who waa looked upon as a heretic, was no 
. . 4 ways 
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‘ ways qualified- to win over perfons who cen- 
‘ fidcred him as fueh : that a Free-Mafon, who 
4 profeffed the RomHh religion, was, I prp- 
4 fumed, the only man fit to feduce and draw 
4 away others of the fame perfuafion with him- 
4 felf; to get into their confidence; and re- 
4 move fucceMilly fueh fcruples as might arife 
4 in their minds, both with regard to the in- 
4 jurions rep arts fpread concerning Mafonry, 

4 and. to the pope’s excommunication; of 
4 which, a vile heretic entertained an idea for 
4 ; different from that of the Romanics/ — They 
thenfcnt me back to my dungeon. 

. Being again ordered to be brought before 
the InquifitoTS, they infifted upon my letting 
them into the fecrets of Mafonry; threatening 
me, in cafe I did not comply. — I perfifted, as 
before, 4 in refilling to break my oath; and 
4 befought them, either- to write, or give or- 
4 decs for writing, to hie Portugneze majefty’s 
4 minifters both at London and Paris; to know 
4 from them, whether any thing was ever done 
4 in the aflembhes of the Free-Mafons, repug- 
4 nant to decency and morality ; to the delates 

4 of 
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‘ of the Romifh faith; or to the obedience 

* which every good chriftian owes to the in- 
*. junctions of the monarch, in whofe domi- 
‘ nions he lives.’ I obferved farther, ‘ that the 

king of France, who is the eldeft fon of the 
‘ church, and defpotic in his dominions, 
*• would not have bid his favourite enter into a 

* fociety profcribed by mother-church; had he 
1 not been firmly perfuaded that nothing was 1 
‘ tranfa&ed in their meetings, contrary to the 
\ Hate, to religion, and to the church.’ I af- 
terwards referred them to Mr. Dogood,- an’ 
Englifhman v vvho was bom a Roman jCatholie 
and a Free-Mafon. — This gentleman had tra- 
velled with, and -was greatly beloved by Don 
Pedro Antonio, the king’s favourite ; and who 
(I obferved farther) ‘ having fettled a lodge in 

* Lifbon fifteen years before, could acquaint 
v them, in cafe he . thought proper, with the 
‘ nature and fecrets of Mafonry.’ — The Inqui- 
fitors commanded me to be taken back to my 
difinal abode. 

Appearing again before them, they did not 
once mention the fecrets of Mafonry ; but took 

notice 
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notice that I, in one of my examinations, had 
faid, * that it was a duty incumbent on Free- 
‘ Mafons to affift the needy;’ upon which they 
aiked, ‘ whether I had ever relieved a> poor 
‘ object ? ’ — I named to them a lying-in woman, 
a Romanift, who being reduced to the extremes 
of mifery, and hearing that the Free-Maforis 
<were very liberal of their alms, (he addrefled 
herfelf to me, and I gave her a moidore. I 
added, ‘ that the convent of the Francifcans 
‘ having been burnt down, the fathers made a 

* gathering; and I gave them, upon the ex- 
*• change, three quarters of a moidore.” I de- 
clared farther, ‘ that a poor Roman Catholic, 
‘ who had a large family, and could get nQ 

* work; being in the utmoft diftrefs, had been 
‘ recommended to me, by fome Free-Mafons; 
* . with a requefb that we would make a purfe', 
1 among ourfelves, in order to ; fet him up 
‘ again, and thereby enable him to fuppOrt his 
‘ family: that accordingly we railed among 
‘ feven of us who were Free-Mafons, ten moi- 
1 dores; which money I myfelf put into his 
‘ hands.’ 

They 
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They then afked me, * whether I had given my 

* own money in alms?’ I replied, 4 that thefe 

* arofe from the forfeits of fach Free-Mafohs as 

* had not attended properly the meeting 
,* of the brotherhood.’ ‘ What are the faults 

* (laid they) committed by your Brother-Ma- 
‘ fern, which occafion their being fined? — 

‘ Thole who take the name ;©f God in vain, 

* pay the quarter of a imofdore; fuch as Otter 

* any other oath, or pronounce obfetehe 

* words, forfeit a -new cruiade ; * all who- are 
4 turbulent, or refufe to obey the orders of the 
1 matter of the lodge, are likefwife fined/ 
They remanded me back to my dungeon, barr- 
ing firft enquired the name and habitation of . 
the feveral perfons hinted at a little higbferron 
which occafion I affured them, * that the daft 

* mentioned was not a Free/M&fos ; and that 
*• the Brethren aflifted, i ndifcr iminately, all 

* forts of people, provided they wfere real eb* 

4 je&s a£ charity.’ 

\ 

1 naturally concluded, from the behaviour of 
the Inquifitors, at my being brought before 

them 

* A new crufade is as. 6d. fterling. 
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them four days after, that they had enquired 
into the truth of the feveral particulars related 
before. They now did not fay a word con- 
cerning Mafonry, but began to work with dif- 
ferent engines. 

They then employed all the powers of their 
rhetoric to prove, * that it became me to con- 
‘ Oder my imprifonment, by order of the holy 

* office, as an effed of the goodnefs of God ; 

* who (added they) intended to bring me to a 

* ferious way of thinking; and, by this means, 

' lead line into the paths of truth, in order that 

* I might labour efficacioufly at the falvation of 
1 my foul. That I ought to know that Jefus 

* Chrift had faid to St. Peter ; ‘Thou art Peter , 

* and upon this rock I will build my churck, and 

* the gates of hell Jhall not prevail againft it ; * 

* whence it was my duty to obey the injunc- 

* tions of his holinefs, he being St. Peter’s fuc- 

* eeffor.’ — I replied, with fpiritand refolution, 

* that I did not acknowledge th? Roman pontiff, 
‘ either as fucceffor to St. Peter, or as infalli- 

* St. Matthew. 

F * ble: 
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* blc : that I relied entirely, with regard to 
‘ dodfcrine, on the Holy Scriptures, thefe being 

the foie guide of our faith : I befought them 
‘ to let me enjoy, undifturbed, the privileges 
‘ allowed the Englifh in Portugal: that I was 
‘ refolved to live and die in the communion 

* of the church of England; and therefore that 
‘ all the pains they might take to make a con- 

* vert of me, would be ineffectual.’ 

Notwithftanding the repeated declarations 
made by me, that I would never change my 
religion, the Inquifitors were as urgent as ever. 
Encouraged by the apoftacy of one of my Bro* 
ther-Mafons, they flattered themfelves with the 
hopes of prevailing upon me to imitate him; 
and, for this purpofe, offered to fend fome En- 
glifh friars to me, who (they faid) would in- 
ftruCt me ; and fo fully open my eyes, that I 
fhould have a diftinCt view of my wretched 
condition, which (they declared) was the more 
deplorable, as I was now wholly infenfible of 
its danger. 


Finding 
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Finding me (till immoveable, and that there 
was no poffibility of their making the leaft im- 
preffion on me; the indulgence which they 
feemed to Ihow at the beginning of my exami- 
nation, was fuddenly changed to fury;. they 
venting the moil injurious expreffions; ‘ call- 
‘ ing me heretic, and faying that I was damned.’ 
Here I could not forbear replying, ‘ that I was 
1 no heretic ; but would prove, on the con- 
‘ trary, that they themfelves were in an error.’ 
and now, railing their voice; ‘ take care (cried 
‘ they, with a tone of authority) what you fay.’ 
•* I advance nothing, (replied I) but what I aril ' 
‘ able to prove. Do you believe, (continues I) 
.* that the words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, as 
‘ found in the New Teftament are true?’— 
They anfwered in the affirmative. ‘ But what 
* inference (faid they) do you draw from 
‘ thence?’ ‘ Be fo good (adds I) as to let me 
. ‘ have a bible, and I will inform you concern- 
‘ ing this.’ I then laid before them the paf- 
fage where our Saviour fays thus: Searck the 
• Scriptures , for in them ye think ye have elernal life , 
■and they are they which tejlify of me *. Likewise 
* St. John’s gofpel, v. 39. 

F 2 ih* 
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the following: We alfo have a itiore fore Word of 
prophefy ; whereunto ye do Well that you take heed* t 
4 and yet (fays I) both the pope and your 
> lordfhips forbid the perufal of them; and 

* thereby adt in dire# oppofitioft to the exprefs 

* command of the Saviour of the world.’ To 
this the Inquifitors replied, ‘ that I ought to 
4 call to mind, that our Saviour fays to St. 

* Peter, (and in his name, to all the popes his 
‘ fucceflors) / t mil give unto thee the keys of the 
4 kingdom of heaven $ and xvhatfoever thou Jhalt bind 
4 oti earth , JhaU be bound in heaven ; and whatfoever 
4 thou Jkalt loojk on earth Jhall be loofed in heaven *j\ 
4 That none but a heretic, like myfelf, would 
. 4 dare to difpute the authority and infallibility 
4 of the pope, who is Chrift's vicar here below : 
4 that the reafon of not allowing the perufal of 
4 this book was, to prevent the common people 
4 from explaining the obfcure paffages contain- 
4 ed therein, contrary to their true fenfe; as 
4 was daily the practice of fchifmatics and he- 

• 4 reties like myfelf.’ I fhall omit the other 
controverfial points that afterwards occurred, 

aU 

* 2 Epift. St. Peter, j. 19. f St. Matthew, xvi. 19. 
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all which I anfwered to the beft of my Hinder 
abilities. 

One thing I can allhre my reader is, that 
the Inquifitors were not able to alter, in any 
manner, the firm refolution I had taken, to 
live and die a proteftant: on the contrary, I 
can affirm, that their remonftrances, and even 
menaces, ferved only to ftrengtben my refin- 
ance; and furnifh me abundant proofs to re- 
fute, with vigour, all the arguments offered by 
them. 


I acknowledge, that I owe this wholly to the 
divine goodnefs, which gracioufly condescend- 
ed to Support me under thefe violent trials, and 
enabled me to perfevere to the end: for this I 
return unfeigned thanks to the Almighty; and 
hope to give, during the remainder of my life, 
convincing teftimonies of the ftrong impreffion 
which thofe trials made on my mind, by de- 
voting myfelf fincerely to the duties of religion. 

I was ordered back, by the Inquifitors, to 
my difmal abode ; after they had declared to 

me. 
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me, ‘ that if I turned Roman Catholic, it would 

* be of great advantage to my caufe ; otherwife 
‘ that I perhaps might repent of my obllinacy 
‘ when it was too late.’ I replied, in a refped- 
ful manner, that I could not accept of their 
offers. 

A few days after, I was again brought before 
-the prefident of the holy office, who faid, ‘ that 

• * the pro&or. would read, in prefenee ©f the 
‘ court, the heads of the indi&ment or charge 

* brought againft me.’ The Inquifitors now 
offered me a counfellor, in cafe I defired one, 

rto plead my. caufe. 

Being' fenfible - that the perfon whom they 
would fend me for this purpofe, was himfelf an 
. Inquifitor, I chofe rather to make my own de- 
fence, . in the bell manner I could. * I there- 

* .fore defired that leave might be granted me 

* to deliver, my defence in writing;’ but this 
.they refufed, faying, * that the holy office did 

* not allow prifoners the ufe of pen, ink, and 
■ * paper.’ I. then begged 1 they would permit 

me to didate my.juftification,- in their prefence, 

to 
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to any perfon whom they fhould appoint; which 
favour was granted me. 

The heads of the charge or indictment 
brought againft me, were; 1 That 1 had infring- 
ed the pope’s orders , by my belonging to the fe& of 
the Free-Mafons ; this fell being a horrid compound of 
facrilege , fodomy, and many other abominable crimes ; 
■of which the inviolable fecrecy obferved therein , and 
the exclujion of women, were but too manifejl indica- 
tions ; a circumftance that gave the higheji offence to 
the whole kingdom : and the faid Coufios having re- 
fufed to difcover, to the Inquijitors , the true tendency 
and defignof the meetings of Free-Mafons; and per - 
fifing , on the contrary , in offer ting, that Free- 
Mafonry was good in itfelf: wherefore the proflor of 
the Inquisition requires , that the faidprifoner may be 
profecuted with the uttnojl rigour ; and, for this fiur- 
pofe, defires the court would exert its whole authority ; 
and even proceed to tortures, to extort from him a 
confeffon, viz. that the feveral articles of which hi 
ftands accufedt are true. 

The Inquifitorstheh gave me the above heads; 
ordering me.’ to iign them, which I abfolutely 

refuied. 
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refufed. They thereupon commanded me to 
be taken back to my dungeon, without per- 
mitting me to fay a (ingle word in my juftifica- 
tion. 

I now had but too much leifure to refledl on 
their menaces; and to cad about for anfwers 
to the feveral articles concerning Mafonry, 
whereof I flood accufed ; all which articles I re- 
membered but too well. 

Six weeks after, I appeared in prefence of 
two Inquifitors, and the perfon whom they 
had appointed to take down my defence ; which 
was little more than a recapitulation of what I 
before had afferted with regard to Mafonry. 

- .* Ynur prifoner (fays I to them) is deeply 
? afflicted, and touched to the foul, to find 
t himfelf accufed (by the ignorance Or malice 

* ofhk enemies) in an infernal charge or inr 

* diriment, before the lords of the holy office^ 

• for having pradlifed the art of Free-Mafonry, 
v which has Been, and is ftill, revered, not 

• only by a confiderable number of perfects of 

‘ the 
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* the higheft quality in Chriftendom ; but like- 
c wife by feveral fovereign princes and crowned 

* heads, who, fo far from difdaining to be- 
‘ come members of this fociety; fubmitted, 

‘ engaged, and obliged themfelves, at their 
' admiffion, to obferve religloufly, . the con- 
‘ ftitutions of this noble art; noble, not only 
‘ on account of the almoft infinite number of 
r illuftrious perfonages who profefs it ; but ftill 
‘ more fo, from the fentiments of humanity 
1 with which it equally infpires the rich and 
c poot, the nobleman arid artificer, the prince 
‘ and fubjedt: for thefe, when xnet together, 

‘ are upon a level as to rank; are all brethren, 

‘ and confpicuOus only from their fuperiority 

* in virtue : in fine, this art is noble, from the 

‘ charity which the fociety of Free-Mafons pro-' 
‘ feffedly exercifes ; and from the fraternal love 
‘ with which it flrongly binds arid cements to- 
‘ gether the feveral individuals who compofe 

* it, without any diftindtion as to religion or 
4 birth. 

‘ Your prifoner thinks it very hard, to find 

* himfelf thus become the vidtiiri of this tri- 

G ‘ bunal, 
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* bunal, merely becaufe he belongs to fo vene- 
‘ rable a fociety. The rank and exalted dig- 

* nity of many, who have been, and {till are, 

* members thereof, fhould be confidered aa 
‘ faithful and fpeaking witneffes, now pleading 

* in his defence, as well as in that of the bro- 

‘ therhood, fo unjuftly accufed. . 

‘ Farther ; could any one fuppofe, without**. 
‘ fhowing the greateft rafhnefs, or being guilty 
‘ of the higheft injuftice ; that chriftian princes, 

‘ who are Chrift’s vicegerents upon earth, 

‘ would not only tolerate, in their dominions, 

‘ a fedt that fhould favour the abominable 
‘ crimes of which this tribunal accufes it ; but 
‘ even be accomplices therein, by their enter- 
‘ ing into the fociety in queftion. 

‘ What I have faid above, fhould be more 
‘ than fufficient to convince your lordlhips, 

‘ that you are quite mifinformed as to Mafon- 

* ry; and oblige you to flop all profecution. 

* againft me. However, I will here add fome 
‘ remarks, in order to corroborate my former 
‘ aflertions; and deftroy the bad impreffions. 

‘ that 
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‘ that may have been made on your lordfhips 
‘ minds concerning Free-Mafonry. 

* The very ftrift enquiry made into the paft 

* life and conduct of all perfons that defire to 
4 be received among the Brotherhood ; and who 

* are never admitted, except the ftrongeft and 
1 moil indifputable teftimonies are given, of 
‘ their having lived irreproachably; are farther 
4 indications, that this focietyis noways guilty 
4 of the crimes with which it is charged by 
4 your tribunal; the utmoft precautions being 
4 taken, to expel from this fociety, not only 
4 wicked wretches, but even diforderly per- 
4 fons. 

* The works of charity, which the Brother- 
4 hood think it incumbent on themfelves to 
4 exercife, towards fuch as are real obje&s of 
4 companion, and Whereof I have given your 
4 lordfhips fome few iriftances; fbow likewife, 
4 that it is morally impoffible for a fociety, fo 
4 execrable as you have defcribed that of the 
4 Free-Mafons to bfe, to pra&ice a virtue fo ge- 
4 nerally neglected ; and fo, oppofite to the love 

G 2 4 of 
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4 of riches, at this time the predominant vice * 

4 the root of all evil. 

4 Befides, wicked wretches fet all laws fit de- 

* fiance; defpife kings, and the magiftrates 

* eftablilhed by them for the due adminift*a- 

* tion .of juftice. Abandoned men, fuch as 
‘ thofe hinted at here, foment infurre&ions 
4 and rebellions ; whereas Free-Mafons pay an 
4 awful regard to the prince in whofe domini- 
4 ons they live ; yield implicit obedience to his 
4 laws; and revere, in the magiftrates, the fa- 
4 cred perfon of the king, by whom they were 
4 nominated; rooting up, to the utmoft of their 
4 power, every feed of fedition and rebellion; 
4 and being ready, at all times, to venture 
4 their lives, for the fecurity both of the prince, 
4 and of his government. 

4 Wicked wretches, when got together, not 
4 only take perpetually the name of God in 
4 vain; but blafpheme and deny him: whereas 
4 the Free-Mafons punifli very feverely, not 
4 only fwearers, but likewife fuch as utter ob- 

4 fcene 
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4 fcene words; and expel from their fociety, all 

* perfo/is hardened in thofe vices. 

‘ Wicked wretches contemn religions of 

* every kind; turn them into ridicule; and 
4 fpeak in terms unworthy of the deity wor* 
4 fhipped in them. But the Free-Mafons, on 
4 the contrary, obferving a refpe<aful filence 
4 on this occafion, never quarrel with the reli* 
4 gious principles of any perfon; but live to* 
4 gether in fraternal love, which a difference 
4 in opinion can no ways leffen.’ — I clofed my 
defence with the four lines following, com* 
pofed by a Free-Mafon. 

Through tracklefs paths each Brother frays, 

And nought JlniJier can entice : 

Now temples , we, to Virtue raife: 

Now dungeons fink, ft place for Vice. 

To which I added (in my own mind) 

But here, the contrary is found ; 

Injuftice reigns , and kilting dread : 

In rankling chains bright Virtue's bound; 

And Vice, with triumph , lifts its head . 

* Such 
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‘ Such, my lords, (continued I) are our true 

* and genuine fecrets. I now wait, with all 
‘ poflible refignation, for whatever you fhall 
'* thittk proper to decree ; but {till hope, from 

* your equity and juftice, that you will not 
4 pafs fentence upon me, as though I was 

* guilty of the crimes mentioned in the indift- 
‘ nient ; upon the vain pretence, that inviola- 
4 ble fecrecy Can be obferved in fuch things 

* only as are of a criminal future.’ 


I was remanded back to my ufual fcene of 
woe, without being able to guefs what impref- 
fion my defence might have made on my 
judges. A few days after I was brought before 
his eminence Cardinal da Cunha, Inquifitor 
and Dire&or general of all the Inquilitions de- 
pendant on the Portugueze monarchy. 

The prefident, directing himfelf to me, de- 
clared, ‘ that the holy tribunal was affembled, 
‘ purpofely to hear and determine my caufe ; 
‘ that I therefore fhould examine my own 

* mind ; and fee whether I had no other argu- 

* ments to ©ffer-in my juftification.’ — I replied, 

‘ that 
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‘ that I had none ; but relied wholly on their 
* rectitude and equity.’ Having (poke thefe 
words, they fent me back to my fad abode, 
and judged me among themfelves. 

•Some time after, the prefident fent for me 
again; when, being brought before him, he 
ordered a paper, containing part of my fen- 
tence, to be read. I thereby was doomed to 
fuffer the. tortures employed by the holy office, 
for refusing, to tell the truth, (as they felfely 
affirmed;) for my not difcovering the fecrets 
• of Mafonry, with, the, true tendency and pur- 
i- pofe of the. meetings, of the Brethren. 

.1 hereupon was inftantly conveyed to the 
. tOrturerTOom, built in form of a fquare tower, 
where no light appeared, but what two candles 1 
gave,;, and,, to prevent the dreadful cries and 
Blocking groans of the. unhappy victims from 
reaching the ears of the other prifoners, the 
doors are lined with a fort of quilt. 

The reader will naturally fuppofe that I muft 
be feized with horror, when, at my entering 

this 
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this infernal place, I faw myfelf, on a fudden, 
furrounded by fix wretches, who, after pre- 
paring the tortures, ftripped me naked, (all to 
linen drawers) ; when, laying me on my back, 
they began to lay hold of every part of my bo- 
dy. Firft, they put round my neck an iron 
collar, which was. fattened to the fcaffold ; they 
then fixed a ring to each foot ; and this being 
done, they ttretched my limbs with ill their 
might. They next wound two ropes round 
each arm, and two round each thigh, which 
topes paffed under the fcaffold, through holes 
made for that purpofe; and were all drawn 
tight, at the fame time, by four men, upon a 
fignal made forfthis purpofe. 

The reader will believe that my pains muff 
be intolerable, when I folemnly declare, that 
thefe ropes, which were of the fize of one’s little 
finger, pierced through my flelh quite to the 
bone ; making the blood gulh out at the eight 
different places that were thus bound. As I 
perfifted in refilling to difcover any more than 
what has been feen in the interrogatories above ; 
the ropes were thus drawn together four dif- 
ferent 
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ferent tiines. At my fide ftooda jihyfician and 
fiurgeori, who often felt my temples, ter judge 
of the danger I might be in by which means 
nry tortures werefafpCnded, at ihteiVab, that 
I might ' have an opportunity of recovering 
myfeif a little, 

Wfrilft I was thus faffering they were fa bat- 
baroufly unjuft Is to declare, that, were I to 
die under the torture, f fhotild be guilty, by 
my obftinaey, of felf-mutder. In fine, the 
laft 'tittle the ropes were drawn tight, I grew 
ftr exceedingly weak, occafionecl by the blood's 
circulation being flopped, and the pains I en- 
dured; that I fainted quite away ; infomuch 
. that I was carried back to my dungeon, with- 
out my once perceiving it. 

Thefe barbarians finding that the tortures 
above deferibed could not extort arty farther 
difcoveTy from me? but that, the mote they 
made me fuffer, the more fervently I addreffed 
my fuppIications, for patience, to heaven ; they 
Were* fb : inhuman; fire weeks after, as to expofe. 
me to another kind of torture 1 , tnorfe grievoue, 

H if 
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if poflible, than the former. They made me 
.ftretch my arms in fuch a manner, that the 
.palms of my hands were turned outward ; when, 
by the help of a rope that fattened them to- 
gether at the wrift, and which they turned by 
an engine ; they drew them gently nearer to one 
another behind, in fuch a manner that the 
back of each hand touched, and ftood exactly 
parallel one to the other; whereby both my 
{houlders were diflocated, and a considerable 
quantity of blood iffued from my mouth. This 
torture was repeated thrice; after which I was 
again taken to my dungeon, and put into the 
hands of phyficians and furgeons, who, in Set- 
ting my bones, put me to exquifite pain. 

Two months after, being a little recovered, 
I was again conveyed to the torture-room ; and 
there made to undergo another kind of punish- 
ment twice. The reader may judge of its 
horror, from the following defcription thereof. 

The torturers turned twice round my body, 
a thick iron chain, which, eroding upon pay 
ftomach, terminated afterwards at my wrifts. 

They 
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They next fet my back againft a thick board, 
at each extremity whereof was a pulley, thro’ 
which there run a rope, that catched the ends 
of the ' chains at my wrifts. The tdrrfientors 
then ftretehing thefe ropes, by means of a 
roller^ prefled ofbruifed myftotnaeh, ih pro- 
portion a* the ropes Were drawn tighter.' They 
tortured me, on this Occafiorf, to fuch a degree, 
that my wrifts and fhoulders were put out of 
joint. ' “ ’ ‘ 

The furgeons, however, fet them prefently 
after; but the barbarians not having yet fatiated 
their cruelty, made me undergo this torture a 
fecond time, which I did with frefli pains,, 
though with equal conftaficy and refolution. I 
then > was remanded back to my dungeon, at- 
tended by the furgeons who drefled my bruifes; 
and here I continued till their Auto da Fe, or 
gaol delivery.' 

The reader, may judge, from the faint defcripr 
tion, of the dreadful anguifh I mull have la-^ 
boured under, the nine different times they 
put me to the torture. ‘Moft of my fimbs were 
H 2 put 
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put out of jpiijt, and bruited in fifch a manner, - 
that J was .viable, during tome weeks,, t,o lift 
my. hand my mouth ;. ,wy body being vaftiy 
dwelled, by the inflammations canfed . by the 
frequent dislocations. I. have .but too much 
xeafon to fear, that I {ball feel the fad effe&s 
of this cruelty fo long as, I liye ; l bejng feised. 
from time to time, with, thrilling, pains, with 
which I never was affii.&ed, till I had the mis- 
fortune of falling into the mercilefs and "bloody 
hands of the Inquifitors. 

, The <fey of. the Autp da Fe being pomp, I 
was made to walk in the proceffion, with the. 
other victims of this tribunal, Being pome to 
St. Dpminic 1 s churchy my feptence was read; 
by which, I was condemned tP the gjffieyXas.it 
is termed) during four years,. . , . : ; - 

Four days after this proceffion, f was- con- 
veyed to this galley; and joined, on the mor- 
tow, in the painful occupations of. my fellow 
fiaves. fi^wever, the liberty -X had of.fppaking 
to my friends, after haying bpeti deprived of 
even the light of them, during my tedious, 

wretched 
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wretched abode in the pfifoneftbe Inquifidon; 
the -open air I WOW. breathed* with the fatif- 
faftjon I felt in being freed from the .dreadful 
apprehenfions which- always ovej-fpread my 
saind, whenever -I refleiaed eri the uncertainty 
of fate ; thefecircumftances united, made 
me- find the toils of the galley much more fup*» 
portable. * ■ 

As' I had differed greatly in my body, by the 
tortures inflicted *on me irt -thet pirifon of the. 
Inqujfition, pf whichthereaderhas feen avery 
impejrfeft, though faithful hatrrative, in the 
foregoing iheetSj 1 Was quite unfit to go about 
tbs painful labour that was immediately allotted 
mo.vip- the parrying water .’(an- hundred pounds 
weight) tt> the ptifems of the tity. But the fears 
1 was under, Of; being expofed to the inhu- 
manity of the- guards, or overfeerswho accom- 
pany the galley flaves, caufed me to exert my-: 
felf fo far beyond my ftrength* that, twelve 
days after, I fell grievoufly fick. I then was 
feut to the Infirmary, wherelcontinued two' 
months. During my abode* in this place, I 
was often vifitpd by the Irilh friars belonging to 

the 
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the convent of Corpo Santo, who offered to get 
my releafc, provided I would turn Roman 
Catholic. I affured them, that all their endea- 
vours would be fruitlefs; I expeffing my eri- 
largement from the Almighty alone, who, if 
He, in his profound wifdom, thought proper,* 
would poiht out Other expedients for my ob- 
taining it, than my becoming an apoftate. 

i Being unable,' after this, to go through the 
toils to which I had been fentenced, I was ex- 
cufed, by my amply rewarding 'the overfeers. 
It was : now that ! had full leifure, to refleft fe- 
rioufly on the means of obtaining my liberty; 
and, for this purpofe, defired a friend to write 
to my brother-in-law, Mr, Barbu, to inform 1 
him of my deplorable ftate ; and to intreat him, ' 
humbly to addrefs the Earl of Harrington iff 
my favour; my brother-in-law having the ho- 
nour to live in his lordfhip’s family. This 
nobleman, wbofe humanity and generality 
have been the theme of infinitely abler pens' 
than mine, was fo good as to declare, that he 
woyld endeavour to procure my freedom. Ac- 
cordingly, his lordfhip fpoke to his grace the 
' . duke 
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duke pf Newcaftle, one of the principal fecre- 
Uries of ftate ; in order to fupplicate for leave, 
from our Sovereign, that his minifter at Lilbon 
might demand me, as a fubjed of Great Bri- 
tain, 

His Majefty, ever attentive to the felicity of 
his fubje&s, and defirous of relieving them in 
all their misfortunes, was fo gracious as to in- 
terpofe in my favour. Accordingly his com- 
mands being difpatched to Mr. Compton, the 
Britifh minifter at Lifbon ; that gentleman de- 
manded my liberty of the king of Portugal, in 
J^is Britannic majefty’s name ; which according- 
ly I obtained the latter end of O&ober, 1 744: 
The perfon who came and freed me from the 
galley, by order of the Inquifitors, took me be- 
fore them. The prefident then told me, that 
Cardinal da Cunha had given orders lor my 
being releafed. At the fame time, he bid me 
return to the holy office in three or four days; 

I $ould perceive, during this interval, that I 
was followed by the fpies of the Inquifition, 
who kept a watchful eye over my behaviour, 
f and 
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and the places I frequented. ■ Itoaked upon 
jour envoy, as likewife upon our^cOnful, whom 
I informed of the commands tfhich had beeh 
laid upon me at the Inquifitidn? and thofe 
gentlemen advifed me to obey them. They 
cautioned me, however, to take a friend with 
me, in order that he might give them notice, 
in cafe I fhould be feized again. I according^ 
ly returned to- the Inquifitors five diyrf after, 
when the prefident • declared ; ‘that the tri*- 
‘ bunal would not permit me to continue any 
‘ longer in Portugal ; and therefore that I muft 
V ^ame the city and kingdom whither I in*- 

* tended to retire.—* As my family, (replied I) 
‘ is now in London, I defign to go thither as 

* foon as poflible.’ They then bid me embark 

in the firft fliip that fhould' fail for England^ 
adding, that the- inftant I * had found* one, I 
muft.inform them of the day and hour I-in- 
tended to go ori board, together with the capr- 
tain’s name and that of brs fhip;- ; 

> 

A report prevailed, fome days*after, that one 
of the perfons feized bythe -Inquifition for 
Free-Mafonry-; and who* obtained his- liberty 

by 
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by turning Roman Catholic, had been fo in- 
difcreet as to divulge the cruelties exercifed in 
this tribunal, 

I now imagined that prudence required me 
to fecure myfelf from a fecond perfecution. 
As there was, at this time, no Englilh fhip in 
the port of Lifbon, I waited upon Mr. Vantil, 
the refident of Holland, and befought him to 
fpeak to the Dutch admiral to admit me on 
board his fleet. The refident, touched with 
my calamities, hinted my requeft to the ad- 
miral, who generoufly complied with it, I then 
went, together with a friend, and informed 
the Inquifitor, that I defigned to embark for 
England, in the Damietta, commanded by 
vice admiral Cornelius Screiver, who was to 
fail in a few days. Upon the Inquifitor’s en- 
quiring the exadl time when I intended to go 
on board; I replied, at nine o’clock the next 
morning. He then bid me come to him pre- 
cifely at that hour ; adding, that he would fend 
fame officers of the Inquifition to fee me oij 
fhip-board, 

I Thefe 
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Thefe orders giving me great uneafinefs, I 
waited upon the feveral gentlemen above men- 
tioned; when telling them the injunctions laid 
upon me, they advifed me to ad very cautioufly 
on this occafion. I therefore thought it would 
be fafeft for me to go on board immediately, 
without giving any notice of it to the Inquifi- 
tors. We lay at anchor, after this, near three 
weeks before Lifbon. 

The Inquifitor no fooner found that I failed 
coming to him at the time appointed, in order 
to be conducted to the fhip, than he fent out 
about thirty fpies. Nine of thefe coming to 
enquire after me, at the houfe where I ufed to 
lodge, fearched it from top to bottom ; examining 
every trunk, cheft of drawers and clofet. But 
their endeavours to find me being fruitlefs, 
fome officers of the Inquifition getting into -a 
boat, rowed feveral times round the three 
Dutch men of war lying at anchor. Thefe 
officers imagined, that if I was on board, and 
confequently in a place of fecurity, I fliould 
not be afraid of fhowing myfelf ; a circumftance 
that would have put an end to their fearch, 

which 
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which coft them fome pains and expence. As 
I did not gratify their curiofity, and we weigh- 
ed anchor a few days after, I know not whe- 
ther they continued it.* 

/ 

Their fearch was fo open, both at the houfe 
where I had lodged, as well as at other places, 
that I was foon informed of it; at which I 
fhould have been delighted, had not my joy 
been damped by the apprehenfions I was un- 
der, left my dear friend, Mr. Mouton, the 
companion of my fufferings and tortures, mere- 
ly on account of Free-Mafonry, fhould like- 
wife fall a viftim to their barbarity. Speaking 
concerning him to the admiral, he, with the 
utmoft humanity, gave me leave to fend for 
him on board. He coming accordingly next 
day, was received, with great fatisfa<ftion, by 
the whole fhip’s company, efpecially by myfelf, 
I having a peculiar efteem for him, which I 
fhall ever entertain. 

We fet fail two days after. We had occafion 
to obferve, during our whole voyage, the true 
pleafure which a generous mind feels, in doing 
I 2 a humane 
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a humane aCtion, and in protecting the un- 
happy. This was particularly confpicubus in 
the admiral* he ordering the utmoft care to be 
taken of us* all the time we were on board his 
fhip; he fometimes condefcending to admit us 
to his table, when he would talk to us with the 
utmoft familiarity. This diftinCtion won us 
the civility of every perfon in the fhip, which 
Continued till our arrival at Portfmouth, where 
Wfe landed ; without having been put to a far- 
thing expence during the whole voyage. 

All thefe favours, fo generoufly beffowed by 
the admiral, call aloud for the ftrongeft ac- 
knowledgments of gratitude. 

To conclude, I arrived in London the 1 5th 
t>f Dec. 1 744, after along and dangerousvoyage. 

I here return thanks, with all the powers of 
ftiy foul, to the Almighty, for his having fo 
Vifibly protected me from that infernal band of 
friars, who employed the various tortures men- 
tioned in the former pages, in order to force 
ine to apoftatize from my holy religion. 

I return 
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1 return our fovereign King George II. (the 
indrument under heaven for procuring me 
iny liberty) the mod dutiful and mod refpedl- 
ful thanks, for his fo gracioufly condefcending 
to interpofe in favour of an ill-fated galley- 
flave. I fhall retain, fo long as I have breath, 
the deeped fenfations of affe&ion and loyalty 
for his facred perfon ; and will be ever ready 
to expofe my life, for his majedy and his mod 
augud family. 
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O R I G I N 

*> > THE 

INQUISITION, 

AMO 

Its Establishment in various Countries. 


T HE Roman pontiffs employed every ex- 
pedient, and fet every engine at work 
(among which none has ferved their purpofe 
better than religion) in order to increafe their 
authority. Pretending to be the fucceffors of 
St. Peter, they afcribed to themfelves charac- 
teriftics of holinefs fuperior even to that of 
the apoftles ; and were fo extravagant as even 
to boaft their being infallible. Monarchs, in- 
fatuated with this pretended fanclity of the 
popes, whom they confidered as deities upon 
earth, and difpenl’ers of celeflial bleffings; 
ftrove to rival one another in bellowing terri- 
tories, Sec. upon thefe pontiffs, in hopes of 

obtaining 
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obtaining their favour; adding fuch extenfive 
privileges, that tlrefe pontiff* became, at laft, 
the arbiters of crowned heads, who did not 
difcover, till it was too late, that they them- 
felves were become flaves to the papal autho- 
rity. 

Some of thefe princes being oppreffed with 
the weight of their chains, and defirous of 
throwing them off, refilled the will of the holy 
father, and thereupon were declared heretics, 
and excommunicated. Nor did thefe popes 
flop here; for, if thefe kings perfifted in their 
obftinacy, they were dethroned, and their do- 
minions given tp others, who readily offered to 
pay the obedience claimed by the fee of Rome, 

The emperors, jealous to fee the Roman 
pontiffs, and their adherents, extend their au- 
thority fo far beyond its juft limits ; did all that 
Jay in their power to reftrain and reduce it 
within narrower bounds. About the middle of 
the Xlth. century, there broke Out violent 
contefts between them, which raged above fifty 
years. 

The 
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The emperors and popes, being thus exaf*. 
perated againft each other, n6 longer a<5ted in' 
concert, in order to- fttpprefs herefy-; fo that 
thefe commotions gavebccafiorirto fhe ftarting> 
up of feveral new -heiefiarchs.- 1 Hitherto the 
latter had oppoledofily the ^myfteries; but 
now, - leaving the ihyflreriesV they-attacked iao-j 
ralityand discipline, and efpecial^y the . papal 
authority. This was more- than fufficient to' 
open the eyes: of the court of Rome, with re- 
gard to the danger which threatened it, in cafe 
a fpeedy remedyifliould not be found, in order 
to check thefe heretio&i before the contagion 
was become general; under favour of thedif- 
putes fubfifting between the emperor and the 
pope. . ' > "> " f* r 

' But as thefe heretics, , or rather enefmies" of 
the pontifical authority : of Rome, Were ex-i 
ceedingly numerous i not to v mention their 
being Supported, clandestinely, by kings ; the 
popes were forced, at firft, to .Wink rati \and 
even tolerate thofe heretics, till fuch time as 
an opportunity might offer, for fuppreffing, or 
rather rooting them out. For this reafon, the 

K Roman 
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R$man pontiffs. now contented themfelves :ttith 
writing often tt> the princes,. . ipagiftrates, • and 
bifhops; exhorting th^m tp< e-xert their ytipoft 
endeavours, . in order to, extirpate the enemies 
of ike-fee M Rome. However, princes; and 
magift rates ; took Httlepaifls/to check them j 
whether' it ^rere that they did not $atetd faerie 
See a fet.'of. people’ who; wegrecif fo much ufe to 
them, in order far reftxaining ,the papal autho- 
rity and incrfialmg .their own; or, whether 
they did hot think t them fo criminal as the 
popes pretended; oriwhethiir politics, which 
often vary . according tO- iimes and ihierefts, 
canfed them to con&Lsr . tbefc heretics as per* 
lions whom it jwas incumbent on them to bole- 
rate, for their own advantage. . 

1 ) The bHhope, • rather through indolence;!" or 
fcecaufe thqy.wcte not ftrongenoiugh tooppofe 
the ft ream, were equally n»&©cefsful, whereby 
heretics became fo povter&d, ( tbat, ft length* 
they yrere able to make head agaioft the fee of 
ftomeu ii...'.- : 
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Thfi Arnaldifts,* who werfe amongthefe, re A 
duCed the popes to the grfeatefl diftrefles? they 
• forcing the fin, more than once, to quit RomC, 
and to feek an afylum elffiwhere, in order to 
fecure. themfelves from their fury. - 

The Waldenfes and Albigerifes, (people of 
•France) riling up after them, were no lefs ene- 
mies to the authority ufurped ' by the Roman 
pontiff, nor lefs zealous in attacking it : and 
the protection indulged thofe people by Ray- 
mond Count de Touloufe, and by Counts de 
Foix and de Comminges, caufed them to be 
Hill more enterprifing and more formidable. 

- Pope Innocent III. a man of a great fpirit, 
and fortunate in his enterprises, formed a de- 

* So called from Afnaldus of Brefcia,ari heretic in the 
twelfth century. He inveighed againft the temporalities of 
the dmrdh; and eveti againft baptifm and the Lord’s fup- 
per. This herefiarch, after exciting mariy troubles in 
Btefcia 1 and Rome, was hanged in the latter city, anno 
1x55, an< ^ his a lhes thrown into the Tyber. The followers 
of 'Anthony Arnauld (the Janfenifts) were alfo named Ar- 
naldifts. 

•• 
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defign of promulgating a crufade * againft 
them, which had been of fuch vaft fervjce to 
his predecelfors, in > order for increaling their 
authority ; however, he thought it neceflary, 
before he carried things to extremities, to have 
recourfe to gentle methods. For this purpofe, 
he fent into Languedoc, miffionaries, at whofe 
head were Dominic, a native of Old 'Caftile, 
who had lately founded an order of friars, called 
from his name ; together with the bleffed Peter 

of 

The crufades were military expeditions, *ftabliflied 
againft the infidels, and. firft preached by Peter the. hermit, 
Though the glory of God was the pretended motive for 
thefn ; yet many went merely out of venal views, and others 
through fear of being reproached with cowardice.* Such as 
defigned to enlift among the crufaders, diftinguifhed them* 
felves, from other people, by wearing erodes of different 
colours, on their clothes, according to their nation: the 
erodes of the Englifh being white; of the French, red; of 
the Germans, black, &c. Eight crufades were undertaken 
for the conqueft of the Holy Land ; the firft anno 1095, in 
the council of Clermont ; and the laft, under St. Lewis of 
France, anno 1268, The Ciftercians firft formed the plan 
of thefe crufades. A hiftory, in French, of the crufade 
againft the Albigenfes, was publifhed at Roan, in 1703. 
About the middle of the 12 th century, a crufade of Saxons 
was eftablifhed againft the heathens of the north. — Religion 
was as. much a fafhion, in thefe dark times, as clothes, 8c c. 
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of Chateauneuf (as he is termed: by the Roman- 
ifts) who was butchered at Touloufe, anno 
1200. And now the pope, refolving to em- 
ploy temporal weapons againft them, publifhed 
a crufade, whereby, indulgences were granted 
to all fuch as fhould take up arms, or furnilh 
monies, &c. for affifting this eriterprize againft 
the Mahommedans; for thus he called thofe 
people, to enflame.ftill more the crufaders 
againft them. * The papal arms being fuccefe- 
ful, Raymund fubmitted himfelf (about the 
year 1209) and gave, as a pledge of his woid, 
,feven of the chief towns, in Provence and Lan- 
guedoc. On this occafion. feveral. cities were 
taken, and the moft fhocking cruelties prac- 
tifed ; numberlefs multitudes of the inhabitants 
being put to the fword, without diftin&ion of 
age or fex. Counts de Foix, de Gomminges, 
and de Beziers, afterwards followed the exam- 
ple of Raymund. Count Simon de Mohtfort, 
general of the church, fignalized himfelf but 
too much at the head of thefe crufaders. 

• The 

* This Innocent having teen a famous lawyer, he, by a 
quirk, pronounced thefe heretics to be Mahommedans, vi?. 
becaufe both were enemies to the church. 
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The origin of the Inquifitidri is thiis related, 
by Fleury, in his eccl&iaftical hiftory. * In i*i 98, 
-‘ Innocent III, Cent into the fouthern- pto- 
!< vinces of Fiance, two Ciftefcian monks, 
'♦ Reinier and Gui, to convert the Manichoes, 
■* with which thofe' parts fwarmed; to excom- 
4 rfiiifticate the obftinate; and to command 
the lords 'to confifcate the pofftflions of thte 
-‘. excommunicated; to banifh them, andpu- 

* ‘ • nifli them with feverity ; ilnpdwering, at. the 
‘ fame time, Reinier-to force the lords like wife; 
.* to excommunicate them,' and put their lands 
‘ under fequeftration. Thefe commiflioners, 
‘ thus fent againft the heretics, were after- 
-* wards called Inquifitors.’ The Jefuits of 
Trevoux obferve, that * the council of Nar- 
‘ bonne, held in 1235, an< ^ that of Beliefs in 
‘ 1246, gave the Dominicans (InquiGtors) /in 

* the provinces of Arles, of Aix, of Embrum, 

* and Vienne, a rule or ordinance, confifling 

* of thirty-feven articles; and thefe were the 
‘ balls of the procedures which have been .ob- 
‘ ferved, lince that time, in the tribunals of 
*■. the Inquifition.’ 

Some 
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Some imagipe, that they find theojigin of 
the Inquifition', in a conftitution made hy pope 
Lucius, in the council of Verona, anno i r8q ; 
Ijeeanfe thatho command* biflaopsto eK&rfi$9 
perfonally, or by commiffioners, ipeople firf- 
ge#ed of herefy ; diftingwHhwthe -yfiriouj ik^ 
grees of perfons fufpe&ed, convifted, penitent 
or reJapfe^, for all whom dU&ient pumChtnents 
are ena&ed ; and that, after the ehtlrch Jaas era- 
ployed, againft criminals, fpiritval weapons 
it delivers them over to the fecular arm, in 
order for corporal p«m£h©eSPtt to beinffilted 
on them; experience havingihown, (fay# py 
Romtfh nvtfm) th?t fey m\ phrfftians, and 
partionfej#' the fifty hero tier pf this age, little 
regarded pccleh^fticaj confutes, and ,4efpifcd 
thefe fpifitual pnnilhnients, Whatfeleiff^thner 
were thefe,: when, ignorance, fyparftitton, and 
tyranny fwayed the earth* : ; 
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Dawn of the Inquisition in Fr a n c e, with 
the farther contefs between the Emperor and Popes. . 

T HIS Opep war againlHhe Albigenfes and 
Waldenfea, was followed- by theeftablifh*- 
ment of thelnquifitiop, which completed- the 
deftrudion of the unhappy people in queftion.. 
It had been founded, a little before, by pope 
Innocent III. under the diredion of Dominic, 
upon whom the title of faint was bellowed. 

This pope, tefleding that, what open force 
fdever niiight be exerted againft them, ftill vaft 
numbers would carry bn thCir worlhip in pri- 
vate, thought it neceflary to eitablifh a Hand- 
ing and^perpetbal remedy; that is, a tribunal 
competed of men s whofe foie occupation 
fhould be the fearching after* and punilhing 
heretics. This tribunal was named, * The 
* Inquifition,’ and Dominic was the firft In- 
quilitor. 

Dominic having been fent, as was obferved, 
to Touloufe, to convert the heretics, took up 
his reiidence at the houfe of a nobleman of 

this 
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this city, infe&ed with herefy. However, our 
miffionary found means to bring him back to 
the church; after which the nobleman devoted 
his houfe, with his family, to St. Dominic 
and his order. The tribunal of the Inquifi- 
tion was eftablifhed in this place, which is ftill 
called, ‘ The houfe of the Inquifition.’ 

It may hence be concluded, that Dominic 
was the firft Inquifitor, and Touloufe the firft 
city where the Inquifition was fettled. Some 
fay that this was in 1 208, and others in 1212, 
or 1215; but whichfoever may be the true 
aera, is of no great confequence. 

Thefe Inquifitors had, at firll, no particular 
tribunal, their function being only to enquire 
or fearch after heretics (whence the former re- 
ceived their name;) to examine into their 
number, ftrength and riches ; which being 
done, they made a report thereof to the bi- 
fhops, who, as yet, were the only perfons au- 
thorized to take cognizance of fpiritual matters. 
On thefe occafions, the Inquifitors ufed to 

L urge 
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urge the prelates to excommunicate and punifh 
all heretics who (hould be impeached. 

Pope Innocent being wholly diflatisfied with 
the indolence of the bifhops, and their officials 
(judges) whofe zeal he thought much too luke- 
warm againft heretics ; imagined that he per- 
ceived, in the Dominican and Francifcan 
friars, whofe orders were but lately founded, 
all the qualities requifite for dire&ing this new 
eftablifhment. The monks of thofe orders 
were fired with an implicit and boundlefs zeal 
for the court of Rome, and wholly devoted to 
its interefls. They, had full leifure to purfue 
that glorious work, as this would be their only 
bufinefs. They were defeended from the 
dregs of the people ; and had no kindred, as 
it were, or any other tie which might check the 
rigours of this tribunal; they were fevere and 
inflexible; the folitudeand auftere life profefled 
by them, and of which they feemed already tired ; 
the meannefs of their drefs and monafteries, 
fo widely different from their prefent ftate; 
' and ef)>ecially the humility and mendicant life 
to which they, perhaps, had too -heedlefsly 

devoted 
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devoted themfelves; thefe things, I fay. Ten- 
dered them exceedingly fit for the office in 
queftion, which, (in the opinion of the pon- 
tiffs). woqld fpften the; afperity of .their vows, 
and footh, their ambition, fome feeds whereof 
were jftill .l^ft.in their; minds. (The Roman 
pope haying thus made fure,of a fet of people, 
fa. firmly devoted’ to his ferviqe, and fo admi- 
rably well qualified to exercife an employ me nti 
whofe chief chara< 9 teriftics are extreme feverity 
and cruelty; foyght for every opportunity to 
encreafe their auth,o,rjty> .by appointing them 
a particular tribunal, where they were to fit, 
hear, and, pronounce fentence againft herefies 
and heretics^ as judges, delegated by him, and 
reprefenting his perfqn. 

This pope firft enlarged their authority, by 
empowering them to beftow indulgences, to 
publifh crufades, and to excite nations and 
princes to join the crufaders, and march forth, 
in order to extirpate herefy. 

In 1 244, the emperor Frederick II. increafed 
their .power much more, by publifhing four 
L2 edidts 
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edicts in Pavia. He therein declared himfelf 
protestor of the Inquifitors; decreed, that the 
cletgy fhould take cognizance of herefy, and 
the lay judges profecute heretics, after that the 
former had heard them. He likewife enabled, 
that all obftinate heretics fhould be burnt; and 
fuch as repented, imprifoned for life. The 
reafon why Frederic teftified fo much zeal for 
the chriftian religion was, in order to deftroy 
the report which the popes, with whom he 
had been engaged in violent contefts, fpread, 
throughout all the courts of chriftendom, viz. 
that he intended to renounce the chriftian re- 
ligion and turn Mahommedan. This, very 
probably, induced him to exert himfelf with 
greater feverity againft the heretics than any 
of his predeceffors ; he being the firft emperor 
who fentenced to death all heretics without 
diftin<ftion. 

Here follows what other authors fay, con- 
cerning the rife of the Inquifition in France. 
Du Cange tells uS, that the Inquifitors were 
eftablifhed in this country about the year 1229, 
againft the Waldenfes, by the council of Tou- 

loufe; 
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loufe; which Inquifitors were chofen from 
among the Dominicans ; and fome were ap- 
pointed under Francis I. againft the Lutherans ; 
and eftabliftied, by a bull of pope Clement 
VII. in 1225. Though the tribunal of the In- 
quifition was never fettled in France, after the 
fame manner as in Spain and Italy, yet Inqui- 
fitors were delegated to France, during many 
years, by the pope ; to preferve the purity of 
doctrine, and keep the people obedient to the 
church. Twelve years after the death of St. Do- 
minic, pope Gregory IX. named two friars of the 
fame order, anno 1 2 33, to exercife the like func- 
tions ; and this apoftolical commiffion was per- 
petuated, not only in the convent of Touloufe, 
but extended to feveral other convents in the 
kingdom. One of the commiflioners, nomi- 
nated in the caufe of the Templars, was the 
Inquifitor general in France. We find by 
l’ hijloirc de la Pucelle d Orleans f the maid of Or- 
leans] that, anno X430, John Magillri, vice- 
gerent [fubftitutej of John Goverant, Inquifi- 
tor of the faith, was one of her judges; that 
35 years after, John Brehal (who was an Inqui- 
fitor) and fome prelates, deputed by pope 

Calixtus, 
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Calixtus, declared her innocent. It does not 
appear that there were, from this time till the 
reign of Francis I. any Inquifitors (of this fort) 
in France ; whether it were that the popes did 
not think them neceflary, in an age when er- 
rors were in a great meafure rooted up; or 
that the then reigning princes, being more jea- 
lous of the regal authority than their predecef- 
fors, would not fuffer any infringement (as 
this feemed to be) of the liberties of the Galli T 
can church. See father Bouhours’ life of St. 
Ignatius, Book II. This author obferves 
farther, that, under Francis I. Matthew Ori, 
was railed, by pope Clement VII. to the em- 
ployment of Inquifitor, on occafion of the he- 
refies of Germany. — There are now no foot- 
fteps of the Inquifition left in France, except 
in Touloufe, where there is an Inquifitor, a 
Dominican; but then his authority relates only 
to the examining of books concerning doc- 
trine. 

The Inquifition would have been introduced 
into this kingdom under Francis II. had not 
the excellent Mighel de 1’ Hofpital, chancellor 

‘ 1 ' of 
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of France, ftrongly oppofed that defign. ‘ When 
‘ the paffing the edi6l of the Inquifition of 
4 Spain came before Chancellor de 1 ’ Hofpital ; 

4 as he knew that the members of the privy 
4 council and the parliaments had confented 
4 to it, he drew up another edi&, in which he 
* tempered matters fo happily, and gave fuch 
4 excellent reafons for this, that even the 
4 Guifes, though ftrong advocates for the tri— 
4 bunal in queftion, approved his opinion ; and 
4 even brought over the Spanilh miniftry to 
4 the fame way of thinking, notwithftanding 
4 that thefe were very defirous that France 
4 fliould be modelled and governed as Spain 
4 was.’ This was done in May, J560, in the 
town of Romofaiitin. * 


La Planche, Hiftbire de Francois II. p. 36. 


Inqui- 
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Inquisition of Rome. 

r T^ ft E Inquifition of Rome is compofed of 
-*• twelve cardinals, and fome other officers. 
The pope prefides perfonally in this aflembly. 
The Inquifition is the chief tribunal of Rome. 
The congregation of the Inquifition was firft 
eftabliffied in 1545. The above cardinals af- 
fume to themfelves the title of Inquifitors ge- 
neral throughout the chriftian world; but they 
have no jurifdi&ion in France, and fome other 
Romifh countries. They are empowered to 
deprive or remove all inferior Inquifitors, at 
leaft thofe of Italy. 

Popes Innocent, Alexander, Urban, Cle- 
ment, and the feven pontiffs their fucceflors, 
exerted their utmoR endeavours, but to no 
purpofe, to prevail with the Venetians to fol- 
low the example of the other Rates of Italy in 
this particular. 

- v The conduct of the Inquifitors, were circum- 
Rances which Rrongly induced the republic of 
Venice to refufe admiffion to that tribunal in 

its 
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its territories, The only topip of difcourfe, 
in all places, was the disorders and feditions 
caufed by the fermons, as well as the impru- 
dent behaviour of the Jnquifitors ; |or thefp 
zealots would, upon any caprice, puhlifh cru- 
fades again{l the heretics? when the crufaders 
in queftion, who had been drawn together on 
a fudden, inftead of affifting the caufe of reli- 
gion, only revenged themfelves of thejr ene- 
mies; and feized the poffeflions of a nurqber- 
lefs pnultitude pf innocent perfons, upon th ( e 
falfe pretence of their being heretics, fylilap 
and Parma were very near ruined by the fedi- 
tions railed in them op tliefe occafions; and 
nothing was heard, all over Italy, but bitter 
complaints againft the Inquifition and the In- 
quifitors. The fenate of yenice, who undep- 
ftood their intereft as well as any body of mep 
in the world, too]c advantage ojF the diforders 
above-mentioned, to juftify their conftant rp- 
fufal of this tribunal. 

However, pope Nicholas IV. being no ways 
dilheartened at all the fruitlefs attempts made 
by hi? predeceifors, renewed them ; when the 

M fenate 
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fenate perceiving that they, in cafe they per- 
illed in their refufal, would, at laft, be forced 
to admit an Inquifition dependant on that of 
Rome ; they eftablifhed one by their own au- 
thority, compofed of both ecclefiaftical and lay 
judges. This Inquifition has its own laws, 
which differ from thofe of the tribunals of this 
kind fettled in Italy, and is far lefs rigorous. 
The utmoft precautions were taken by thofe 
who eftablifhed this Inquifition, to prevent 
fuch diforders as had broke out in all other 
plates where it had been admitted. 

The fenate having thus taken the refolutiort 
to admit the Inquifition, an a< 5 l or inftrument 
for that purpofe, was drawn up the 4th of Aug. 
1289, in the moft authentic manner, and fent 
to the pope. Though the pontiff was not 
pleafed with the modifications introduced by 
the fenate, he neverthelefs expreffed, in out- 
ward fhow, his approbation of the inftrument 
prefented to him; and ratified it by a bull 
dated the 28th of Auguft above-mentioned; in 
hopes that the Venetians might afterwards be 
prevailed upon to comply with the defires of 

the 
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the court of Rome, which, however, they have 
not yet done. On the contrary, this fage re- 
public, fo far from repealing the old laws, efta- 
blilhes new ones, whenever it is apprehenfive 
that the court of Rome intends to lelfen its au- 
thority, by enlarging that of the Inquilition. 
How glorious it is for this republic, to fee, in 
its territories, the tribunal of the Inquilition, 
fubjedl to the ordinances and laws which the 
fenate formerly prefcribed, and Hill prefcribe 
to it ; at a time that this tribunal governs and 
commands, in the molt defpotic manner, in 
all the other Hates where it was received with- 
out reftri&ion ; and is now become the moil 
formidable, the moft dreadful, and moft cruel 
tribunal in the univerfe ; infomuch that even 
Icings themfelves are not fecure from its pro- 
fecutions, at leaft from its refentment! 

With regard to the kingdom of Naples, the 
Inquilition has never been received there. 
This was owing, at firll, to the almolt perpe- 
tual diffentions which reigned between the 
Neapolitan kings and the Roman pontiffs. 
From the time that the Spanilh monarchs have 
M 2 poffeffed 
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pOffefled that kingdom, how great a harmony 
foevei: might fubfift between them and the court 
of Rome, yet things have always corttihufed oh 
the fame foot, and this from a Angular circum- 
ftahce, viz, that the popes themfelves Oppofed 
it } aftd for this reafon, becaufe the kings of 
Spaifi infilled perpetually, that Ihe Neapolitan 
InquifitOrs ought to be dependant oh the In- 
(piifitbr General of 5 pain, and not on the gene- 
ral Ihcjiiifition bf Ronie, as the popes afferted. 
This the lattfer would never content to; and 
from this argument, that as the kingdom of 
Naples held', 6f the fee of Rome, and not of 
Spain, the Iiiquifition lhould confequently 
hold iikeWile of the pope. But as thefe twh 
courts We're hevtef able to agree about this . 
matter, the Neapolitan bilhops have always en- 
joyed thl. privilege of judging heretics. How- 
ever the pope may, in certain cafes, depute 
commifialiek to Naples, fo judge of heretical 
matters; but this happens Teldofn or never. 
In 1544', Dbft Pedro, of Toledo, viceroy of 
Naples Under the emperor Charles V . endea- 
voured to fettle the Inquifition in that kingdom ; 
but the people mutinying liis dfefigft Was defeated. 

Tht 
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The Inquisition eftablijhed in Spain. 

f | ' V H 0 U G H the Inquifitioft had been fd 
ftrongly oppofed i n F ranee and Germany, 
It yfet gained footing in Spain ; thfe kings of 
Arragon admitting it into the feveral Hates de- 
pendant bn their crown. Endeavours were 
iifed, but to no purpofe, to force it into the 
weftern parts of Europe ; the people oppofing 
it with the utmoft vigour, whereby it loft a con- 
fiderable part of its power in the kingdom of 
Arragon ; till Ferdinand, king of that country, 
and Ifabella of Caftile, uniting under one 
monarchy, by their marriage, almoft: all the 
Spanilh dominions ; reftored the tribunal in 
queftion to its priftine authority in Arragon, 
and afterwards in all Spain, which was hot 
properly brought under the yoke of the Inqui- 
fition, till abotot the year 1484. 


The court of Rome Was indebted for this td 
John de Torqu'emada, a Dominican. 'FhiS 
friar, who Was tonfeffor to Ifabella, had made 
her promife, before Ihe came to the throne, 
that, in cafe Ihe fliould be raifed to it, ftre 

would 
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would ufe all poflible methods to extirpate he- 
retics and infidels. As fhe afterwards was 
queen, and brought the kingdom of Caftile, by 
way of dower, to Ferdinand; they finding 
themfelves exceedingly powerful, refolved to 
conquer the kingdom of Granada, and to drive 
back the Moors into Barbary. The Moors 
were accordingly fubdued ; and all the territo- 
* ries poffeffed by them in Spain feized, fo that 
prodigious multitudes of them were forced to 
return into Africa. Neverthelefs, great num- 
bers ftill continued in Spain; a circumftance 
owing to their having poffeffions or wives in 
this country, or their being fettled in traffic 
there,. 

As Ferdinand and Ifabella confidered that, 
in cafe they ffiould baniffi thefe Moors from 
Spain, they thereby would depopulate the 
countries conquered by them; their majefties 
confented that they, as well as the Jews, fhould 
continue in it, provided they would turn chrif- 
tians; upon which thofe people, finding that 
all refiftance would be vain, embraced the 
Chriftian religion, in outward appearance. 

But 
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But now Torquemada alluring the queen, 
that this diflimulation would be of infinite 
prejudice both to the church and ftate, was 
urgent with her to perform the promife fhe 
had made him, viz. of profecuting the infidels 
and heretics as foon as fhe fhould be feated on 
the throne. He enforced his entreaties with 
all the aiguments which falfe politics and falfe 
religion could fuggeft; concluding, that the 
beft expedient would be, to introduce and 
fettle the Inquifition under the authority of 
their majefties. In a word, the queen, after 
many folicitations, promifed to ufe her utmoft 
endeavours to get the king’s confent; which 
fhe afterwards obtaining, their majefties de- 
manded and procured, from pope Sixtus IV. 
anno 1478, bulls* tor the purpofes above- 
mentioned. 

Tor- 

* Bulls are properly letters, with a leaden feal, iflued out 
of the chancery of Rome ; and anfwer to the letters patent, 
edidls, Sec. publifhed by order of temporal princes. When 
thefe bulls are by way of grant or favour, the leaden feal is 
dependant from iilken firings : but if it relates to fomc ju- 
dicial or executory adt, the feal hangs by a hempen cord. ' 
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Torquemada had been of fuch important 
fervice to the fee of Rome, that it was natural 
he fhould be rewarded by it; the pope railing 
him to the purple. He afterwards was appoint- 
ed by Ferdinand and Ifabella, Inquifitor Gene- 
ral of the whole monarchy of Spain ; and he 
difcharged the functions of his employment, 
fo much to their expectation, that he profe- 
cuted, in 14 years, above 100,000 perfons, 
6000 of whom were fentenced to the flames. 

Matters were afterwards carried to fuch g 
height, by the barbarous real of princes, that 
Philip II, king of Spain, eftabliihed the Inqui- 
fition even on board of lhips of war. This 
bigotted monarch would, doubtlefs, have in- 
troduced it into the Ikies, had it been jn his 
power. In 1571, he fitted out a fleet called 
the Invincible, commanded by Don John of 
Auftria; and, as it had been found neceflary 
to employ failors of all nations, Philip fearing, 
that a mixture of religions wou}d corrupt the 
Romifh faith, confulted pope Pius V, on this 
occafion 5 when the pontiff fent one of the In- 
quifitors of Spain, who had been appointed 

by 
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by the Inquifitor General of that monarchy, 
as Inquifitor of the fleet ; with power to prefide 
in the feveral tribunals ; and fol'emnize Auto 
da Fes in all places they might put into. The 
firft Auto da Fe was held in the city of Medina, 
where various punilhments were infli&ed on 
many perfons. 

This tribunal was introduced into Sicily and 
Sardinia, at the time that thofe iflands were 
fubjedt to the crown of Spain. 


The Inquisition eftabliflied in Portugal. 

T HE account of the manner in which the 
Inquifition was brought into Portugal, 
feems a little fabulous ; however, we (hall give 
it in few words. 

This tribunal is faid to have been intro- 
duced by the artifice of John Peres de Saavedra, 
a native of Corduba, or Jaen, in Spain. We 
are told that he, having found the fecret to 
counterfeit apoftolical letters, amafied, by that 
means, about thirty thoufand ducats, which 

N were 
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were employed by him in order to bring the 
Inquifition into Portugal, and that in manner 
following. He aflumed the character of Cardi- 
nal Legate from the fee of Rome; when form- 
ing his houfhold, of one hundred and fifty 
domeftics, he was received, in the above-men- 
tioned quality, at Seville, and very honourably 
lodged in the archiepifcopal palace. Advancing 
after this, towards the frontiers of Portugal, he 
difpatched one of his fecretaries to the king, to 
acquaint him with his arrival; and to prefent 
him with fidlitious letters from the emperor, 
the king of Spain, the pope, and feveral other 
princes both ecclefiaftical and fccular ; who all 
intreated his majeft.y to; favour the legate's 
pious defigns. The king, overjoyed at this 
legation, feqtalord of his court, to compliment 
him, and attend him to the # royal palace, 
where he refided about three months. The 
mock legate having fucceeded iir his defigns, by 
laying the foundation of the Inquifition, took 
leave of his majefty; and. departed, greatly fa- 
tisfied with his achievement; but, unluckily 
for himfelf, he was difcovered on the confines 
.3. of Caftile, and known to have been formerly 
. a domeilic 


D igitized - by vjQ QQ le 



of the INQUISITION. * ‘go 

a domeftic of a Portugueze nobleman. He was 
then feized, and tentenced ten years to the 
gallies, where he 'continued a very long time, 
till, at laft, he was releafed from thence anno 
1556, by a brief from pope Paul IV. This 
pontiff, who ufed.to call the Inquifition, the 
grand fpring of the papacy, wanted to fee him. 

We are told, that the Inquifition of Portugal, 
was copied from that of Spain, and introduced 
in. the. former, anno. 1535. But Mr. de la 
NeuVille, in his^hiftory of Portugal, tom. I. 
page 59, declares,: that the Inquifition was in- 
troduced there anno 1557, under John III. 
and fettled in the cities of Lifbon, Coimbra and 
Evora, • • ’ • : 

The Inquifition' has fubfifted ever fince in 
Portugal; and -is the moft fevere, the molt 
rigid, and cruel of any in the world. 

The tribunal in qlteftiOn rofe, afterwards, 
with the Spaniih and Portugueze names ; and 
fhared, as it were, in their acquifitions: for 
thofe two nations, making boundiefs conquefis 
> Ni in 
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in both the Indies, eftablifhed the Inquifition, 
in the feveral countries won by their arms, after 
the fame methods, and under the fame regu- 
lations, as in their dominions in Europe. 


Attempts made to introduce tie Inquisition into 
England. 

E NDEAVOURS were ufed to introduce 
the Inquifition here, under the reign of 
<jueen Mary, lifter to queen Elizabeth. ‘ The 
* juftkes of peace (fays bifhop Burnet) were 
1 now every where fo flack in the profecution 
* of heretics, that it feemed neccffary to find 
‘ out other tools. So the courts of Inquifition 
* were thought on. Thefe were fet up firft in 
‘ France againft the Albigenfes, and afterwards 
* in Spain, for difcovering the Moors; and 
* were now turned upon the heretics. Their 
* power was uncontroulable ; they feized on 
* any thing they pleafed, upon fuch informa- 
* tions, or prefumptions as lay before (them. 
* They managed their procefles in fecret, and 
* put their prifoners to Jfuqh forts of torture, as 
* they thought fit for extorting caDfefitons or 

‘ difcoveries 


Digitized by LjC ;le 



of the INQUISITION. toi 

* difcoveries from (them. At this time [in 

* 1 55 7J h°th the pope and king Philip, tho* 
4 they differed: ha .other things, agreed in this, 
4 that they were the only fruemeans for ex- 
‘ tirpatrng herefy. So, as a ftep to the fetting 

* them up, a comnaiflion was given, to Bonner, 

* and twenty more, the greateft part lay men, 
*■ to Search all over iEnglahd for all fufpe&ed of 
4 herefy, that did mot hear: mafs, go in prb- 

* ceffiops, or take .holy bread or holy water: 
4 they were authorized, three being a quoruifc, 
•f to proceed either <by prefentpients, or other 

* politic way?: they were to deliver all they 

* discovered to their ordinaries; and were to 
4 ufe all fuch means as they could invent; 
4 which was left to their discretions and eori- 
4 Sciences, for executing their commiffioii. 

4 J^lany other commiflions, Subaltern to theirs, 

* were iffued -out for Several counties and dio- 
•? eefes. This was looked on as fuch an ad- 
4 vance towards an Inquliition, that all con- 

* eluded it would follow erelong. The burn- 

* ings were carried on vigoroufly in fome places, 
4 and but cpldly in molt parts; fpj the diflike 
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of them grew .to be almoft uhiverfal.'* Hdvv 
. greatly are we indebted to fach of our generous 
, anceftors, as. under the immortal queen Eliza- 
-:beth, refcued us,r at the hazard of their iivfes 
^ and fortunes,, from that diabolical yoke, the 
, Inquilition.: , \And hence, what Englifliibjfn 
, but mbit read, with the; utmoft deteftatioh, 
ivlhe following words, fpoke by a recorded 6f 
-diqndon, atthetrial of the ‘celebrated quafcerfc, 
: William Penm and William Mead. fi-.b Till 
,!•: now I never.! underftoodi thei.reafbn . of -the 
•i m policy and prudence of -thea Spaniards; fa 
v*; rfufferingithe Inquifition. among them; 
o5 certainly wiU . never .be welt withousi,! till 
(ow'ethingjiko the Sp.anifh_In>quifi tion.be in 
. .V §ngland»’ ;rNnthing furejcatt.be.morehbrrid 
, &hap ; thefe • woJ-dfiJ which - mull . . throw ; eternal 
f infamy, round cthe name of : this recorder (Sir 
. John fjovel.) ,The Britons, jit. >is to be hoped, 

-K ; r.r. , . j ; :.0 ■' . .will 

:,; r 3 ... -I * 

* Abridgement ,ojF,the hiftoty, (ft; tihejinirch of. England, 
book III. pag^^2. ..London i682,JByo* * 

""‘X An anfwer to the feditious and fcandalous pamphlet, 
-entitled, the trial of W. Penn and W. Mead, page 3. Lon- 
don, 1670, 4to. 
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will never fall fo low, as to leti the Inquifition 
take footing among them. . 

— ; 1 . ' “The baleful dregs 

Of.thefe late ages, the inglorious draught ' 

Of fervitude and folly have not yet, ■ 

Bjejl be th’ eternal ruler of. the- world, ■■ 

Befit d to fuck a depth of fordid Jhame 
The native honours of the human foul, : 

Nor fo effac’d the image of its fire, i ■ 

. ' Pleafujes of the Imagination, b. II. 

- We find (by bifhop Burnet) that previous 
to the perfecution under queen Mary, hinted 
at above, there were confultations concerning 
the methods to proceed againft heretics. Car- 
dinal Pool had been fufpedted to bear fome 
favour to them formerly, but he took great tare 
to avoid all occafions of being any more blamed 1 
for this : and indeed he lived in that diftriift 5 
of all the Engliih, that he opened his thoughts '■ 
to very few : for his chief confidents were two > 
Italians who came over with him, Priuli and ’ 
Ormaneto. Secretary Cecil, who in matters 
of religion complied with the . prelent time; J 
- i was 
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was obferved to have more of his favour than 
any Englifhman had. Pool was an enemy to 
all fevere proceedings ; he thought churchmen 
lhould have the teriderflefe-ef a father, and the 
care of a fhepherd ; and ought to reduce, but 
not devour the ftray Iheep. He had obfervCd, 
that cruelty rather inflamed than cured that 
diftemper. He thought the better and furer 
way, was t<? begin with an effectual reforma- 
tion of the manners of the clergy, fince it was 
the fcandal given by their ill condu«5t and ig- 
norance, that was the chief caufe of the growth 
of herefy ; fo he concluded, that if a primitive 
difcipline lhould be revived, the nation would, 
by degrees, lay down their prejudices, and 
might, in time, be gained by gentle methods. 
Gardiner, on the Other hand, being of an ab- 
je& and cruel temper himfelf, thought the llrift 
execution of the laws againft the Lollards, was 
that to which they ought chiefly to truft. If 
the preachers were made public examples, he 
concluded the people would be eafily reclaim- 
ed ; for he pretended, that it was vifible, if 
king Henry had executed the a& of the fix ar- 
ticles vrgoroufly, all would have fubmitted. 

He 
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He confeffed a reformation of the clergy was a 
good thing, but all times would not bear it.' 
IF they fliould proceed feverely againft Scanda- 
lous churchmen, the heretics would take ad- 
vantage from that, to defame the church the 
more, and raife a clamour againft all clergy- 
men .—-The queen was for joining both thefe 
councils together; and intended to proceed, at 
the fame time, both againft fcandalous church- 
men and heretics. * — In the courfe of the 
persecutions, endeavours were ufed, by the 
different parties, to urge the queen to continue 
them, and to diffuade her from thefe barbari- 
ties. ‘ At this time (fays biftiop Burnet) a 

* petition was printed beyond fea; by which 

* the reformers addreffed themfelves to the 

* queen ; they fet before her the danger of het 
4 being carried by a blind zeal, to deftroy the 
4 members of Cbrift, as St. Paul had done be- 
‘ fore his conversion. They remembered her 
4 of Cranmer’s interpofing to preferve her life 
4 in her father’s time. They cited manypaf- 
‘ fages out of the books of Gardiner, Bonnet 

* Burnet, ubi fupra, 269, 270, 271. 

O * and 
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‘ and Tonftall, by which fhe might fee that 

* they were not a&ed [actuated] by true prin- 

* ciples of confcience, but were turned as their 
» fears or intereft led them. They fhowed her 

* how contrary perfecution was to the fpirit of 

* the gofpel; that chriftians tolerated jews: 

* and that the turks, notwithftanding the bar- 

* barity of their tempers, and the cruelty of 

* their religion, yet tolerated chriftians. They 
« remembered her, that the firft law for burn- 

* ing in England, was made by Henry IV. as 

* a reward to the bifhops, who had helped him 
-* to depofe Richard II. and fo to mount the 

* throne. They reprefented to her, that God 
‘ had trufted her with the fword, which fhe 

* ought to employ for the prote&ion of her 

* people, and was not to abandon them to the 
4 cruelty of fuch wolves. The petition alfo 
4 turned to the nobility, and the reft of the 
4 nation; and the danger of a Spanifh yoke, 
4 and a bloody Inquifition were fet before 
4 them. — Upon this the popifh authors writ 
4 feveral books in juftification of thefe pro- 
4 ceedings. They obferved, that the jews 
4 were commanded to put blafphemers to 

4 death; 
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4 death ; and faid the heretics blafphemed the 
4 body of Chrift, and called it only a piece of 
4 bread. It became chriftians to be more zea- 
4 lous for the true religion, than heathens 
4 were for the falfe. St. Peter, by a divine 
4 power, ftruck Ananias and Sapphira dead. 

4 Chrift, in the parable, faid. Compel them to 
4 enter in. St. Paul faid, I would they were cut 
4 off that trouble you. St. Auftin was once againft 
4 all feverities in fuch cafes, but* changed his 
4 mind, when he faw the good effect which 
4 fome banifhments and fines had on the Do- 
4 natifts. That on which they infilled moll, 

4 was, the burning of the anabaptifts in king 
4 Edward’s time. So they were now fortified 
4 in their cruel intentions; and refolved to 
4 fpare none, of what age, fex or condition 
4 foever they might be.’* The reader of 
good fenfe, of what religion foever, will fee at 
once the weaknefs of the arguments on the 
popilh fide, compared with thofe of the pro- 
teftants ; and yet the former, (fo horrid was 
this miniftry) prevailed. 

* Idem, P. 276, 277. 

O 2 The 
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The Inquifition has not enlarged its jurif- 
di&ion fince the attempts: made to force it into 
the Netherlands. Such countries as had ad- 
mitted this tribunal before, are {bill fubjed to 
it; and thofe which had refufed it, have been 
fo happy as to keep it out; fo that it is now 
confined to a great part of Italy, and the do- 
minions fubjed to the crowns of Spain and 
Portugal; yet its power extends over a larger 
extent of ground than all Europe ; and, in the 
feveral places where it is eftablifhed, the fad 
marks thereof are but too apparent. 

Come ! by whatever facred name dljguis'd , 
Oppression, come ! and in thy works rejoice! 

See Nature’s richejl plains to putrid fens 
. ‘Turn’d by thy rage. From their unchearful bounds 
See raz’d th’ enliv’ning village , farm , and feat. 

Firfi rural toil , by thy rapacious hand 
Robb’d of his poor reward T refign'dthe plow ; 

And now he dares not turn the noxious glebe. 

’ Tis thine entire . The lonely fwain himfclf 
Who roves at large along the grdjfy downs 
His flocks to paflure, thine abhorrent flies. 

Far as the Jick’ning eye can ftoeep around 

: ’Th 
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'Tis all one defart , defolate and grey > 

Gras'd by the fullen bufalo alone ; 

And where the rank unventilated growth 
Of rotting ages taints the pajjing gale* 

Beneath the baleful bla/l the city pines , 

Or fnks enfeebled , or infeHed burns . 

Beneath it mourns the fohtary road , 

RolTd in rude mazes 0 er tK abandon'd wafe; 

While antient ways, ingulph'd are feen no more * 

Such thy dire plaints, thou felf dejlroyerl Foe 
To human kind . 

Thomson’s Liberty, part I. 


A DIS- 


Digitized by 




A 

DISTINCT ACCOUNT 

Of THE 

INQUISITION, 

AND 

Of the feveral things appertaining to it . 

T | H HERE are, in the dominions of the king 
of Portugal, four Inquifitions, viz. at 
Lilbon, Coimbra, Evora and Goa, in the Eaft 
Indies. The jurifdi&ion of the laft mentioned 
extends over all the countries poffeffed by his 
Portugueze majefty on the other fide of the 
cape of Good Hope. 

Belides thefe four Inquifitions, there is a 
fupreme council held in Lilbon, to which all the 
other Portugueze Inquifitions are fubordinate. 
This tribunal confifts of an Inquifitor General, 
who is appointed by the king, and confirmed 

b y 
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by the pope. He is empowered to nominate 
the Inquifiters in all the countries dependant 
on the crown of Portugal. Under him are five 
counfellors, a fifeal proclor,* a fecretary of 

the 

* ProRor is well known to be much the fame, in eccle- 
fiafticnl courts, as an .attorney is in lay ones. His bufineiis 
it -to fee that the church difeipline be maintained : and to 
bring to punifhment the difobedient. Fifeal fignifies pro- 
perly what belongs to the exchequer, cr king’s treafury; 
here it is faid to employ a prodlor, who,' for the fake , of, 
and in the name of the public, is to profecute delinquents 
with regard to matters ecclcfiafttal. 

The author of the Relation of the Fnquifition of Goa, p. 
89, St feq. Paris, 1688, i2mo. writes as follows concerning 
the officers of the Inquifition. 

* There are at Goa two Inquifitors: the firft called Inqui- 
4 fitor mcr [I fuppofc this fhould be mayor] or the great In- 
4 quifitor, is always a fecular prieft ; and the fecond a Do- 
4 minican friar. There likewife are officers called de- 
1 pudatos. Thefe are numerous, and of all religious orders. 

• They affift at the Judgment of prifoners, arid the drawing 
*■ up of their profecutions ; but never come to the tribunal, 

4 unlefs fent for by the Inquifitors. There are other of- 
4 fleers Riled Calificadores, who examine fuch propofitions 
4 as are looked upon to be contrary to the purity of dodlrine* 

4 Thefe do not affift at the judgments, they only making 

♦ their 

* 
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the king’s bed chamber, two fecretaries of the 
council, an alcayde or gaoler, a receiver, two 
reporters, two qualificators, and a great num- 
ber of fubaltem officers. 

This 

f their report with regard to a&ions committed. There alfo 
* i<ja pro&or, an attorney, and advocates or counfellors for 
4 fuch prifoners as may defire them. However, thefe coun- 
4 fellors are rather their betrayers than defenders ; their 
4 chief endeavours being only to draw their fecrets out of 
4 them. Befides, though there were no reafon to fufperfk 
4 their fidelity, yet their favour would be of little benefit to 
4 the prifoners ; thefe counfellors being never allowed to 
4 fpeak to them, except before the judges, or fome perfons 
4 deputed by the latter, in order to be prefent at thefe con- 
4 ferences. 

4 There are oth,qr officers of the Inquifition, called fa- 
4 nyliars, who are, as it were, the ferjeants or bailiffs of 
4 this tribunal. Perfons of all conditions, not excepting 
4 dukes and princes, glory in being familiars. Thefe are 
4 .employed in fei zing perfons impeached; and the ufual 
4 rule is, to fend a familiar (Si the fame rank or condition 
4 with the perfon who is to be feized. Thefe officers have 
4 no falary, they thinking it honour fufficient to ferve fo 
4 holy a tribunal. They wear a medal, on which the arms 
4 of the Inquifition is engraved. They go alone to feize a 
4 prifoner; and, when fuch a one is told that the Inquifitors 
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This fupreme council has an unlimited au- 
thority over all the Inquifitors of Portugal; 
they not being permitted to folemnize an Auto 
da Fe without its permiflion. This is the only 
tribunal of the Inquifition, from which there is 
no appeal. It may ena<5t new laws at pleafure. 
It determines all fuits or contefts arifing be- 
tween the Inquifitors. It punifhes the minif- 
ters and officers of the Inquifition. All appeals 
are made to it. In fine, the authority of this 
tribunal is fo great, that there is fcarce any 
one but trembles at its bare name; and even 

the king himfelf does not dare to oppofe it. 

# 

We obferved that, befides the fupreme 
council, there are four other tribunals of the 
Inquifition. Each of them is compofed of 
three Inquifitors or judges, a fifcal pro&or, two 

fecretaries, 

* 

4 have fent for him, he is obliged to follow the familiar io- 
Handy; for, were he to make the leaft refiftance, every 
« one would aHItl the above officer. 

4 There likewife are fecretaries, apparitors called meir- 
* inhos, an alcayde or gaoler ; and guards or attendants to 
« look after the prifoners, carry them food and other things 
4 neceffary.’ $ 
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fecretaries, a judge, a receiver, and a fecretary 
of confifcated poffeffions, affeflors, counfellors, 
an executor, phyficians and furgeons, a gaoler, 
a meffenger, door-keepers, familiars, and 
vifitors. •' 

There are, in the Romifh church, two forts 
of judges in matters of faith. The firft are f<3 
by virtue of the employment with which they 
are inverted ; fuch is the pope and the bilhops, 
who, immediately after their confecration, are 
fuppofed to receive, from heaven, a right and 
an abfolute jurifdidtion over heretics. 

The fecond fort of judges, are thofe dele- 
gated by the pope, who fets himfelf up as fu- 
preme judge in matters of faith ; and gives the 
judges in queftion an entire jurifdi&ion over 
all heretics and apoftates. Thefe are called 
apoftolical Inquiiitors. 

This employment is of fuch eminence, that 
thofe who are raifed to it have the fame title 
with bifhops : and Clement IV. to do them the 
greater honour, and enlarge their power, freed 
P 2 thepi 
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them from the jurifdidlion of the bifhops where 
they refide ; making them dependant only on 
the General Inquifitor of the kingdom. They 
likewife may publifh edicts againft heretics; 
heighten their punilhment; excommunicate, 
or take off the excommunication • from fuch as 
have incurred it, except thefe are dying. 

The Inquifitors may feize a heretic, though 
he fhould have fled for refuge into a church ; 
Which the bifhop muft not oppofe, on any 
pretence whatfoever; a circumftance that gives 
the Inquifitors greater power than is enjoyed 
by the kings of the countries where the Inqui- 
fition is eftablifhed. 

No prelate, or legate from the fee of Rome, 
can ’pronounce fentence of excommunication, 
fufpenfidn or interdi<ft, againft the Inquifitors 
and their fecretaries, without an exp refs order 
from the pope ; to prevent, as is pretended, 
the affairs of religion from being injured, and 
heretics from -going unpiinifhed. 

The 
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The Inquifitors may forbid the fecular judges 
to profbcutfe any perfon, even in a profecution 
carried bh, at firft, by their order. 

Any perfoh Who fliall kill, or employ ano- 
ther to kill, abufe or beat an tnquifitor and 
official of the Iiiquifition, fliall be delivered 
over to the fecular arm, in order to be feverely 
punilhed. 

tope Urban IV. granted them likewife the 
privilege of abfolving one another, and their 
afliftants, With regard to any faults committed 
by them, arifing from human frailty; and for 
which they may have incurred the fentence of 
excommunication. They, farther, may grant 
an indulgence of twenty or forty days, (as they 
may think proper) to perfons whom they lhall 
think penitent. 

They are impowered to abfolve all friars, 
companions, and notaries of the Inquifition, 
from the penance which may have been en- 
joined them during three years; provided fuch 
had endeavoured fincerely, and perfonally 

aided 
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aided and infilled in the profecution of here- 
tics, and of all who favour, defend or conceal 
them. And if any of the perfons in queftion 
fhould die in the purfuit of fo pious (as it is 
flrangely termed) a work, the Inquifitors may 
give them full abfolution, after, fuch perfons 
fhall have made a confeflion of all their fins. 

To thefe privileges we fhall add fuch as re- 
' late more immediately to the profecution of 
perfons impeached. All affairs relating to the 
pretended holy office, are managed by the In- 
quifitors, who, by virtue of the denunciations, 
informations, and accufations, brought againft 
all forts of perfons; iffue their orders for citing, 
feizing, imprifoning, and laying in irons, thofe 
who are accufed. 

Run , with your nofe to earth : 

Run , blood hound , run ; and Jcent out royal murder. 
Tou fecond rogue , but equal to the firfi. 

Plunder, fly, hang: nay, take your tackling with you, 
For thefe fall hold them faf: (hang, hang the Jlaves ) 
To the mid region in the fun. 

Plunder, be gone, vipers, afps and adders. 

Dryden’s Tragedy of the Duke of Guife, Adt III. fcenel. 

The 
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The Inquifitors receive the confeflions and 
depofitions of thofe perfons, and appoint the 
various tortures, in order for extorting from 
them whatever they defire ffiould be confefled. 
In fine, they condemn definitively, all who 
have the fad fate to be their prifoners, without 
any appeal whatfoever. The Inquifitors may, 
for their own eafe, appoint perfons to affift as 
judges, in their names, in cafe of ficknefs or 
ab'fence ; and thefe are allowed much the fame 
prerogatives with thofe who eftablifhed them ; 
and can be removed by none but the Inquifi- 
tors by whom they were nominated. They 
likewife may appoint more afliftants or com- 
miffaries, proportionably to the cities or towns 
in the provinces dependant on this tribunal. 
There mull be one commiflary at leaft, in 
every town. 

The fecond officer of the Inquifition is the 
•fifcal prodlor. This man, upon informations 
made againft perfons, receives the depofitions 
of the witneffes ; and addreffes the Inquifitors, 
in order for their being feized and imprifoned. 
In a word, he is their accufer, and pleads 

againft 
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againft them, after their being taken up. The 
fecretaries keep an exa<ft regifter of the prifon- 
ers from the time of their commitment; of the 
principal articles of the indi<3ment; with the 
names of the witnefles who fwore againft 
them. In a word, they write down the pro- 
ceedings in all caufes, and the defence made 
by the prifoner. They likewife regifter all the 
orders given by the executor, and other of- 
ficers of the tribunal in queftion. All writ- 
ings muft be carefully locked up, to prevent 
their being perufed by any perfons except 
thofe acquainted with the fecrets of the Inqui- 
fttion. The judge of the goods and chattels 
confifcated, is judge between the fife or exche- 
quer, and private perfons, in all caufes re- 
lating to the effects of prifoners. 

The receiver is to take exaft care of the con- 
fifcated pofleffions ; myft fell them, and apply 
the monies purfuant to the orders given him. 
-He likewife muft be prefent, when the execu- 
tor, and the other officers, fequefter the 
pofleffions of prifoners ; which is not done 
•ivithout an exprefs command from the Inqui- 

fitor. 
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fitpr. The fecretacy of the fequeftrations,> 
takes an exa<5t inventory of r all the; effe&s be-' 
longing to the prifoners found in their poffef- 
fion;. or in the hands of other- perfons, who,? 
fliould they alienate the leaft part of them,E 
would be expafed to the utmoft rigours of this- 
tribunal. All the effe&s and pofleflions be- 
longing to the prifoners, are lodged with the 
receiver of the fequeftrationsj together with 
an exa& inventory, ;ligned by the executor,: 
who, as well as the fecretary, has a copy there- 
of. 


, The duties of the executor, is to execute 
the orders of the Inquilitors, and particularly' 
to take criminals, and go in purfuit of them,: 
if they are at a diftance; to look carefully after' 
them, when in their hands; and even to fetter, 
them, &.c. in order to convey them, with the 
greater fecurity, to the prifona Of the Inquffi- 
tion. i j • 

- s 

The familiars are the bailiffs or catchpoles of i 
the Inquifition. Though this is a mod igno - ; 
minious employment in all other criminal; 

Q courts, 
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courts, ft yet is looked upon as fo honourable 
in the Inquisition, that dvery nobleman in 
Portugal' is a familiar of this tribunal. It is : 
not futprifing, that perfons of the higheft qua- 
lity fliould be folic itoifs for this poll, ffnce the 
pope has granted, to theft familiars, the like 
plenary indulgences as the council of Lateran 
gave to fuch perfons as fliould go to the fucoour 
of the holy ltfnd againft the infidels. $ They 
are the fhtellites of the Inquifltors; they at- 
tending' on' them and- defending them ifneeef- 
fary, againft the infults of heretics. Thejr 
accompany the executor, whenever he goes t6 
feize criminals ; and malt obey all orders given 
them by the chief officers of the Inquifition, 
Several privileges are allowed them, efpecially 
th«.carrying arms; but they are ordered to ufe 
tholb with- difcretion. 


•Affeflbrsand counfellors are perfons flailed 
in the canon and civil law. The Inquifitors 
eonfult them in all difficult points, but follow 
their opinions no farther than they think pro- 
per They commonly make ufe of thofe per- 
fdns to give> the greater weight to their fen- 

• ' tences, 
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tences, by the fpecious precautions they take ; 
bat in •no other view than to impofe on man* 
bind. 

- Thevifitar isaperfon appointed by the In- 
<juifitOT General, to ihfpe& all the towns, cities 
and provinces where commiffiiries are efiabiifb* 
ed. They muft inform him of the care which 
thefe cSmifaiffaries take in featrching after he- 
retics; and . make a report thereof, in order 
that he, with his: council, may ufefuch mea- 
fures as may be thought fitting : the vHitor 
muft pay the /nojoft* exa& obedience to the in* 
ftrwftions of the Inquifitor : he is forbid to 
ledge at the Jboufes of thofe over tohofe conduft 
he has an eye; ito receive jhe letaft prbferit 
from them, or any one fent in their name. 
The number of thefe vifitors is always in pro* 
portion to that ofihe. towns, andtheektfentof 
the provinces Where the Inquifition is eftablHh- 
ed. '• '•■ ! ' • 

The feveral officers of this fribfarial mtift make 
oath, beforethe Inquifk6rs,todifchhrgfe faith- 
fully the duties of 4heir '^ihployiheht; not to 

divulge 
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divulge the moft minute particular relating td 
the Inquifition or its prifons, on any.pretence 
whatfoever, upon pain of being turned out, 
and puniihed with the utmoft feverity. The 
Jnquifitors admit of no excufe 'on thefe occa- 
fiops; fecrecy , being the foul-, . as it were, and 
the mighty fuppott of this tribunal. : 

. Befides thefe feveral officers of the Inquifi- 
tion, .the popes have likewife commanded, ' by : 
their bulls, magiftrates in general, to give all 
the afliftaOjce ; in their ’ power; ndt . only to the 
Inquifitors; but likewife. to their. various fubaf- 
fefn officers; who: may IfenH in ; need thereof, - 
in the, exercife of their employments, upon 
pain of their beibg fubje&rta. ecclefiaftical jpu- 
niJhments. ; . ; : . > 

. v, ; • ■ : • y ■ ■ 

The Ipquifitors being, < as was : obferved, 
judges delegated by the pope, for enquiring 
into matters of faith, and for extirpating he- 
refy; they, upon this fpecious pretence, are 
ipipowered itoprofecuteall forts of friars, df 
whf^t rank or, condition fpeyer, ^either in; their 
ow^i 7 nanjes, j , r by. ! 'the . Jujprep? ) council of the 
1, ' ‘ kin S- 
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kingdom, or by the pope. ’Tis fo much the in- 
tereft of the Roman, pontiff to-fupport the In-i 
quifitors, that he exerts his whole authority for 
this purpofe ; fome examples whereof will be 
given hereafter. 

; In fine, they may profecute indiscriminate- 
ly, any layman infected with herefy, not ex- 
cepting princes or kings. However, the In- 
quifitors, to Secure themfelves from any ill 
confequences which might attend their attack- 
ing perfons in fuch exalted Rations, confult 
the pope on thefe occafions, and proceed as' 
he may direft. This precaution is not ufed 
out of refpe# to perfons of high eminence and 
crowned heads; but, for fear left a Severe 
treatment Ihould exafperate them, and caufe 
them to oppofe the Inquifition in places where 
it is poor, and not powerfully eftablifhed. No 
perfons : would be exempt from the profecu- 
tions of this tribunal, how great foever his 
privileges might otherwise be, Should he pre- 
fume to fpeak contemptuously of this tribunal; 
this being an infinitely worfe crime than the 
moft pernicious herefy. 

Having 
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.. Having thus mentioned tHe privileges, &c. 
of the Inquifition, let us now specify the 

Cafes or Circumjlances which JhbjeQ a peifon to this 
tribunal. 

• ‘ * * • ' * 

r I H H E firft is herefy. — Under the name of 
A heretics are comprehended all perfons 
who have fpoke, writ, taught or pra&ifed any 
tenets contrary to the feriptures, to the arti- 
cles of the creed; and, efpeciaUy,. to r the tra- 
ditions of the church of Rome, Likewife fuch 
as have denied the catholic faith, by going 
oyer to fome other religion ; or who, though 
they do not, quit the Roralfh. communion, 
praife the cuftoms and ceremonies of other 
churches; pra&ife fome of them; or believe 
that perfons may he faved in aU religions, pro- 
vided they profefs them with fincerity. 

They likewise confitier as heretics, all who 
difapprove any ceremonies, ufages, or cuftoms 
received, not only by the church, hut even by 
the Inquiiition. 

AU 
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All who think, * fay, or teach- any thing 
contrary to the opinion received at Rome, with 
regard to the pope's fupreme, unlimited au- 
thority, and his fuperiority over general coun- 
cils; as likewife fuch. as fpeak, teach of write 
any thing contrary to the papal decifions, on' 
what occafion foever, are looked upon as her 
xeticSi 

A fufpicion of herefy, which is the fecond 
cafe, is ftill more extenfive; for to incur fuch 
fufpicion, it is enough that a perfon only 
ftarts fome propofition which may offend the 
hearers ; Or does not impeach, thofe who ad- 
vance any fuch. That perfon is likewife fuf- 
pe&ed of herefy, who contemns, infults or 
mutilates any images. Likewife all thofe who 
read books condemned by the Inquihtion,- or 
who lend them to others. 

That perfon alfo incurs a fufpicion of herefy,, 
who deviates from the ordinary cuftoms- rela- 
ting to religion, pradtifed by the Romanics ; 
fuch as letting a year pafs, without going to 

confeffion 

• How can other perfons know their thoughts ? 
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confeffion and communion,* the eating meat on 
fifli days ; or neglecting to go to mafs at the : 
times enjoined by the church. . 

•Thofe alfo !are fufpe&ed of herefy, who, 3 
being in holy orders, repeat fuch facraments ; 
as.flhould not be repeated; endeavour to enter' 
into the marriage ftate; or marry two or more- 
wives. 

In fine, fuch incur a fufpicion of herefy; as'* 
go but once, to the fermons of heretics, or to- 
any other of their public exercifes. Likewife 
thofe who negleCt to appear before the;Inqui- 
fitors, when fummoned; or procure abfolu- 
tion, the fame year they were excommunicated. ' 
Alfo, the contracting a friendthip with here- 
tics/ the lodging fuch; the making them pre- 
fents, or even vifiting them ; efpecially the-' 
preventing their being imprifoned in the In- 
quifition; the furnifhing them with opportu- 
nities of efcaping, though induced thereto by 
the ftrongeft ties of blood, of gratitude or pity. 
This article is carried to fuch lengths by the 
Ipquifitors, that perfons are not only forbid to 

. fave 
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lave heretics* hut are obliged to. difqpvet them, 
though a %Uier, brother, hufband, or wife ; 
and thj$ upon pain of excommuttio?tipn ; of 
incurring a fufpiciop of herefy; and of being 
obnoxious to the rigours of the tribunal in 
(juehian, as fautotsor abettors .of herefy, ffow 
unnatural, how cruel is fuch an injmvJHonj 
Thefe couftitute the third cafe, fubje# tp the 
judgment of the JncjuilUmm Under the name 
of fautors, are comprehended afl who favour, 
defend, or give advice or afliftance, of what 
kind foever, tp thofe whom the fnquifitors 
have begun to profecute. 

Thofe libewife become obnoxious, who, 
knowing perfons to be heretics, or to have 
shaped pty of the prifons of the Jmjuifjtiop} 
prwbp, upon their being cited to appear, re- 
fute tp oh e y the Commons ; conceal, or give 
them advice or afltyancs ip order for tjiei.r 
efcaping; likewife fuel* a§ mo|§ft, by thread 
pr pt.herwife, the agents pf ttys tribunal in the 
execution pf their office ; or who, though they 
do not obftru# it themfelves, aid or abet fneb 
as pppofe them. 

R Under 
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Under the name of fautors of herefy, are 
alfo included thofe who fpeak, without per- 
miffion, to the prifoners; or who write to 
them, either to give them advice, or merely 
to comfort them. Such as prevail upon, by 
money or otherwife, witnelfes to be filent, or 
to favour the prifoners in their depofitions ; or 
who conceal, burn, or get pofleflion, in what 
rhann&r foever, of papers which may be of ufe 
in convicting perfons accufed. 

The fourth cafe fubjeCt to the judgment of 
the Inquifition, includes magicians, wizards, 
foothfayers, and fuch like, of whom there are 
fuppofed to be (very idly fure) more in Italy 
than in any other country, the Italian women 
being ftrangely curious and credulous. We 
{hall' not fpecify the various accufations brought 
on thofe occalionS; they colififting of' ridicu- 
lous fuperftitions, arifing from a heated ima- 
gination and blind credulity, rather than from, 
a depraved will and a corrupt heart. We will 
only obfeirve, that, among the feveral cafes 
fubjeCVto the Inquifitioa, none fill its prifons 
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with a greater, number of women of all condi- 
tions. 

Blafphemy, (the fifth cafe) though very 
common, and one of the greateft crimes, yet 
the Inquifitors do not take cognizance of it, 
except it contains fome herefy. We fhall for- 
bear giving inftances thereof here, it being 
much better for mankind, that fuch things 
fhould be buried in oblivion. 

Though neither Jews, Mohammedans, or 
fuch like, are fubje<5t to the Inquifition, in 
many things, they yet are obnoxious to it, in 
all the cafes above-mentioned; thofe crimes 
not being tolerated in Jews and Mohammedans, _ 
&c. more than in Chriftians. Farther, the 
abovemeutioned become fubjetft to the Inqui- 
fition, if they affert, write, or publifh any 
particulars contrary to the Romifli communion. 
Thus, for inftance, fhould a Jew or Moham- 
medan deny the trinity, or a providence, he 
would be punifhed as an heretic; as alfo, was 
he to hinder a perfon profefling any of thofe 
R 2 religions 
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rfeligrohs from taming chriftian t br convert a 
Romanifl to theirs, or favour fuch a defigft. 

JeWs aTe nfot allowed t» Vend, publish, or 
even keep the Talmud; or any book, which 
. {peaks contemptuou'fty Of the cbriftian religion, 
or is prohibited by the IwqtiifitiOft. 

In fine; J*ews are not permitted to have 
Chriftian nurfes, or to do -any thing in con- 
tempt of the Romiih religion. The Inquifitors 
take cognizance of all fuch cafes-; and pnnilhes 
"offenders in them With the uttadft feverity ; fo 
that the dread of this obliges : thofe unhappy 
peoiple to become converts to popery. -How- 
ever, fuch a eohverfion does not make theth 
'better men. Thefe are always diftinguilhed 
by the title of new chriftians, a name which 
is fo much detefted, that the old chrifti&Ws 
can feldomije prevailed Upon to marry among 
the -heiw, though the 'families of-thelatterhad 
•bten chriftians from their (great grandfathers. 
The titter abhorrence in which thefe new con- 
•Verts are held, makes them unite more dofely 
one With the other, in 'Order to perform mu- 
tual 
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tuai (Services, which they could not expe<Jl 
from the 'old chriftians : but this very union is 
commonly the fouroe of their misfortunes. To 
illuftrate this, I heed but obferve that, if a 
netv chriftian, who is fincerely fuch, happens 
to <contr-a<ft a Very ftrhft intimacy with other 
new chriftians, this alone would be fufficient 
to make him fufpe&ed of pra<5tifmg Jewifh ce- 
remonies with them, in fecret. In confe- 
quence of this fufpicion, fuch perfon is feized 
by Order of the holy office ; and accufed, by 
the depdfitroh offamc-perfie^ of being a Jew. 
Being confcious rtf his innocence, he flatters 
himfelf that nothing will be eafter for him than 
to .prove it publicly; Whence he makes no dif- 
ficulty to comply with 'the ctrftom teftablifhed 
'by the fnqu»fiteps,’viz. of giving in -immediate- 
ly a Complete inventory of all his effects, &c. 
upon the firm perfuafion that they will be re- 
ftored tohim, the'inftanthe fhall’have juftified 
himfelf. But he is tniftaken ; for, prefently 
after he has given in fuch inventory, the In- 
quifltors feize -his effeifts, and fell them pub- 
licly by audtion. The bare accufation pro- 
nounces him guilty; and he has no other way 

to 


1 34 ORIGIN, &V. 

to efcape the flames, than by making a confef- 
fion, conformably to the articles of the indict- 
ment. As his accufer, the witneffes, and him- 
felf, are not brought face to face, his innocence 
is of no fervice. His riches prove his ruin, 
thofe being certainly feized; and his life would 
inevitably fall a facrifice, fljould he not ac- 
knowledge himfelf a relapfed Jew, though Ire 
had always been a zealous Romanift. 

The fixth and laft cafe fubjeCi. to the judg- 
ment of the Inquifition, is of. thofe who refill 
its officers, or anyway oppofe its jurifdiClion. 

As one of the chief maxims of this tribunal is 
to drike terror, and to awe fuch as are fubject 
to it ; it puniflies with the utmod feverity all 
who offend its agents and officers. On thefe 
occafions, the flighted fault is confidered as a 
heinous crime. Neither birth, employment, 
dignity or rank, can proteCl. To threaten 
ever, fo little tlie lowed officer belonging to the 
Inquifition, its informers, or witneffes, would j 
be punilhed with the extremed rigour. 

Sucjx 
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Such are the cafes which fubjedl a perfon to 
the Inquifition ; and there are four ways, by 
which fucli a one ufually, becomes fo. Firft, 
by common fame, which declares him to be 
guilty of one or more of the crimes fpecified 
above : fecondly, by the depofition of witneffes, 
who impeach him: thirdly, by his being in- 
formed againft by the fpies of the Inquifition, 
who are difperfed every where : laftly, by the 
confeffion of the prifoner, who accufes himfelf, 
in hopes of being treated with greater humanity, 
than if he had been informed againft by others. 

We (hall now proceed to the manner of pro- 
secuting a perfon impeached; and this, foine- 
times, upon the flighteft fufpicion. Firft, he 
is fummond, three feveral times, to appear be- 
fore the Inquifitors;' when, if through fear or 
contempt, lie Should negledi to do this, he 
would be excommunicated, and fontenced; 
provifionally, to pay a confiderable fine; after 
which, (hould he be feized, a more fevere fen- 
tence would inevitably be puffed upon him. 

The' 
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The fafefl; courfe therefore, for a perfon im- 
peached, is, to obey the firft fummons. The 
longer he delays on this occalion, the more 
criminal he makes himfelf, in the eye of the 
Inquifitors, though he fhould really be innocent. 
To dilobey the command of the Inquifitors, is 
ever confidered by them as a crime. They al- 
ways look upon delays to be certain indications 
of guilt, as ftiQwing a dread to appear before 
the judges. When, therefore, a perfon is re- 
duced to this fad extremity, nothing can fecure 
him from the moll; rigorous punilhmeot, but a 
voluntary and perpetual exile : nothing is forgot 
by the Inquifitors ; time cannot obliterate any 
crime; and prefcription is a tiring unknown to 
them. 


It frequently happens, that the Inquifitors, 
either from their considering the crime of which 
a perfon Hands impeached, as enormous, and 
that they have fufficient evidence againft him ; 
or from their apprehending that he may efcape ; 
immediately iffue their orders, without firft 
fending a fummons, for his being feized, in 
any place whatfoever. When this is the cafe, 

no 
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my afylum or privilege can flop, a Angle mo- 
ment, the 1 profecutiort, nor abate its rigours. 
'ITie Inqiiifitbrs give an order, under their own 
hands, to the executor, who takes a fufficient 
number of familiars along with him, to prevent 
a refcue. ' 


Woriis could fcarce defcribe the calamity of 
a mail under thefe circumftances. He, per- 
haps, is feized, rvhen in company with his 
friehds, and Unfounded by his family; a fa- 
ther by his fdn’s fide; a foil by that of his fa- 
therland a Wife in company with her hufband. 
No perfbn is allowed to make the leaft fefift- 
ance, or even t'o fpeak a fingle word in favour 
of the prifoner; who is not indulged a mo- 
ment’s refpite to fettle his moft important af- 


fairs. 




Hence the feadfermay judge, of the coriti- 
htlal apprbheiifibiis with which periods, ih- 
habitirig countries Where the thquitition is 
Htahllihed, nihil necelTarily be filled; fince, 
in order td fefcure themfelves from it, one 
friend is obliged td facrifece another ; foiis their 
S parents; 
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parents ; parents their children; hplban* their 
wives, .and wives their hufbands, by \accufing 
them- to .the pretended holy office., ; How hor- 
rid a fource haye we here of perfidy, and inhu- 
manity ! What kind of community . muft that 
be, whence gratitude, love, and a mutual for- 
bearance with regard to human frailties,' are 
bariifihed! What muft that tribunal be, which 
obliges parents, not only to .erafe from their 
minds . the r n emern brance of their own children; 
to extmguifli all the fenlations Q f tendernefs 

:? ■ on ’ which nature infpires for them ; 
but even to extend their inhumanity fo far, as 
to force them to become their accufers, Jnd 
co nfequently the caufe of the cruelties inflicted 

on. them. 

What idea ought we to form to ourfelves of 
a tribunal, which obliges children, not only to 
ftifle every foft impulfe of gratitude, love and 
refpe<ft due to thofe who gave them birth ; but 
even forces them, upon the mol*. rigorous pe- 
nalties, tobe fpies over their .parents; and to 
difcover to the mercilefs Inquifitors, the crimes, 
the errors, and even the little lapfes to which 

human 
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human frailty fo often urges: in a word, .pi 
tribunal which will not permit relations, when 
imprifoned in itp horrid dudgeons, to give 
each other {he fuccours, or to perform the du- 
ties which religion enjoins. What diforder and 
confufion mud fuch a conduct give rife to, in 
a tenderly-loving family! An expreflion, in- 
nocent in itfelf, and perhaps but too trtie, ihall, 
from an indifcreet zeal, or a panic fear, give 
infinite uneafinefs to a family; lhall ruin it 
intirely; and, at laft, caufe one or morp ofits 
members to he the innocent, fad victims of 
the moll barbarous of all tribunals. 

What diffractions muft neceflarily break out, 
in a family where the hqfband and wife are at 
variance, and the children loofe and, wicked! 
Will fuch children fcruple to facrifice a father 
who endeavours to reftrain them by his exhor- 
tations, by reproaches or paternal corrections? 
Alas, no ! thefe will plunder his fioufe, to fup-' 
port themfelves in their extravagance and riot; 
and afterwards deliver up their unhappy pa- 
rent to all the horrors of a tribunal, whofe 

5 % pro-r 
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proceedings are founded on the blackeft in-r 
jultice. 

A riotous hufband, or a loofe wife, have 
likewife an eafy opportunity, by. means of the 
profecutions in queftion, to rid themfelves of 
any one who is a check to their vices, by de- 
livering up him or her to the rigours of the In- 
quifition. Every deteftable expedient, fuch 
as falfe oaths and teftimonies, are employed, 
with impunity, to facrifice an innocent per- 
fon. Very juftly, therefore, might, an inge- 
nious French author, a Rpmanift, write thus; 
(fpeaking of the various courts in Lima :) 

‘ The moft formidable of all the tribunals is 

* that of the Inquifition, whole bare name 

* ftrikes terror univerfally. I, Becaufe the 
‘ informer is admitted as a witnefs, II. Ag 
4 the perfons impeached never know thofe who 

4 inform againft them. Ill, As the witnefies , 
4 are never confronted.— -Hence innocent peo-i, 
4 pie are daily feized, whole, oply crime is, 

' ‘ that 
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* that certain p^rfons are bent upon their de- 
‘ ftru$jon.’ * ; ! r 

When a perfon is- ouce imp* Homed b^- the 
Inquifitors, his treatment is- ftilt more cruel. 
He is thoroughly fearched, to' difcover, if pof- 
fible, any books or paper s which may ferve to 
conviit him ; or feme irtftarumtent he may 
employ to put an end- to. his life, in order 
to efcape the torture, Ike. Of this there 
are but too many fad examples;- and fome 
prifoners. have been fo raih, asto dafti , their* 
brains out ag^i nil the wall-, upon their being; 
unprovided with fcihavsj a- knife, a rope, ahd 
fuch like, 

Aftera prifoner hfts been carefully fearched';' 
and that his- money,; papers; buckles; rings] ■ 
jkc.have been taken from <hlm, he is cohve 1 y'ed ; 
to a. dungeon* the bare fight of which mnft fill' ; 
him with horrof. Torn front his family and - 1 
his friends, who are not allowed accefs to, or 
.. ■ ■, f . ‘ - - even 

* Relation du .voyage dd la-Mer iV Sud,' par Mi*.‘ Frezret, 
p. aoi. Paris, 1732, 4to,- 
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even to fend him one confolatory letter ; or to 
take the leaft ftep in his favour, in order to 
prove his innocence ; he fees himfelf inflantly 
abandoned to his inflexible judges, to his me- 
lancholy, to his defpair; and even often to 
his moft inveterate enemies, quite uncertain of 
his fate. Innocence, on fuch an occafion, is 
as a weak reed, nothing being eafier than to 
ruin an innocent perfon, 

Being come to prifon, the Inquifitor, at- 
tended by the officers of this mock holy tribu- 
nal, goes to the prifoner’s abode; and there 
caufes an exa6t inventory to be taken of all his 
papers, effedls, and of every thing found in his 
houfe. They frequently feize all the prifoners 
other poffeflions ; at leaft the greateft part of 
them, tp pay themfelves the fine to which he 
may be fentenced ; for very few efcape out of 
the Inquifition without being half ruined, un- 
lefs they happen to be very wealthy indeed. 

The houfe of the Inquifition in Lifbon is a 
very fpacious edifice. There lire four courts, 
each about forty foot fquare, round which are 

galleries 
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galleries (in the dormitory form) two ftories 
high. In thefe galleries are the cells or prifons, 
being about three hundred. Thofe on the 
ground-floor ate allotted for the vileft of cri- 
minals (as they are tetmed;) and are fo many 
frightful dungeons, all of free-ftone, arched 
over, and) very gloomy. ; The cells on the firft 
floor are! filled with lefs guilty perfons; and 
womed are commonly lodged in thofe of the 
ifecend'ftory. - Thefe Several galleries are hid 
frota view, ' both, within arid without, by a wall 
above fifty feet high;' and built a few feet 
diftanee -from the cells, which darkens them 
exceedingly. The houfe in queftion is of 
fo great an extent, and contains fo vaft a va- 
riety of turnings, that I am perfuaded a pri- 
soner could fcarce .find his way out, unlefs he 
•was well acquainted with its windings; fo that 
this horridly fpacioris prifon may be compared 
to Daedalus’s labyrinth. 

Here rooms within themfelves encircled lie. 

With various windings to deceive the eye. 


SucS 
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^Sucl is the viorir fo 'intricate the place j ” 

, That fcarcethe workmen all its turns c Quid trace ; 
’jAnddD&djius ' was puzzled hot# to [find ; / 

The ferret ways of what kmfetf dejighds 

Ovi d’s Metwnorp;. b. VIII. tranflated' by 0r. Cao x all. 

The apartmentisOf the chief Itiitfaifitor, which. ’ 
like wife are very large, ainakepalrt tof this houfe. 
The entrance to it is through a coach gate,* 
which leads to a large court or yard,* round 
which are federal ipacimrs apartments,/ where 
the king and hil court commonly ftaad, to 
view the proceffion of the prifoners the day* of 
the Auto da Fe.: 

The ftrrniture of thefei miferable dungeons 
i i s > a ftfliaw.bed, a blanket, fheets, and fome- 
times a mattrefs. The piifoner ha& liketvife a 
frame o£ wood about fix feet long* and three 

or 

* Thefe are v$Ty. common in Prance, and. are madfe to 
give an air of grandeur to an hdUfe, and to ferve as a 
paflagefor coaches to enter the. court or yard of.it, .As low 
perfons are fond of imitating thofe in high-life, we often 
fee, in Paris, a coach door to the hoiife of an infignificant 
tradefman. 
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of four wide. This he lays on the ground, 
and fpre^ds bis bed upon it. He alfo has a 
great earthen pot to eafe nature in ; an earthen 
pan for walhing himfelf; two pitchers, one 
for clean and the other for foul water ; a plate, 
and ,a little veffel with pil to light his lanjp. 
He is not, however, allowed, any hooks, not 
even thofe of devotion. 


With regard toprovifions, the Jnquifitors 
allow every prifoner a teftopn, [feven-pence 
half-penny Englilh money] per day for his fub- 
fiftanee. The gaoler, accompanied by two 
Other officers, vifits, at the end of every month, 
all the prifoners, to enquire of then* how they 
would have their .monthly allowance laid out. 
The prifoner ufualily expends mine teftoons for 
part of his provifions ; that is, for a porringer 
of broth, and half a pound of boiledheef daily ; 
eight teftfions for bread, four for cheefe, two 
for fruit, four for brandy, and the reft for 
oranges, lemons, fugar and walhing. The 
gaoler’s fecretary, who accompanies him, takes 
an exaft account of what particulars every prf- 
fonex requefts to he provided with during the 
T month; 
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month; which orders are pun&ually obferved; 
the perfon who is appointed to furnifli the 
prifoners on thefe occafions being punifhed in 
cafe he infringes them. Such as have a great ap- 
petite, or defile wine, (as foreigners particularly 
do) petition for an audience, in order to fet 
forth their wants ; and thefe are ufually fupplied, 
provided fuch indulgence does hot foment in- 
temperance, or is too expenfive. I myfelf 
addreffed the Inquifitors for this purpofe, and 
my requeft was granted. 

It is only on fuch occafions, or in ficknefs, 
that the Inquifitors (how fome little humanity. 
Thefe excepted, nothing is found in them, but 
feverity and barbarity. They are quite inflex- 
ible ; for when once a perfon has the misfortune 
to be their prifoner, he is not only forbid all 
correfpondence with his family and friends, (as 
was obferved before) but even to make the lead 
noife, to complain, figh, addrefs heaven aloud, 
to fings pfalms or hymns. Thefe are capital 
crimes, for which the guards or attendants of 
the Inquifition, who are ever walking up and 
down the paflages, firft reprove him feverely; 

but 
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but if he happens to make any noife a fecond 
time, they open his cell, beat him feverely; 
and this, not only to punilh the prifoner him- 
felf, but likewife to intimidate others, who, by 
reafon of the horrid filence which reigns, and 
the proximity of the cells, hear the blows and 
cries of the wretched vi&im. I (hall here give 
an inftance of this barbarity, attefted by feve- 
ral perfons. A prifoner having a violent cough, 
one of the guards came and ordered him not 
to make a noife : he replied, that it was not 
in his power to forbear; when his cough in- 
creafing, he was commanded, a fecond time, 
to be filent; but this being impoffible, they 
ftripped the poor creature naked, and beat him 
fo unmercifully, that his ceugh grew worfe; 
and the blows being again repeated, he died 
foon after. „ 

By this filence which the guards or keepers 
force prifoners to keep, they not only deny 
them every little confolation, but prevent 
fuch as are neighbours from making the leaft 
acquaintance ; for, the inftant this Ihould be 
found, they would be removed to other cells. 

T 2 They 
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They never lodge two prisoners in the fame 
cell; to prevent, (as the Inquifitors pretend) 
their confulting together, in order to fupprefs 
or conceal the truth, or to baffle the interro- 
gatories ; but the chief motive for keeping thofc 
unhappy perfons apart, is to extort from them, 
by the dread fdlitude of their confinement, a 
eonfeflion of whatever the Inquifitors may re- 
quire from them. 

However, on fome occafions, two prifoner* 
are lodged together in the fame cell; as, for 
inftance, when a hufband and wife are im- 
prifoned for the like crime ; and that there is 
no room to fufpetft, that one of them will pre- 
vent the other from freely confeffing the feveral 
articles of which he or Ihe may ftand indicted. 
When a prifoner is fick, a companion is giveft 
him, in order to aflift him as he is told. Like- 
wife, when the Inquifitors have not been able 
to prevail with a prifoner to plead guilty, and 
that there are not proofs fufficient to convict 
him ; they then fend him a companion, who 
has been taught his leffon before-hand, by the 
officers of the Inquifition ; and this companion 

artfully 
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artfttlly glides into the confidence of the pri- 
foner; wins his friendfhip; and inveighs 
ftrongly againft the Inquifitors; acCufes them 
of injuftice, Cruelty and barbarity ; and, in- 
fenfibly, caufes the unhappy vidlim to join his 
reproaches, againft the Inquifitors and the In- 
quifitiOn. This is a black and unpardonable 
crime ; andfhould the prifoner fall inadvertent- 
ly into this trap, he would be inevitably un- 
done; for then his companion immediately 
defires to be admitted to audience ; appears as 
a witnefs againft him; and is no longer his 
fellow prifoner. 

A day or two after a prifoner is brought intd 
his cell, his hair is cut off, and his bead 
fliaved. On thefe occafions no diftindtion is 
made in age, fex, or birth. He then is or- 
dered to tell his name, his profeffion ; and to 
make a difcovery of whatever he is worth in 
the world. To induce him to do this the more 
readily, the Inquifitor promifes, that, if he be 
really innocent, the feveral things difclofed by 
him will be carefully reftored ; but that, fhould 
ally effects, 8sc. concealed by him, be afterwards 

found, 
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found, they all will be confifcated, though he 
may be cleared. As moft of the Portugueze 
are fo weak, as to be firmly perfuaded of the 
fandity and integrity of this tribunal, they 
jlo not . fcruple to difcover even fuch things as 
fhey might moft eafily conceal ; from a firm 
Relief that every particular will be reftored to 
them, the moment their . innocence fhall be 
proved. However, thefe haplefs perfons are 
impofed upon; for thofe who have the fad 
fortune to fall into the mercilefs hands of the 
Iniquitous judges, are inftantly bereaved of all 
their poffeflions. In cafe they plead their in- 
nocence with regard to the crimes of which 
|hey ftand accufed, and yet fhould be convid- 
ed by the witneffes who fwore againft them, 
they then would be fentenced as guilty, and 
their whole pofleffions confifcated. If prifon- 
ers, in order to efcape the torture, and in 
hopes of being fooner fet at liberty, own the 
crime or crimes of which they are impeached, 
they then are pronounced guilty by their own 
confeffion; and the public, in general, think 
their effeds, Sic. juftly confifcated. If fuch 
prifoners come forth as repentant criminals, 

who 
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who had accufed themfelves voluntarily, they 
yet dare not plead their innocence ; fiiice they 
thereby would run the hazard of being im- 
prifoned again, and fentenced, not only as 
hypocritical penitents ; but likewife as wretches 
who accufe the Inquifitors of injuftice ; fo that, 
what courfe foever thefe perfons might take, 
they would certainly lofe all fuch pofleflioris 
belonging to them, as the Iriquifitors had 
feized. 

Sometimes a prifoner pafles feveral months 
in his cell, without hearing a Angle word of his 
being brought to trial; without hi$ knowing 
the crime of which he Hands impeached, or a 
Angle witnefs who fwore againft him. At laft 
the gaoler tells him, as of his own accord, that 
it will be proper for him, to fue to be admitted 
to audience. He then is conduced, for the 
firft time, bare headed to the judges ; an under 
gaoler walking firft, himfelf next, and laftly 
the gaoler. Being come to one of the doors of 
the Inquifition, the firft mentioned knocks 
thrice ; upon which the door is opened by one 
of the attendants on, or porter of the Inquifi- 
tion. 
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don . The prifoner, &.c. are then commanded 
to ftay in this anti-chamber, until the porter 
has knocked three times at the door of the great 
hall of the Inquifition. This is done in. order 
to give the Inquifitors time to prepare for„ and 
to receive the prifoner; that is, for him to 
difmifs all perfons to whom he may he giving 
audience; thereby to prevent the prifoners 
from feeing, or being feen, by them. 

Every thing being ready, purfuant to the 
prders given for that purpofe, tire judge whet 
prefides in the great hall, anfwers by a little 
bell; upon which the porter of the hall in quef- 
tion opens the door. The prifoner then en- 
ters, guarded by the two officers before -men- 
tioned; when thefe, advancing towards the 
table, give tire prifoner a {tool; after which 
they retire, bending the knee. 

Then the prefident bids the prifoner kneel ; 
ordering hina at the fame time, to lay his right 
hand on a book, which is Ihut. He then ad- 
dreffes thefe words to him : ‘ will you promife 
1 to conceal the fecrets of the holy office, and 

‘ to 
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* to fpeak the truth ? ’ — The prifoner anfwer- 
ing in the affirmative, the prefident commands 
him to fit down ; and afterwards afks him a 
great variety of queftions with regard to all 
fuch crimes, as may be committed, cognizable 
by the Inquifition. 

The fecretary writes down very accurately 
the feveral interrogatories and anfwers; which 
being done, he rings the little bell, when the 
prifoner is conveyed back to his cell, in the 
fame manner as he had been brought from it; 
but not till after he has been exhorted, to re- 
collect all the fins he may have committed, 
ever fince his being come to years of difcre- 
tion. 

By my fufferings and examination the reader 
will fee how prifoners are examined, and the 
methods made ufe of to make them accufe 
themfelves, &c. 

The Inquifitors do not confine their power 
merely to the living, or to thofe who die in 
their prifons. They even profecute fuch as 
^ died 
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died many years before their being indi&ed;* 
caufe their bodies to be dug up, and burn 
their bones in the Auto da Fe. The Inquifi- 
tors likewife confifcate their pofleflions, of 
which they do not fcruple to difpoflefs their 
heirs, not excepting even their children. It 
is certain that nothing can be eafier than to 
condemn bones-, as thefe are unable to defend 
themfeives ; but fuch proceedings will not be 
wondered at, when the reader is allured, that 
fuch of the living as become victims to the In- 
quilitors, are not better heard in their own 
juftification than if they were really dead. 

Among the feveral inftances of profecuting 
dead bodies in England, are the following.* 
When Cardinal Pool went, after the accellion 
of Queen Mary, to the univerlity of Cam- 
bridge, to reftore all things there to their forr 
iner fcate; a profecution with regard to .the 
taking up the dead bodies of Bucer and Fagius 
was commenced. The dead perfons were ac- 
cordingly 

* Bzovius, An. 15,56. § 36. E. Thuan. Hid. Conq. 
Trid. L. 5 - - 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



of the INQUISITION. i 55 

cordingly cited by two edi&s, and various wit- 
nefles brought againft them. When no one 
would undertake their defence, they were con- 
demned for contumacy; [ridiculous cruelty!} 
and on the fame day fentence was pronounced 
before the whole univerfity; by which their bo- 
dies were ordered to be dug up, and delivered 
to the queens officers. An order was after- 
wards fent, from her majefty, for inflicting the 
punifhment. In fine, Feb. 6, the bodies were 
dug up; when a large flake being fixed in the 
ground, in the market place, the bodies were 
tied to it. After this the chefts or coffins, with 
the bodies in them, were fet up ; being fatten- 
ed on both fides, and bound to the poll with a 
long iron chain. The pile being fired, a great 
number of proteftant books were thrown into 
it, and thefe were foon confumed. Not long 
after, Brookes, bifhop of Glocefter, gave the 
like treatment at Oxford, to the corpfe of 
Catharine, wife of Peter Martyr, who dy- 
ing a few years before, had been buried 
in Chrift-Church, near the remains of St. 
Fridifwide, who was greatly venerated in that 
college : for the above Catharine being con- 
U 2 victcd. 


Digitized by GiOOQle 



156 ORIGIN, fee. 

vi&ed, of imbibing her hufband’s herefy, fhe 
was condemned; her dead body was dug up, 
carried upon men’s fhoulders, and caft upon a 
dunghill. However, in queen Elizabeth’s 
reign, her corpfe, by order of archbifhop 
Parker, and other commiflioners, was taken 
from the dunghill, and buried in its former 
place. 

After judgment has pafled on all the prifon- 
ers, a mock religious ceremony is performed; 
when they all walk in difmal proceflion to St. 
Dominick’s church, and there hear their arti- 
cles of impeachment read, together with 
the fentences. 


7k 
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7 he Ceremony of the Auto da Fe, or aEl of faith. 

H ERE follows a fuccin<5t defcription of one 
folemnized at Madrid, in 1682. 

The officers of the Inquifition, preceded by 
trumpets, kettle - drums, and their banner, 
marched, May 30, 1682, in cavalcade to the 
palace of the great fquare; where they declared, 
by proclamation, that on the 30th of June, 
the fentences of the prifoners condemned to 
the flames, and to other puniffiments, would 
be put in execution. There had not been a 
fpe&acle of this kind, in Madrid, during forty 
years before, for which reafon it was expected, 
by the inhabitants, with as much impatience 
as though it had been the merrieft holliday. 
The 30th of June being come, numberlefs 
multitudes of people appeared, as fplendidly 
drefled as for a royal wedding. In the great 
fquare was railed a high fcaffold: into this 
fquare, from feven in the morning, till nine 
at night, came criminals of both fexes ; all the 
Inquifitions in the kingdom having fent their 
prifoners to Madrid. The profecutions and 

fentences 
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fentences were read aloud. There were twenty 
Jews, men and women, and one Renegado 
Mohammedan, who were all burnt. Fifty 
Jews and JewefTes having never been imprifon- 
ed before, and repenting of their crimes, were 
fentenced to a long imprifonment, and to wear 
a yellow fcapulary. Ten more, indicted for 
bigamy, witchcraft, and other crimes, were 
fentenced to be whipt, and afterwards fent to 
the gallies; thefe wore large pafte-board caps 
on their heads, with infcriptions on them; 
having halters about their necks, and torches 
in their hands. 

The whole court was prefent; the king, the 
queen, the embaffadors, courtiers, and num- 
berlefs multitudes of people. The Inquifitor’s 
chair was placed in a fort of tribunal, far above 
that of the king. The unhappy vidlims were 
executed fo near to the place where the king 
ftood, that he could hear their groans; the 
fcaffold on which they flood, touching his bal- 
cony. The nobles of Spain, adted here the 
fame part as the fheriffs officers in England. 
Thofe noblemen led fuch criminals as were to 


Digitized by L^ooQle 



of the INQUISITION. i 5 gc 

be burnt; and held them when they were fall 
bound with thick cords; the reft of the crimi- 
nals being conduced by the familiars, or com- 
mon fervants of the Inquifition. Several friars* 
both learned and ignorant, argued with great 
vehemence, to convince thefe unhappy crea-. 
tures of the truth of the chriftian religion. 
Some of thofe criminals (Jews) were perfe&ly 
well (killed in their religion ; and made the 
moft furprifing replies, and that without the 
leaft emotion. Among them was a young 
maiden of exquifite beauty, and but feventeen 
years of age ; who being on the fame fide with 
the queen, addrefled her, in hopes of obtain- 
ing her pardon, as follows ; ‘ Great queen! 

1 will not your royal prefence be of fome fer- 
‘ vice to me in my miferable condition ? have 
1 regard to my youth; and confider that I 
‘ profefs a religion which I imbibed from my 
‘ infancy.’ The queen turned away her eyes^ 
and though fhe feemed greatly to pity her dif- 
trefs, yet {he did not dare to fpeak a word in 
her behalf. 

Now 
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Now mafs began, in the midfl of which the 
prieft came from the altar, and feated himfelf 
in a chair prepared for that purpofe. The 
chief Inquifitor defcended from the amphithe- 
atre, drefled in his cope, and having a mitre 
on his head ; when, after bowing to the altar, 
be advanced towards the king’s balcony; w’ent 
up to it by the flairs, at the end of the fcaffold; 
attended by fome officers of the Inquifition, 
carrying the crofs and the gofpels; with a book 
containing the oath by which the kings of 
Spain oblige themfelves to proted the catholic 
faith; to extirpate heretics; and to fupport, 
with all their power, the profecutions of the 
Inquifition. 

The king Handing up, bareheaded, having, 
on one fide, the conflable of Caflile, who held 
the royal fword lifted, fwore to maintain the 
oath, which was read by a counfellor of the 
royal council. His majefty continued his poflure 
till the Inquifitor returned to his place ; when 
a fecretary of the Inquifition mounted a fort of 
pulpit, and read the like oath, adminiflering 
it to the counfellors and the whole affembly. 

Mafs 
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Mafs began about twelve, and did not end till 
nine at night, becaufe of the fentences of the 
feveral criminals ; they being all read, aloud, 
one after another. The intrepidity with which 
thofe haplefs prifoners fuffered death was very 
aftonilhing. Some threw themfelves into the 
fire* others burnt their hands, and afterwards 
their feet, thrufting them into t the flames, and 
holding them therein, with fo much refolution, 
that; many were iiorry fuch heroic fouls were 
not enlightened by the gofpel. I myfelf (fays 
the author) did not go to fee the executions, 
for befides its being midnight, and at a corifi- 
derable diftance from my abodei d ..was -fo 
deeply ftruck with the fight of 'them iii the day- 
time, .that it put me very much out of order. 
The- king could not be abfent from. this, horrid 
fpe&acle, as it wasa religious. one ; he being 
obliged, to give a fan&ion, by his prefence, to 
all aift& of the Inquifition: However, thisi ex- 
treme, feverity.does-' not contribute to the con* 
verfibn of die. Jews, jt not making. the leaft im- 
preffion on them. There are great numbers 
of thefe in Madrid, who are known to be fuch, 
and yet enjoy polls in the treafury, and live 
. , X> • unmolefted. 
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unmoiefted. When they are very rich, the 
government only terrifies them, in order to 
make them pay a large ranfom for their lives, 
whereby confiderable fums are railed i tbefe. 
perfons, provided they have but money, fecure 
themfelves from the flames, though they merit 
them no lefs than the pooreft wretch. * Thus 
for this author, who was a Romanift. If fo 
piany of thefe exclaim againfl the Inquifidon, 
what moderatioa can be expe&ed from a pro*' 
ieftant? 

The learned Doftor Geddes, vol. I. page 
and feq» of his tnufls, thus describes an 
Auto da Fe in THboo, of which he himfelf was 
a fpetftafcor. t— The prifoncrs are no fooner ia 
the hands of the civil magiftrste, than they are 
loaded with chains, before the eyes of the In* 
quifkors ; and being carried ftrft to the feeuhtr 
gaol, arte, within an hour ox two, brought from 
thence befoare the Lord Chief Juftioe, who, 
witlmut knowing any thing of their particular 

crimes, 


Me moires de ta Cour d’ Pant a, {s £0, tai' 
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crimes, or of tire evidence that was given in 
againft them, aflcs them T one by one, in what 
religion they intend to die? If they anfwer 
that they trill die in the communion of the 
cfettreh of Rome, they are Condemned by him, 
to be carried forthwith to the place of execu- 
tion, and there to be firft firangled and after- 
wards burnt to alhes But if they fay, they 
Will die in the proteftant, or in any other faith 
that is contrary to the romifti, they then are 
fentenced by him to be carried forthwith to 
the place of execution, and there £0 be burnt 
alive. 

At tire place of execution, Which at Lifbon 
is the Riberi, there are fo many flakes fet up, 
as there are prifoners to be burnt, with a good 
Quantity of dTy furze about them. The flakes 
of the profeffed, as the Imjuifitors call them, 
may be about four yards high; and have a 
fmalf board, whereon the priforter is to be‘ 
feated, within half a yard of the top. Thef 
negative and relapfed being firft firangled ancf 
burnt ; the profeffed go up a ladder, betwixt 
the two Jefuits, who attended them all day; 

X 2 and 
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and, when they are come even with the fore-, 
mentioned board, they turn about to the peo- 
ple, and the Jefuits fpend near a quarter of an - 
hour, in exhorting the profefied to be recon- 
ciled to the church of Rome; which, if they 
refufe to be, the Jefuits come down, and the 
executioner afcends; and having turned the 
profefTed off the ladder upon the feat, and 
chained their bodies clofe to the flake, he 
leaves them ; and the Jefuits go up to them a 
fecond time, to renew their exhortation to 
them, and at parting tell them, that they leave 
them to the devil, who is Handing at their 
elbow to receive their fouls, and carry them 
with him into the flames of hell - fire, fo 
fooii as they are out of their bodies. Upon 
tins a great fhout is raifed; and as foon 
as the Jefuits are got off the ladder, the cry is; 
let the dogs beards be made, let the dogs beards, 
be made ; which is done by thrufling flaming, 
furzes faflened to a long pole, againft their 
faces. And this inhumanity is commonly 
continued until their faces are burnt to a coal; 
and is always accompanied with fuch loud ac- 
clamations of joy, as are not to be heard upon 

any 
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any Other occafion; a bail feaft, or a farce, 
being dull entertainments, to the tiling a pro-: 
feffed heretic thus inhumanely. . 

The profeffed beards being thus made, or 
trimmed, as they call it in jollity; fire is fet to- 
the furze, which is at the bottom of the {lake,* 
and above which the profeffed are chained fo 
high, that the top of the flame feldom reaches' 
higher than the feat they fit on; and if there 
happens to be a wind, to which that place is- 
much expofed, it feldom reaches fo high as 
their knees. So that if there is a calm, the 
profeffed are commonly dead in about half arv 
hour after the furze is fet on fire; but if the 
weather is windy, they are not, after that, 
dead in an hour and half, or two hours; and 
fo are really roafted and not burnt to death. 
But though, out of hell, there cannot poffibly 
be a more lamentable fpe&able than this, 
being joined with the fufferers (fo long as they 
are ahle to fpeak) cries, viz. Miferecordia por 
amor de Dios, “ Mercy for the love of God ;” 
yet it is beheld by people of both fexes, and 
all ages, with fuch tranfports of joy and fatis- 

fa&ion, 
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fa&ion, as are not, on any other occafioa to be 
met with. — Thus far Dcr&or Geddes, who 
obferves, p. 450, (a very remarkable circum* 
ftance,) “That this inhuman joy is not the 
“ effed of natural cruelty, but arife 9 from die 
“ fpixit of their religion; a proof of which is, 
“• that all public malefactors, except bereticks, 
“ are no where more tenderly lamented than 
o by the Portugueze; and even when there is 
“ nothing in the manner of their deaths that 
14 appear inhuman or cruel,’* 


The Solemnization of tJie Auto da Ff in which 
John Cowstos had the ill fate to walk. 

A Fortnight before the folemniaation of this 
•7* Auto da Fe, notice was. given in all the 
churches,, that it would he celebrated on Sunday 
the 2 ift June 1744. At the fame time, all 
who intended to be fp editors thereof, were 
exhorted not to ridicule the prisoners, but 
rather pray to God for their cenverfioa. On 
Saturday the 20th o-f the month above-men- 
tioned, we were all ordered to get ready by 

next 
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next morning? and, at the feme time, a band 
was given each of as, and old black cloathes to 
fuch as bad none. 

Thofe accufed of Judaifm, and who, through 
fear of the torture, confefled their being fuch, 
were diftingufhed by large fcapularies called fen 
benidos. This is a piece of yellow fluff, about 
two ells long; and in the middle of which a 
hole is made, to put the head through : on it 
were fowed ftripes of red fluff, and this falls 
behind and before, in form of st St. Andrew’s 
crofs, Thofe who are condemned for forcery, 
magic, and fuch like, wear the fame kind of 
lcapufety defcribed above. They are diftin- 
guifhedonfy by wearing a pafteboard cap, about 
a foot and half high, on which devils and flames 
3re piintedj and, at the bottom, the word 
Wmard is writ in large charters. 

1 mull obferve, that all fuch perfons as are not 
fentenced to die, carry u lighted yellow wax 
taper in their hands. . I Was the only periba to 
whom one was not given, on account of my 
being an obftinate proteftant. 

The 
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!; The relapfed Jews, , and fudi heretical Roman 
Catholicks, as a re fentenc.ed to die forrefufing 
to confefs the crimes whereof they are accufed* 
are dreffed in grey famaras, much fhorter than 
the fan benklos- above-mentioned. The face 
of the perfon who wears it, is copied (before and 
behind) .from .the life, Handing on firebrands; 
with flames curling upwards* and devils round 
it/ At the bottom of the fimara, their names 
and furnames are writ. * ■* / 

Blafphemers are dreffed as .above, and diftiili 
guifhed only by a gag in their mouths. . ■ : _ : l 

• - The prifoner. being thus* habited, ' the pro^ 
seffion opened with the Dominican Friars', 'prey 
aceded by the banner of their order. After 1 
Jftards came the banner and crucifix of the In 1 
quifition, which was followed' by the efiniinah, 
each whereof walked between two familiars, who 
Were to bfe arifwerable for them, and bring back 
to prifon, fuch as were not to be executed 1 , after 
iherproceffion was ended. * ' * 

, ; * •. 

/,r : a 
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The accompanying prifonerson thefe difmal 
occafions is thought fo great an honour, that 
fuch as attend, to execution, thefe unhappy 
vi<ftims, and even lean upon them, are always 
the firft noblemen in the kingdom ; who are 
fo proud of a&ing in this chara&er, that they 
would not refign that honour for any other 
that fhould be offered them, fo cruelly blind 
is their zeal. 

Next came the jewifh converts, followed by 
fuch as were indi&ed for witchcraft and magic, 
and had confefled their crimes; 

The proceflion clofed with the unhappy 
wretches who were fentenced to the flames. 

The march then began, when the whole 
pfoceffion walked round the court of the chief 
Inquilitor’s palace, in prefence of the king, 
the royal family, and the whole court, who 
were come thither for this purpofe. The 
prifoners being all gone through the court juft 
mentioned, proceeded along one of the fides 
of Rocio Square; and went down Odreyros 
Y Street ; 
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Street ; when, returning by Efcudeyros Street, 
and up another fide of Rocio Square, they came, 
at laft, to St. Dominick’s church, which was 
hung, from top to bottom, with red and yellow 
tapeftry. 

Before the high altar was built an amphi- 
theatre, with a pretty confiderable number of 
fteps, in order to feat all the prifoners and 
their attendant familiars. Oppofite was raifed 
another greater altar, after the romilh falhion, 
on which was placed a crucifix furrounded 
with feveral lighted tapers, and mafs books. 
To the right of this was a pulpit, and to the 
left, a gallery, magnificently adorned, for the 
king, the royal family, the great men of the 
kingdom, and the foreign minifters, to fit in. 
To the right of this gallery was, a long one, for 
the Inquifitors; and between thefe two gal- 
leries, a room, whither the Inquifitors retire to 
hear the confeffions of thofe who, terrified at the 
horrors of impending death, maybe prompted to 
confefs what they had before perfifted in deny- 
ing ; they fometimes gladly fnatching this laft 
moment allowed them to efcape a cruel exit. 

Every 
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Every perfon being thus felted in the church, 
the preacher afcended the pulpit, whence he 
made a panegyric on the Inquifition ; exhorted 
fuch prifoners as were not fentenced to die, to 
make good ufe of the clemency indulged them, 
by fincerely renouncing that inftant, the 
herefies, and crimes of which they flood con- 
victed. Then directing himfelf to the prifoners 
who were to be burnt, he exhorted them to 
make a good ufe of the little time left them, 
by making a fincere confeflion of their crimes, 
and thereby avoiding a cruel death. 

During the fermon, the prifoners have fome 
refrefhments; the open air having a very 
ftrong effect on moft, and the length of the 
march fatiguing them greatly. On this occa- 
fion dry fruits are given them, and as much 
water as they can drink. 

The preacher being come from the pulpit, 
fome priefts belonging to the Inquifition 
afcend it fucceffively, to read the trial of each 
prifoner, who was handing all the time hold- 
ing a lighted taper. Each prifoner, after 
Y 2 hearing 
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hearing it, returned to his place. This lafted 
till ten -at night. 

The trials of all the prifoners not fentenced 
to die, being read, the prefident of the Inqui- 
fition, dreft in his facerdotal veftments, ap- 
peared with a book in his hand; after which 
five or fix priefis, in furplices, tapped, with a 
fort of wands, the heads and ffioulders of the 
prifoners in queftion : faying certain prayers 
ufed in the romifh church, when the excom- 
munication is taken off. 

Then another prieft went up into the pulpit, 
to read the trials of the ill-fated perfons fen- 
tenced to the flames; after which thefe fad 
vi&ims were delivered up to the fecular power, 
whofe officers take them to the Relacaon, * 
whither the king comes. Thus the Inquifition, 
to conceal their cruelties, calls in the fecular 
arm, which condemns the prifoners to die; 
or rather ratifies the fentence paft by the In- 
quifitors. This lafted till fix in the morning. 

At 


* A fenatc houfe, or court of judicature. • 
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At laft thefe miferable creatures, accompanied 
by the familiars and priefts, were conduced, 
under the guard of a detachment of foot, to 
Campo da Laa, or the Woolfield. Here they 
were fattened, with chains, to pofts, and feated 
on pitch barrels . Afterwards the king appeared, 
in a forry coach, at which were ropes inftead 
of harneffes. He then ordered the friars to 
exhort each of the victims in queftion, to die 
in the romifh faith, upon pain of being burnt 
alive; but to declare, that fuch as complied 
with the exhortation of the prieft, fliould be 
ftrangled before they were committed to the 
flames. His majefty ftaid till all the prifoners 
were executed. 

In this Auto da Fe, were burnt the following 
perfons : 

1. Father Jofeph de Seguira, a prieft, con- 
vi<fted of various herefies, and obftinate. 

2 . Therefa Carvalha, a widow, found guilty of 
different herefies, and confeffing them. 

3. Francis 
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3. Francis Dias Cabaco, a fcrivener, convi&ed 
of herefy, and obftinate. 

4. Charles Jofeph, a barber, convidled of herefy, 
and obftinate. 

5. Gabriel Roderiguez Bicudo, a fhoemaker, 
who, after publickly abjuring judaifm in a 
former Auto da Fe; and being taken up a 
fecond time for committing a like crime, 
was convi< 5 ted, and pioved obftinate. 

6. Pedro de Rates Henequim, living on his 
eftate, condemned for invening, writing, 
following and defending the do&rines of 
hereticks; for turning herefiarch with exe- 
crable blafphemies ; convi&ed, falfe, dif- 
fembling, confident, varying and impenitent. 

# 

7. Jofepha Maria, fpinfter, daughter of Gabriel 
Roderiguez Bicudo, abjuring in the fame 
manner as her father, (above) and convicted 
a fecond time; falfe, diffembling, and impe- 
nitent. 


8 . Mecia 
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8. Mecia da Cofta, a widow, reconciled in a 
former Auto da Fe for the crime of witch- 
craft, and living a-part from the catholic' 
faith; making a contrail with the devil, 
whom ihe worfhipped as God ; convi&ed, 
denying, obftinate and relapfed. 

The inftant the fad vidims above-mentioned 
were delivered up to the fecular arm, all the 
reft of the prifoners were led back, with the 
like ceremony, about ten at night, from St. 
Dominick’s church to the Inquifition. Being 
arrived there, we were carried through feveral 
galleries, till we came to the abode allotted us. 
Here were feveral chambers, the doors of which 
were open ; when each of us chofe that which 
he liked beft. There then were given to each 
a ftraw bed, a blanket, and fheets which had 
been laid in. Moft of thefe things were far 
from clean, there not having beeil an Auto da 
Fe for two years before. The women were 
lodged a ftory above us. 

Being thus fettled, to the beft of our power, 
we thought ourfelves the happieft perfons upon 

the 
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the earth, though we had little to boaft of. 
However, we were now together, and breathed 
the frelh air; we enjoyed the light of the Iky, 
and had a view of a garden : in a word, we 
knew that we fhould not be put to death ; all 
which circumftances proved a great confola- 
tion. The alcaide or gaoler, and his brother- 
keeper brought each of us a loaf, a cake, and 
water fufficient for the whole company ; per- 
mitting us, at the fame time, to divert ourfelves, 
provided we did not make a noife. This was 
the firft time we had fupped, in the Inquifition, 
with any fatisfa&ion. Having been greatly 
fatigued, by the ceremony deferibed in the 
foregoing pages, I flept very foundly. 

I am to obferve that, from the time of our 
returning from the proceffion, we were fup- 
ported at the expence of the Cardinal-Inqui- 
fitor, and not at that of the mock holy office. 
We were foon fenfible of this change of matters, 
not only by the advantages deferibed above; 
but alfo by the permiffion allowed us, of fend- 
ing to our relations and friends, for fuch pro- 
vifions as we might want, if we did not like 

thofe 
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thofe given us ; or had not enough to fatisfy 
our appetites. It would be the higheft ingra- 
titude in me not to mention the very effential 
favours which I myfelf, as well as the three 
brethren, my fellow prifoners, received from 
the Free Mafons at Lilbon. Thefe could not 
be eafy till they had obtained leave to vifit us, 
which gave us inexpreffible joy; and their 
bounty proved of the molt fignal advantage to 
us. We imagined, at firft, that the reafon why 
the cardinal ordered us to be confined, during 
feme days, in this part of the prifon, was to 
accuitom us, by infenfible degrees, to the open 
air; and to difpel the dreadful melancholy 
which had fo long opprefied us. However, 
the true caufe of it was, that each of us might 
be the more eafily conveyed to the place to 
which he was doomed by his fentence ; to put 
into our hands a bill of the expences the 
Inquifitors had been at ; and to give the various 
officers the inftru&ions neceffary, for convey- 
ing us afterwards to the feveral places appointed 
by the Inquifitors. 


Z 


During 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



i 7 8 ORIGIN, & c . 

During the courfe of the week in queftion, 
fome of the prifoners were baniffied: fuch as 
had more hufbands or wives than one were 
whipt through the ftreets of Liffion, and others 
fent to the galley, among whom I was. 


The GALLEY. 

i 

r I 1 H E Portugueze Galley is a prifon Handing 
by the river fide, and confifts of two very 
fpacious rooms built one over the other. That 
on the ground floor is the apartment of the 
{laves, and the other is for the lick, and the 
officers of this prifon ; it being the receptacle, 
not only of fuch as are condemned by the 
Inquifitors, but likewife by the lay Judges. 
Among thefe prifoners are Turks and Moors, 
taken on board the corfair veflels ; together 
with fugitive {laves, and bad or villainous 
fervants, whom their mailers fend to this galley, 
as a chaflifement. 

Thefe feveral prifoners, of what quality 
foever, are employed in toils equally low and 

grievous. 
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grievous. Some work in the dock yards ; they 
carrying timber to the carpenters, unloading the 
{hips, and providing water and provifions for 
vi&ualling fuch as are outward bound. They 
likewife carry water to the prifons in Lifbon ; 
and to the king’s gardens, in order for refrefhing 
them ; in a word, they are obliged to fubmit 
to any labours, how ignominious and painful 
foever, fortheferviceof his Portugueze majefty, 
or of the officers who command over them. 
Thefe flaves are treated with the greateft 
feverity and cruelty, except they find means to 
bribe their overfeers to gentlenefs, by giving 
them, at intervals, a little money. 

In this Galley, all the flaves are fattened two 
and two, by one foot only, with a chain eight 
foot long. At their girdle is an iron hook, by 
which they ffiorten or lengthen their chain, to 
make the weight of it lefs troublefome. Their 
heads and beards are ffiaved once a month. 
They wear coarfe blue cloaths, caps and coats ; 
and have a great coat, made of coarfe ferge of 
the fame colour, which ferves them as a cloak 
in the daytime, and a coverlet at night. They 
Z 2 lie 
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lie in a fort of frame of boards raifed a little 
from the ground, over which a mat is fpread. 

To every Galley Slave is given, each day, a 
pound and a half of very dry, black bifcuit} 
with pounds of fait meat every month, and 
a bulhel of peafe, lentils or beans, which they 
are allowed to fell ; in order to purchafe better 
provifions, if they can afford it. 

They are led early every morning, a few 
feftivals excepted, whitherfoever their drudgery 
may be wanted. They then toil inceffantly till 
eleven, when they leave work, in order to eat and 
reft the mfelves till one; after which they again 
renew their miferable labours, and thefe they 
carry on till night, when they are conducted 
back to the Galley. Such is the life which 
thefe unhappy wretches lead daily. 

When any of them fall lick, they are removed 
to the other great room, where proper care is 
taken of them by the phyficians, furgeons, Stc. It 
i6 incumbent on me to do juftice to them in' this 
particular. The fick are here treated with all 

imaginable 
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imaginable care and humanity. Thofe whofe 
ftomaehs are too weak to digeft ftrong aliments, 
have good broth, on which occafion chickens 
are not fpared. But it is far otherwise with 
regard to punilhments ; their tafk-mafters 
exercifing great cruelty towards all fueh as com- 
mit a fault : thofe unhappy (laves, being laid 
on their bellies, are fattened to a ladder; when 
two men whip alternately, their bare pofteriors 
with a bull’s pizzle, or a thick pitched rope. 
The fufferers often receive two or three hun- 
dred ladies in this manner, whereby their (kin 
is not only flead, but pieces of flefh are tom 
away ; fo that the furgeons are obliged to make 
deep incifions, in order to prevent a mortifi- 
cation ; which frequently prevents their work- 
ing during a long time. Thefe wounds often 
become ulcerous, and many are difabled for 
life. In fliort, the barbarities exercifed by this 
tribunal are fo great, and fo various, that 
Oldham might juftly put the following words 
into the mouth of Ignatius Loyola : 


Let 
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Let tK Inquijition rage, frejh cruelties 
Make the dire engines groan with tortur'd cries : 

Let Campo Flori every day be flrew'd 
With the warm ajhes of the Lutheran brood : 

Repeat again Bohemian Jlaughter o'er; 

And Piemont vallies drown with floating gore : 
Swifter than murtKring angels when they fly 
On errands of avenging defliny . 

Fiercer than florms let loofe , with eager hafle 
Lay cities , countries, realms, whole nature wafle. 
Sack, ravijh, bum , deflroy, flay, majfacre, 
nil the fame grave their lives and names inter. 

Satyr III. (againfl the Jefuits.J 


Examples 
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EXAMPLES 

OF THE 

INJUSTICE and CRUELTY 

O F T H E 

INQUISITION. 

r I T H E pretended zeal of the Inquifitors, for 
preferving religion in all its purity, is 
merely a cloak to hide their boundlefs ambition, 
their infatiable thirft of riches, and their vin- 
dictive fpirit. 

The emperor Frederic, mentioned in the 
foregoing pages, who firft inverted the Inqui- 
fitors with great privileges, was the firft who 
made the moft cruel abufe of them. All who 
oppofed his will were deemed heretics, and 
judged and burnt as fuch. He committed to 
the flames, upon the falfe pretence of herefy, 
fo great a number of romanifts, that pope 

Gregory 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



184 ORIGIN, &c. 

Gregory could not forbear reprefenting to him, 
in the moft ferious terms ; that it became him 
to extirpate heretics only* and not the true fons 
of the church. 

The monarch in queftion, did not fprefee 
that the court of Rome might turn thofe very 
weapons againft him, which he had employed 
fo .unjuftly againft a multitude of Chriftians. 
This emperor was afterwards fenfible of his 
error, but too late ; for he himfelf was in 1239 
impeached as a heretic ; and being judged, 
was excommunicated as fuch; and his ftibje&s 
freed from the allegiance they had fworn to 
him ; though his herefy was no more, than his 
having oppofed the unlimited power which 
the popes pretended to exercife over all 
chriftians, not excepting even crowned heads. 

Elezine, lord of Padua, whofe herefy was only 
too great attachment to the emperor Frederic, 
waslikewife excommunicated, and Inquifitors 
appointed to profecute him for this pretended 
crime. Accordingly he was fummoned to 
appear in Rome, whither he Cent perfons of 

reputation 
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reputation to declare his innocence. How- 
ever, thefe were not allowed to be heard, the 
pope infilling that he fhould appear in perfon ; 
and, upon his refilling to obey this order, the 
roman pontiff fent the bifhop of Trevifo to 
inform Elezine, that he would render himfelf 
obnoxious to all the punifhments inflicted on 
heretics, in cafe he refufed to appear perfon- 
ally in Rome, fometime in Aiiguft 1251 ; and 
further, that if he did not fubmit to all the 
pope’s injunctions, he would be declared in- 
famous and a heretic ; himfelf and his poffeffions 
feized, - and a crufade fent againft him and his 
adherents. In fine, fentence was pafTed 
againft this lord iri 1254, whereby he was pro- 
nounced a heretic, and all his pofieffions Con- 
fifcated in favour of his brother Albert. 

About the fame time, Count de Tcruloufe 
fell a viCUm to the cruel power of the roman 
pontiffs and their wicked agents. His domh- 
nions Were facked by crufaders, whom the 
pope had fent out againft him. Irt fine, this 
Count, though a zealous romanift, could find 
no other way to extricate himfelf, than by 
A a making 
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making a fubmiflion, too mean and feVere for 
a prince, whofe only crime was his ftrong 
attachment to Frederic, then at variance with 
the court of Rome; and his not perfecuting 
his own fubje&s, who were accufed, by that 
court, of herefy. 

The Spanifh Inquifitors cited Jane, daughter 
of the emperor Charles V. to appear before 
their tribunal ; in order to be examined con- 
cerning another perfon, with regard to fome 
articles of faith, which the Inquifitors declared 
were heretical. The emperor himfelf Rood 
in fuch awe of the Inquifition, that he com- 
manded his daughter, in cafe {he thought the 
perfon accufed ever fo little guilty, not to 
delay her information, in order to avoid the 
fentence of excommunication, levelled not 
only againft other perfons, but even againft 
himfelf. The princefs, in compliance with 
this command, immediately gave in her depo- 
fition to Valdes, archbilhop of Seville, then 
Inquifitor-General. - 
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■ The Inquifition of Arragon proceeded to dill 
greater lengths; it having the infolence to 
profecute Don Carlos, eldeft fon to Don John 
II. king of Arragon.* 

The Inquifition of Caftile diftinguilhed 
itfelf in a manner equally daring and horrid ; 
this tribunal attempedto profecute the memory 
of the emperor Charles V. and to fentence his 
will to the flames, as heretical ; together with 
all thofe perfons who had had the greateft 
fhare in this monarch’s friendlhip. 

Here follows a fuccinCt account of this in- 
cident, as related by Thuanus, d’ Aubigne, 
and le Laboureur. 

This emperor’s retreat had given rife to 
various reports. One of thefe was, that he 
had contracted, by his almoft continual corre- 
fpondence with the proteftants of Germany, 
an inclination for their opinions ; and yet the 

* Cabrera hift. de Don Juan. 
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foie motive of his withdrawing to a foUtude, 
was, that he might have an opportunity of end- 
ing his days in exercifes of piety conformable 
to his fecret difpofition. It was likewife 
affirmed, that his ill treatment of feveral of 
thofe brave proteftant princes, whom he had 
fubdued by force of arms, extorted from him 
fuch an admiration of their conftancy in ill- 
fortune, as made him almoft bluffi for his con- 
quefts; and raifedin him, by in fenfible degrees, 
an efteem for their religion. 

A circumltance which added to the proba- 
bility of thefe reports, was, his making choice 
of perfons fufpe&ed of herefy to be the com- 
panions of his retreat, and the directors of his 
confcience. Do&or Caculla was his preacher; 
and his confeflbrs were the archbilhop of 
Toledo, and efpecially Conftantine Pontius, 
biffiop of Droffin. This report was ftrength- 
ened by. the great number of paflages, writ 
with the emperor's own hand, on the walls of 
his cell at St. Julius’ where he died; thefe agree- 
ing pretty nearly with the tenets of the pro- 
teftants, on juftification and grace. 

But 
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But a circuroftance which confirmed this 
opinion {till more, was, his will not ■ being 
drawn up after the manner of tire Roman 
Catholicks; I mean that no pious legacies 
were read* therein, nor any monies bequeathed 
for faying maffes, which gave offence to the 
Inquifitors. However, they did not dare to 
fpeak openly on this occafion, till they (hould 
firft know the fentiments of Philip II- and 
whether he would not be offended at the profe- 
cution in queftion ; but this prince, on his 
afcending the throne, fignalized himfelf by 
perfecuting all thofe who had {hook off the 
papal yoke ; fo that the Inquifitors, in imita- 
tion of him, firft profecuted the archbifhop of 
Toledo, primate of Spain, afterwards Caculla, 
and laft of all Conftantine Pontius. 

As the king permitted them to be imprifoned, 
this was confidered as an undoubted probf of 
his zeal for the roxnilh religion : but the molt 
judicious were ftruck with horror, when they 
faw the emperor’s confeffor, in whafe arms he 
died, delivered up, by his own fon, to a moft 
ignominious and cruel punilhtnent. 

The 
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The Inquifitors could not forbear fhowing, 
that they were prompted to this horrid ad, 
by no other views than thofe of intereft ; fince, 
in the trials of the three perfons above-men- 
tioned, they charged them with being con- 
cerned in drawing up the emperor’s will; 
and fentenced both it, and them, to the flames. 

Philip, who hitherto had beheld with the 
utmoft indifference, the condud of the Inqui- 
fitors, now roufed as from a lethargy ; when 
reflecting on the bad things the world would 
fay of him, in cafe he did not flop a profe- 
cution fo injurious to the memory of his royal 
father, and which might likewife be attended 
with fatal confequences, he endeavoured, 
fecretly, to flop the profecution; but employed, 
at the fame time, gentle expedients, for dear of 

angering the Inquifitors. 

« 

Don Carlos, only fon to king Philip, being 
a prince of great vivacity; and entertaining 
the utmoft veneration for his grandfather’s 
memory, was highly offended at this infult 
put upon it. Not knowing all the extent 

of 
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of the power of this horrid tribunal, he in- 
veighed againft it; and, after blaming his> 
father’s weaknefs, fpoke publickly of this deiign 
of the Inquifitors, as a (hocking and unheard of 
attempt. He even went fo far, as to threaten 
to extirpate, one day or other, the Inquilition, 

. and all its agents, for this abominable outrage. 
But this generous prince paid dear for thefe 
paffionate expreflions; the Inquifitors being 
determined to facrifice him to their vengeance, 
and haften his end. 

However, this difpute between the king and 
the Inquilition was afterwards adjufted. Ca- 
culla was burnt alive, with the effigy of Con- 
ftantine Pontius, who died in prifon fome days 
before. The archbifhop of Toledo appealed 
to Rome ; and extricated himfelf by money 
and friends. After this, no farther mention 
was made of the emperor’s will.. 

Though this reconciliation might pacify the 
prince of Spain, the Inquifitors were far from 
being appeafed; it being one of their chief 
maxims, never to forgive. In this view, they 

raifed 
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railed fo great a fpirit of difcontent among the 
common people, that the king was forced to 
remove Don Carlos from court; together with 
Don John his brother, and the prince of 
Parma, his nephew, who had (hared in Don 
Carlos’s juft refentment againft the inquifitors. 

This cruel tribunal had not yet fatiated its 
revenge. Some years after it imputed to this 
young prince, as a crime, the compaffion he 
had extended to the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands, who were treated barbaroufly. They 
declared, that as all the people in queftion were 
hereticks, the prince muft neceffarily be pne, 
fince he fet up for their defender. In fine, 
they gained fo ftrange an afcendant over the 
king’s mind, that he, infpired by a mod un- 
natural fpirit of bigotry, and being afraid of 
quarrelling with the Inquifitors, fentenced his 
fon to die. The only indulgence the latter met 
with on this occafion, was to have the fpecies 
of death left to his choice. The ill-fated 
.prince, roman-like, had recourfe to the hot 
bath ; when opening the veins of his arms and 
legs, he died gradually. Thus did this excellent 

young 
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young prince fall a martyr to the mercilefs 
Inquifitors. 

The year 1580 furnilhes us with another 
very remarkable inftance, of the affirming 
fpirit of this pretended holy tribunal. 

Cardinal Charles Borromeo, archbilhop of 
Milan, who afterwards was canonized, going 
his vifitation of certain places, in his diocefe, 
fubordinate to him as to fpirituals, and to the 
Swifs cantons as to temporals ; thought it necef- 
fary to make fome regulations for the good of 
thefe churches. 

The Swifs took umbrage at this condudl; 
when, without addrefling the archbilhop, they 
fent an embaflador to the governor of Milan, 
intreating him not to let the prelate continue 
his vifitation in the places fubjedt to them; and 
to aflure him, that in cafe of refufal, they 
would employ force ; which muft break the 
harmony it fo highly concerned his fovereign, 
the king of Spain, to preferve. 

B b The 
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The embaflador being arrived in Milan, 
lodged at a rich merchant’s houfe of his 
acquaintance. The Inquifitor was no fooner 
informed of this, than, difregarding the law of 
nations, and the fatal confequences with which 
fo great an outrage might be attended; he 
went, with all his officers, to the embaflador’s 
abode ; when caufing him to be {hackled in his 
prefence, he hurried him away to the prifon of 
the Inquifition. Though all perfons were 
{truck with horror, at fuch an infult offered to 
a ftate in the perfon of its embaflador, yet no 
one dared to make the leaft oppofition. The 
merchant was the only perfon who interefted 
himfelf in his favour; for he, waiting upon the 
governor of Milan, told him the cruel ufagethe 
embaflador had met with. The governor fent 
for the Inquifitor, and obliged him to releafe the 
embaflador that inftant ; which being done, 
he paid him all imaginable honours, and com- 
plied with his feveral demands. Thus the Swifs 
were informed of their embaflador’s releafe* 
almoft at the fame time with the news of 
his imprifonment, otherwife they would have 
leized the cardinal, and ufed him exa&ly as 

the 
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the Inquifitors had treated their embaflador. 
The governor afterwards informed the arch- 
bifhop, by a letter, that the intereft of his 
catholick majefty required abfolutely, that he 
fhould difcontinue his vifitations ; which being 
done, things were quiet. 

The inftances here given, prove fufficiently, 
that if the Inquifitors had kept within the 
bounds which the popes pretended to fet to 
them, in eftablifhing their tribunal; (I mean 
the rooting up of herefy,) and had not con- 
cerned themfelves with politicks ; they would 
not have behaved fo infolently towards 
monarchs, Sec. Let us now fee fome other 
examples of their treatment of perfons diftin- 
guifhed by their birth and employments. 

Mark Antonio de Dominis was of a molt 
illuftrious Venetian family. He firft entered 
among the Jefuits; was afterwards bifhop of 
Segni, and at laft archbifhop of Spalatro and 
primate of Dalmatia. He was thought the 
beft (killed of any man of the age, in every 
branch of literature; efpecially in divinity 
B b 2 and 
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and hiftory, both facred and. prophane. This 
prelate was confulted as an oracle, on every 
fubjefl, and gave the higheft fatisfadlion to all 
querifts. Imbibing proteftant principles, he 
defended them with the utmoft vigour, in his 
Republica Ecclefiaftica ; and at the fame time, 
wrote with greater vehemence againft the pope 
and the court of Rome than its moft inveterate 
enemies had ever done. 

The paffionate defire the prelate had to print 
this work in his life-time; and the little proba- 
bility there was of his being able to flay in Italy 
after its publication, made him retire to Ger- 
many ; whence he afterwards went to England, 
whither he was invited by James I. king of 
Great Britain. Mark Antonio met with a 
gracious reception from this theological mo- 
narch; he giving him an honourable fupport; 
and doing all that lay in his power, to engage 
him to renounce the errors of the church of 
Rome. 

On the other hand the pope, whether he 
w T as unwilling to leave a man of fo exalted a 
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chara&er, in the hands of the enemies to the 
romifti church; or rather, as it afterwards 
appeared, had refolved to be revenged of, and 
make a publick example of him; fet every 
engine at work, to induce him to return to his 
native country. At laft, Don Diego Sarmiento 
da Cunha, the Spanifh embaffador at the 
Britifh court, made Mark Antonio fuch fplen- 
did offers, that he was prevailed upon to return 
to Italy. 

This unhappy prelate then forgot the 
maxims he had fo frequently inculcated in his 
works, viz. That no perfon can offend the court 
of Rome with impunity, and that it never 
pardons an injury: for Mark Antonio, fpite 
of the ftrong exhortations of his freinds in 
England, who were for ever reprefenting to 
him the dangers to which he would inevitably 
expofe himfelf; fet out for Rome, where he 
was no fooner arrived than he found his mif- 
take too late. The pontiff did not keep one 
of the promifes made to Mark Antonio, but 
obliged him to abjure publickly the pretended 
herefies advanced in his books. He was now 

left. 
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left, feemingly, at liberty ; but was ever fol- 
lowed by fpies, who, at laft, falfely fwore that 
he carried on a fecret correfpondence with 
England. Immediately the Inquifitors feized 
this great man; but carrying on his profecution 
with their ufual dilatorinefs, he died in prifon, 
either through grief for the wrong fteps taken 
by him ; or through fear of the fhameful and 
cruel punifhment which he was fenfible awaited 
him. 

Alphonfo Nobre, born in Villa Viziofa ; and 
defcended from one of the moft ancient and 
illuftrious families of that city, many of whom 
had filled thofe pofts, which, in Portugal, are 
beftowed on none but noble perfons ; and all 
whofe anceftors could not be reproached with 
the leaft tinfture of judaifm; was feized and 
carried to the prifons of the Inquifition of 
Coimbra, upon the information of perfons 
who fwore that he was not a chriftian. Some 
time after, his only fon and daughter were 
feized and confined in the fame prifon. Thefe 
children, who were very young, impeached 
their father; whether excited thereto by evil 
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counfellors, or that the tortures had extorted 
the impeachment from them. At laft the un- 
happy father was fentenced to be burnt alive, 
on the depofitions of his children. The day 
of the Auto da Fe being come, the fon drew 
near to his parent, to crave forgivenefs and his 
bleffing, but the ill-fated father replied; “ I 
“ pardon you both, though you are the foie 
“ caufe of my ignominious and cruel death; 

“ as to my blefiing, I cannot give it you ; for 
“ he is not my fon, who makes a pretended 
“ confellion of untruths ; and who, having 
“ been a roman catholick, fhamefully denies 
“ his Saviour, by declaring himfelf a jew. — Go; 
“ adds he, unnatural fon ! I befeech heaven to 
“ pardon you!” Being come, at laft, to the 
ftake, he difcovered fuch great courage and 
refolution ; made fuch pathetic difcourfes, and 
addreffed himfelf with fo much fervour to the 
Almighty, as filled all his hearers with admi- 
ration, and caufedthem to look upon his judges 
with horror. 

In the fame Auto da Fe were likewife burnt 
Donna Beatrix Carvalho, of a noble family of 
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Elvas, and wife to Jacomo de Mello ; fhe being 
fentenced to die for judaifm, on the oaths of her 
children. There is no doubt but that, had the 
Inquifitors adfced with fincerity and equity, and 
with a real intention to find out the truth, they 
might have difcovered the innocence of the lady 
in queftion ; as well as that of the above Signior 
Nobre, by comparing the confeflions which each 
of their children had made feparately, with the 
depofitions of the witne fifes. A wide difference 
would certainly have been found, on this occa- 
fion, in the fadls and circumftances. Truth 
admits of no variation ; and is ever the fame, in 
the mouths of thofe who follow its dictates. 
Thus, by confronting them, new lights mult 
have been ftruck out ; but then the doing this 
would not have brought on the confifcation of 
the poffeflions of the two vidtims in queftion, 
the fwallowing up of which was the foie view of 
the' Inquifitors. 

Here follows another inftance of the brutal 
injuftice of the Inquifitors : Jofeph Pereira 
Menefes, captain general of his Portugueze ma- 
jefty’s fleets in India, was ordered by the 

governor 
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governor of Goa to fail, with his fleet, to the 
fuccour of the city of Diu, then belieged by 
the Arabs* Proceeding on his voyage, he was 
detained by contrary winds, at Bacaim; where- 
by the Arabs had an opportunity of plundering 
Diu, and of coming back laden with rich 
fpoils, before the arrival of the fuccours brought 
by Pereira Menefes. This commander being 
returned to Goa, was immediately feized by 
order of Antonio de Mello de Caftro, governor 
of that place, and a fworn enemy to Pereira: 
His profecution was then ordered, when he was 
accufed of loitering at Bacaim, purpofely to 
avoid engaging the enemy; and thus to have 
caufed, by his negled and cowardice, the ruin 
and plunder of Diu. However, as governors 
are not permitted^to put commanders to death, 
without firft obtaining an exprefs order from 
the court of Portugal ; Antonio de Mello 
could not take away his enemy’s life; for which 
reafon he pronounced fuch a fentence upon 
him, as was more intolerable than death itfelf 
to a man of honour. Pereira, purfuant to the 
judgment paffed upon him, was led by the 
common executioner through the ftreets, with 
C c a halter 
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a halter about his neck, and a diftaff at his fide. 
A herald walking before, cried aloud. That 
this punilhment was inflidled on him by the 
king, for being a coward and traitor. Pereira 
was then carried back to prifon, where a 
familiar of the Inquifition came and demanded 
him. This frefh ftep furprifed every one, 
who knew that he could not juftly be accufed of 
judaifm, as he was of an ancient chriftian 
family, and had always behaved with honour. 
The day of the Auto da Fe was therefore ex- 
pelled with impatience by the people, in order 
that his crime might be made known to them: 
but how great was their furprife, when the 
prifoner did not come forth in the proceffion. 

Pereira had long been engaged in a quarrel 
with a gentleman, once his intimate friend, 
and who was feemingly reconciled to him be- 
fore this misfortune. This falfe friend, har- 
bouring a fecret refolution to revenge himfelf 
whenever an opportunity fhould offer, thought 
this imprifonment of Pereira the moll favour- 
able for his purpofe, that could have happened. 
He now fuborned five of Pereira’s domefticks, 

who 
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who accufed their mafter to the Inquifitors, of 
fodomy ; making oath that they had feen him 
perpetrate that abominable crime with one of 
his pages, who thereupon was feized. The 
latter, having lefs courage than his mafter; and 
dreading a cruel death, in cafe he fhould not 
do all he was commanded; and finding no 
other way to fave his life than by pleading 
guilty, charged himfelf with a crime of which 
he was entirely innocent ; and thus became, 
purfuant to the practice of the Inquifitors, a 
frefh witnefs againft his mafter. The fervant, 
by this confeflion, faved his own life, and was 
banifhed to Mozambique in Africa. 

In the mean time, as Pereira perfifted in 
declaring himfelf innocent, he was condemned 
to be burnt alive ; and would have been com- 
mitted to the flames, had not his continual 
proteftations of his innocence; or rather a 
fecret efteem which the Inquifitors ever enter- 
tained for him, made them fufpend his execu- 
tion; in order to try whether they might not, 
in time, prevail witli him to make a confeflion; 
or find opportunities to clear up the affair. 

C c 2 For 
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For this reafon he was ordered to remain in 
prifon till next Auto da Fe. 

During this interval, the Inquifitors examined 
the prifoner and his witnefles feveral times; 
when interrogating the latter feparately, whe- 
ther the moon fhone the night in which, pur- 
fuant to their oath, their mailer committed the 
deteftable crime in queftion, they varied in 
their anfwers. Being now put to the torture, 
they denied all they before had fwore againft 
their mailer. The accufers were then feized, 
and Jofeph Pereira being declared innocent, 
came out of prifon, next Auto da Fe, flripped 
of all his polfellions and quite ruined. His 
chief accufer was banifhed during nine years to 
Africa, and the witnelfes were fentenced to the 
Galley for five years. 

The above-mentioned example fhows, that 
the Inquifitors make herefy a pretence, merely 
to feize upon the wealth of the. innocent ; and 
that this tribunal gives a wicked man the fineft 
opportunity pollible, to fatiate his vengeance. 
— The fpirit which animates the Inquifitors 
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eftablifhed in the Eaft Indies, muft really be 
horrid, fince even the Jefuits themfelves, thus 
fpeak of them, in their univerfal Latin and 
French Di&ionary, printed at Trevoux. “The 
44 Inquifition (fay thefe moft righteous fathers) 
44 is vaftly fevere in India. ’Tis true, indeed, 
44 that feven witnefles are required to fwear 
44 againft a man, in order for his being con- 
44 demned; but then the depofitions of aflave, 
44 or of a child are admitted. The prifoner 
44 muft accufe himfelf, and he never fees, nor 
41 is confronted, with thofe who fwear againft 
44 him. A perfon who happens to let drop 
44 the leaft word againft the church; or does 
44 not fpeak, with fufficient reverence of the 
44 Inquifition, ftiall be impeached. — The 
44 ftandard or banner of the Inquifition is of 
44 red filk, in which a crofs is painted; having 
44 an olive bough on one fide; and on the 
44 other a fword, with thefe words of the 
44 Pfalmift round it: Arife, Lord, and judge 
44 thy caufe.” What a folemn mockery have 
we here of fcripture, and how deteftable a ufe 
is made of a fupplication of the Pfalmift! — Is 
this religicn ? Does this fpirit defcend from 

above? 
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above? Surely no; but feems di&ated rather 
by the black chiefs of Milton’s infernal council. 

The following inftance proves, that the In- 
quifitors will condemn an innocent perfon, 
rather than permit any of their accufations to 
be difproved. 

A major in a Portugueze regiment was 
charged with profefling judaifm privately, and 
hurried away to the prifon of the Inquilition in 
Lifbon. Being defcended of a family diftin- 
guifhed by the name of new chriftians, this 
proved a great prejudice againft him. He then 
was afked, feveral times, the caufe of his 
feizure, though he himfelf was an utterftranger 
to it. After he was kept in prifon two years, 
the InquiCtors told him, that he was accufed 
and duly convi&ed, of being a relapfed jew, 
which he utterly denied ; protefling that he 
had been always a true and faithful chriftian. 
In a word, they could not prevail with him, 
either by threats or promifes, to plead guilty 
to any one article of which he flood impeached: 
he declaring refolutely to his judges, that he 

would 
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would die with innocence, rather than preferve 
his life by an action, which muft cover him 
with eternal infamy. 

Duke d’ Aveyro, then Inquifitor-General, 
who was defirous of faving this officer, being 
one day upon his vifitation, ftrongly exhorted 
him to embrace the opportunity he had of 
extricating himfelf ; but the prifoner continu- 
ing inflexible, the Inquifitor was fired, and 
fpoke thus to him : “ Doft thou imagine that 
“ we’ll have the lie on this occafion?” The 
Inquifitor then withdrew, leaving the prifoner 
to his refle&ions on what he had heard. Surely 
thefe words employed a meaning inconfiftent 
with the chara&er of an upright judge, and 
flrongly fpoke the iniquitous fpirit of this 
tribunal. 

To conclude, the Auto da Fe approaching, 
our vi&im was condemned to the flames, and 
a confelfor fent to him. Terrified at this 
horrid death, he, though entirely innocent, 
declared himfelf guilty of the- crime laid to his 
charge. His pofleffions were then confifcated; 

after 
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after which he was made to walk in the pro^ 
ceffion, in the habit of one relapfed ; and laftly, 
w r as fentenced to the Gallies for five years. 

William Lithgow, a Scotchman, had ever 
retained a ftrong inclination for travel. To 
gratify it, he firfl went to Malaga, and there 
agreed with the captain of a French {flip, to 
carry him to Alexandria. Before this Chip fet 
fail, an Englifh fleet, fitted out againft the 
Algerines, came andrcaft anchor before Malaga, 
the 7th of October 1620; which threw the 
whole city into the utmoft confirmation ; thefe 
fhips being fuppofed to belong to Mahomme- 
dans. However, next morning, they found 
their miftake; when the governor feeing the 
Britifh crofs in the flags, went on board the 
fhip of the Admiral, Sir Robert Manfel, who 
received him with the greateft politenefs ; fo 
that at his return, he removed the fears of the 
inhabitants, and made them lay down their 
arms. On the morrow, feveral of the crew 
came on fhore ; and being Lithgow’s particular 
friends, fpent fome days in viewing the curi- 
ofities of the city, and in otherwife diverting 

themfelves; 
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themfelves ; and then inviting him on board, 
theyprefented him to the admiral, from whom 
he met with all imaginable civility. They 
kept Lkhgow on board next day, after which 
he retnrned to Malaga, and the fleet fet fail. 

As Lithgow was returning to his quarters 
through bye ftreets, in order to carry all his 
things on board the French Chip, which was to 
fail that night for Alexandria ; he was feized by 
nine .catchpoles, or officers, who took him 
before tire governor, to whom he complained 
of the violence which had been done him. 
The governor anfwered only by a nod ; and 
bid certain perfons, with the town-fecretary, 
.to go and examine him. This was to be tranf- 
a&ed with all poffible fecrefy, to prevent the 
Englilh merchants, refiding in Malaga, from 
hearing of his arreft. 

The council affembling, he was examined* 
and being fufpe&ed to be an Englilh fpy, they 
.did all that lay in their power to make fome 
difcovery to that purpofe, but in vain. They 
afterwards aflced the .names of the captains of 
D d the 
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the fleet; whether Lithgow, before his leaving 
England, did not know of the fitting out of this 
fleet? Why he xefufed the offer which the 
Englifh admiral made, of taking him on board 
his-fhip? In a word, they affirmed that he 
was a Spy ; and that he had been nine months 
in Malaga, in no other view than to give intel- 
ligence, to the Englifh court, of the time when 
the Spanifh fleet was expe<5ted from India. 
They then obferved, that his intimacy with 
the officers, and a great many more of his 
countrymen on board this fleet, who had 
ffiewed him the higheft civilities, were ftrong 
indications of his guilt. 

As Lithgow found- it impoffible to erafe 
thefe bad impreffions, he intreatedthem to fend 
for a bag, containing hi6 letters and other 
papers; the perufal of .which, he declared, 
would prove his innocence. The bag being 
accordingly brought, and the contents of it 
examined, they were found to confift chiefly of 
paffports, and teftimonials from feveral perfons 
of quality; a circumftance which, inftead of 
leffening - their fufpicions,' ferved only to 

heighten 
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heighten them. Prefently a fubaltern officer 
came into the room to fearch him, and took 
eleven ducats out of his pocket. Stripping 
him afterwards to his fhirt, they found in the 
waiftband of his breeches, the value of 548 
ducats, in gold. Lithgow putting on his cloaths 
again, was conduced to a fecure place, and 
from thence removed to an horrid dungeon, 
where he was allowed neither bed nor bedding; 
and only an ounce and half of mufty bread, 
and a pint of water daily. 

- As he would confefs nothing, he was put to 
the torture three days after. The wretches 
had the inhumanity to make him undergo, in 
the fpace of five hours, fifty different forts of 
torture; after which he was remanded back to 
prifon, where two eggs were given him, and a 
little hot wine, juft to keep him alive. 

On this occafion he received from a Turk, 
favours which he could not have hoped from 
perfons who ftile themfelves chriftians. This 
Turk adminiftered to him all the confolation ' 
poffible, and wept to fee the cruelties exercifed 
D d 2 on 
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on Lithgow. He then informed him, that 
certain Englifh priefts belonging to a feminary, 
together with a Scotch cooper, had been tome 
time employed by the governor’s order, 
in tranflating into Spanifh, all his books, 
and the obfervations made by him in his 
travels. The Turk added, that it was.pub- 
lickly reported, that he was a moft notorious 
heretic. It was then, Lithgow naturally fup- 
pofed, that every engine would be fet at work, 
in order to ruin him. 

Two days after* the governor, With the In- 
quifitor and two Jefuits, came to Lithgow in 
prifon when after afking him feveral queftions, 
and ftrongly urging him to change his religion, 
they declared* that, having firft: feized him as a 
fpy, they had difcovered, by the tranflation. of 
his papers, that he ridiculed the blefled lady 
of Loretto ; and fpake very irreverently of his 
holinefs, Ghrift’s vicegerent upon earth : that 
informations had been lodged againft him 
before the Inquifitors ; that he Ihould be allow- 
ed eight days to return to the pale of the 
church; during which the Inquifiter himfelf, 

and 
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and other priefts, would give him all the in- 
ftrudfions neceffary, to extricate him from his 
miserable ftate. They vifited him again feveral 
times, but without fuccefs. In fine, the eighth 
day being come, he was fentenced to undergo 
eleven different tortures; when, in cafe he fur- 
vived them, he was to be carried to Granada, 
and burnt there, after eafter holidays. The 
fame evening he was put to the torture, and 
bore it with great refolution, though the utmoft 
cruelty was pradlifed on this occafion. Me: 
then was remanded to his dungeon, where 
fome Turkifh flaves brought him, fecretly, 
refrefhments, which he was too weak to take. 
One of thefe flaves, though educated in the 
Mahommedan religion from his infancy, was 
fa ftrongly affedted with the deplorable condi- 
tion to which Lithgow Was reduced, that he 
fell fick for feveral days. However, a Moorifb 
female flave amply compenfated for the kind 
Turk’s abfence ; fhe being allowed more liberty 
in the- prifon. This female flave brought 
LithgoW, daily, provifions, with a little wine; 
and this courtefy continued fix weeks. 


To 
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. To conclude, at the time that Lithgow ex- 
pected, every inftant, to die in the moft cruel 
torments, he was releafed by a very unexpected 
accident. A Spaniard of diftinCtion being at 
fupper with the governor, the latter informed 
liimof every thirigthathad happened to Lithgow, 
fince his imprifonment. As he had defcribed, 
minutely, the various tortures he underwent; 
a young Flemifh fervant, who ufed to wait on 
the Spanifh gentleman at table, moved to com- 
panion at the fad relation of the barbarity 
exercifed on Lithgow, and his being fentenced 
to the flames; ' fell into fuch agonies, that he 
c.Ould not fleep the whole night. . Getting up 
next morning by day-break, he went, unknown 
to any one, to an Englifh faClor; and informed 
him of the converfation which had pafled 
between the governor and his matter. The 
fervant being gone, the Engliftiman fent for 
the other fix faClors, his countrymen, refiding 
in Malaga; when, confulting together, they 

refolved to write to Madrid, to Sir Afton, 

the Englifh embaffador; who prefenting a 
memorial to the Spanifh king and council, 
Lithgow was releafed and put on board Sir 

Robert 
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Robert Manfel’s fleet, then lying at anchor 
before Malaga. The poor vi&im was fo vaftly 
weak, that they were forced to carry him, upon 
blankets. The admiral afterwards demanded . 
Lithgow’s books, papers, money, &c. but no 
other anfwer was returned him than mere com- 
pliments.* \ 

Gonfalvius gives us an example, which (hows 
that vice is not the object of the Inquifitors 
hatre'd.— A poor inhabitant of Seville, who 
fupported his family by his daily labour, had 
the mortification to have his wife kept forcibly 
from him by a prieft, which yet was winked 'at 
by the Inquifition, and every other tribunal. 

As this man was one day difcourfing concerning 
purgatory, with fome of his acquaintance, he 
ipoke in fuch terms, as though he intended 
only to difburden his mind : As to myfelf, 
(fays he) I have my purgatory in this world, 
by my wife's being thus with-held from me by 
the prieft. Thefe jvords being told to the 

ecclefiaftic, 

* See Lithgow’s Travels; and Limbroch’s Hiftory of the 
Inquifition, trauflated by the Rev. Mr. Samuel Chandler, 
vol. II. page 233. London, 1731, qto. 
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ecclefiaftic, be impeached the huiband to the 
Inquifition, as having advanced fome error? 
relating to the doctrine of purgatory. Here- 
upon the Inquifitors, without once reproaching 
the prieft for his crime, feized the hufband. 
The latter then was imprifoned two years* 
and, after walking in the proceflion at the firft 
Auto da Fe; and being fentenced to wear, 
during three years, the*fan benito, in a private 
prifon ; at the expiration of that term, he was 
ordered, either to be continued in prifon ,*or to 
be releafed, as the Inquifitors fhould fee fitting. 
Tliefe carried their cruelties to fuch lengths, as 
to confifcate, to the ufe of their tribunal, the 
little that this unhappy creature had in the * 
world, and permitted the prieft to ftill enjoy his 
wife ; the holy lecher being paffionately fond 
of her. . 

The various inftances given above, all of ' 
them compiled from authors <Jf approved 
veracity, fufficiently fhow, that the Inquifition 
is the moft iniquitous, and moil inhuman 
tribunal on earth. 

•W' 
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POPE’S BULL, 

Publijhed againjl the Free-Masons, end t alert 
notice of in page 35. 

THE court of Rome, inftigated by the im- 
pofitions of evil-minded perfons, poured out 
its bulls and decrees ■againft the Mafons, where- 
by they were condemned in a more fevere and 
tyrannical manner, (the*peculiar charadteriftic 
of the Inquifition,) than they had ever yet un- 
dergone ill any nation, and that without the 
leaft foundation for fuch proceedings, his holi- 
nefs being utterly ignorant of what was fo zea- 
lpufly to be interdicted. The words of the faid* 
bull will belt depicture the impure fountain 
they fprang from. 

T*he condemnation of the fociety or conventicles De 
Liberi Muratori, or of the Free-Mafons, under 
the penalty of ipfo fadio excommunication , the pb 
folution from which is referved to the Pope alone, 
except at the point of death . 

Clement Bijhop , fervant of the fervmrts of God, to 
all the faithful of Ghrijl , health, and apojlolical be* 
tiediflion. 

' Ee PLACED 
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T)LACED (unworthy as we are) by the 
— difpofal of the Divine clemency, in the 
eminent watch-tower of the apoftlefhip, we are 
ever folicitoufly intent, agreeable to the truft 
6f the paftoral providence repofed in us, by 
obftru&ing the paffages of error and vice, to 
preferve more efpecially the integrity of ortho- 
dox religion, and to jrepel, in thefe difficult 
times, all dangers of trouble from the whole 
catholic world. * *• 

It has come to our knowledge, even from 
public report, that certain focieties, companies, 
^meetings, affemblies, clubs, or conventicles, 
commonly called De Liberi Muratori, or Free- 
Mafdns, or by whatfoever other name the fame 
in different languages are diftinguifhed, fpread 
far and wide, and are every day increafing; in 
which perfons,of whatever religion or fed, con- 
tented with a kind of an affedled Chew of natural 
honefly, confederate together in Sbclofe and in- 
fcrutable bond, according to laws and orders 
agreed upon between them ; which likewife, with 
private ceremonies, they enjoimand bind them- 
felves, as well by ftricl oath takejg, on the bible, 
as by the imprecation of heavy punifhments, to 
preferve with inviolable fecrecy. We 
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We therefore revolving in our mind the great 
mifchiefs which generally accrue from this kind 
of focieties or conventicles, not only to the tem- 
poral tranquillity of the ftate, but to the fpiri- 
tual health of fouls: and that therefore they are 
neither confillent with civil nor canonical func- 
tions; fince # we are taught by the divine word to 
watch, like a faithful fervant, night and day, left 
this fort of men break as thieves into the houfe, 
and like foxes endeavour to root up the vine- 
yard; left they fliould pervert the hearts of the 
fimple, anckprivily ftioot at the innocent: that 
we might flop up the broad way, which from^ 
thence would be laid open for the perpetration 
of thfeir wickednefs with impunity, and fou 
other juft an<ji reafonable caufes to us known* 
have by the Ojdjvice of forae of our venerable 
brethren of the Roman church, the cardinals, 
and of our own mere motion, and from our 

certain knowledge and mature deliberation, by 

♦ • 

the plenitude of the apoftolioal power, appoint- 
ed and decreed to be condemned, and prohibit- 
ed, and by this our prefent ever-valid conftitu- 
tion, we do condemn and prohibit the fame 
focietie«, companies, meetings, affemblies, 
E e 2 clubs 
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clubs, or conventicles, De Liberi Mumtori, or 
Free-.Mafons, or by whatever Other name they 
are diftinguifhed. 

Wherefore all artd lingular the faithful in ' 
Chrift, of whatever ftate, decree, condition, or- 
der, dignity, and pre-emiqence, whether laity 1 
or clergy, a§ well feculars as regulars, worthy 
all of exprefs mention and enumeration, we 
ftriCtly, and in virtue of holy obedience, com- 
mand that no one, under any pretext tor colour, 
dare or prefume the aforefaid focieties De Li- 
beri Muratori or Free-Mafons, or by whatever 
Other manner diftinguHhed, to enter into; pro- ' 
mote, favour, admit, or conceal in his or their 
houfifs, or elfewhere, or be admitted merhbefs 
of, or be prefent with the fame, pr be any wife 
aiding and affifting .towards tli'eir xrleeting in 
any place ; or to adminifter any thing to tlieiii, 
or in any manner publickly or privately, direct- 
ly or indirectly, .by themfelves oi\others, afford 
them counfel, help', or favour ; Or advife, in- 
duce, provoke, or perfuade others to be admit- 
ed into, joined, or be prefent wjth this kind of 
focieties, or in any manner aid and promote 
them: but that they dught by all mean? to ab- 

flain 
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ftain from the faid focieties, companies, meet- 
ings, aflemblies, clubs, or conventicles, -under 
the penalty of all that adt contrary thereto in- 
curring excommunication ipfo futfo, without any 
other declaration ; from which *no one can ob- 
tain the benefit pfc abfotetion from any other 
but us, or the Roman pontiff for the time being, 
except at the point of death. 

We Will moreover and command. That as 
Well bifhops and fuperior prelates, and other 
tirdinafieS of particular places, as the Inquifi- 
tors of heretical pravity univerfally deputed, of 
what Rate, degree, condition, order, dignity, 
or pre-eminence fo-ever, proceed and inquire, 
’and reftrain aftd coerce the f|me, as vehement- 
ly fufpe&ed of herety, with condign punifhment : 
for tb them and each of them, we hereby give 
and impart free power of proceeding, inquiring . 
againfl, and of coercing and reftraining with 
condign punifhments, the feme tranfgreflors, 
and of calling in, if it (hill be neceffary, the 
help of the fecular arm : and we will that print- 
ed copies of, thefe prefents, figned by fome 
notary public, and confirmed by the feal of 
fome'perfon of ecclefiaftical dignity, {hall be of 

the 
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the fame authority as original letter? would be, 
if they were, ftiewn and exhibited. Let* no or.e 
therefore infringe, or byrafb attempt contradict 
this page of our declaration, damnation, com- 
mand, prohibition, and interdict: but if any 
one fhall prefume to attempt this, let hi.ro know 
that he will incur the? indignation of Almighty 
God, and of the biefi'ed apoftles Peter and Paul, 
Dated from Rome at St. Marys the greater, 
in the year of the incarnation of our Lord 1 738, 
the 4th of the calends of May, (28th of April, 

,N. S j in the 8lh of our Pontificate., 

* * / ■ . 

A. Card. Jfice-Datary. . 

C. A Hiatus,. Vice-Secretary. 

Yifa de Curia N. AntoneHus. - 
. . ? The place, f of the kadfeji Teal. 

; ; v - I, ) f ; I.;B, Eugenius. 

. ; Regiferedin the fecrctyry- of the briefs office, 

In the above-mentioned day , month , and year , the faid 
condemnation was fixed up and publijked at the gates 
of the palace of the facred office of the prince of 
the apejUes, and in other ujwal and accuflomcd • 
places of' the city, by me Pctef Romolatius, 
curfitor of the mcjl holy Inqniffitioii. 

A SERMON, 
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SERMON, 

Preached at the Cvn/ 2 'uution of the 

HA'RMONIC LODGE, 
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9 

In Dudley, in the County of Worcester, 

. Auguftsiji, 1784,. 

Before a large Bcrdy of Free and Accepted Masons, 
from the neighbouring Lodges. 

*7 their fince deceafed refpe&ed Brother, 

The Rev. JOHN HODGE T*T S. 
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15th Chap; St. John, 35th verfe. 

tty this Jhall all men know that ye are my difciples , 
if ye have love one to another. 

I F we. fearch into the conftitution of the 
human mind, we find that God has planted 
within us two kinds of propenfities very diftin< 5 l 
from each other. One for the pTefervation of 
the individual, and the other for the union and 
mutual fupport of the whole'fpecies. Of the 
former kind are felf-love, and the fenfations of 
hunger, thirft, and fatigue, prompting us to 
refreCh our beings; and if God had not defigned 
its for focial life, nature would have flopped 
here ; we fhould not have been furnifhed with 
. other neceffary affe&ions. But as our natural 
wants and weakriefles are fuch as render the 
affiftance of our fellow creatures neceflary to 
our well-being, and- this cannot be expe<fted but 
F f from 
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from a mutual intercourfe and exchange of 
good offices. Providence has planted in our 
hearts, powerful incitements to promote the 
common good. Of this kind, are love, con- 
jugal, parental, and filial ; friendffiip, charity, 
and univerfal benevolence, which are all 
natural fenfations confpiring with the private 
affections to improve the general happinefs; 
for without this fympathy of, nature, men 
would be greatly deficient in thofe kind offices 
of charity, which, in the viciffitudes of ^ human 
affairs, are reciprocally wanted. All accefs 
would be denied to the indigent and miferable; 
they would have no advocate to plead for them ; 
but, being wretched, would remain fo; with 
this aggravation of mifery, that there would be 
no one to commiferate their unhappy cafe. 
It is the fecret and invifible tie of nature, 
* which connects power with fubjeCtion, wealth 
with poverty, and eafe with affliction; for it 
llrengthens the client’s dependance on the 
patron, gives the neceffitous an hold on the 
benefactor, and procures the unhappy a friend 
in others bofoms. How kindly has nature 
provided againft urging diftrefs, by planting 

even 
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even in the breaft of ftrangers fo ftrong a com- 
panion, that they {hall oftentimes flep into 
the place of neareft relations and friends J — - 
You cannot here avoid recolledling the good 
Samaritan, who, though an enemy to the 
unfortunate Jew that had fallen into the mer- 
cilefs hands of robbers, yet knowing and feel- 
ing that the impreffions of humanity were not 
to be effaced by differences of religion, he has 
compaffion on his fellow-creature, binds up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, fets him on 
his own beaft, brings him to an inn, and takes 
care of him. 

. _ > 

We are not, like the Jews, to confine our 
affections, and extend our ^liberality only to 
the narrow circle of a particular family, tribe, 
or nation, and hate and perfecute the reft of 
mankind. Go and afk the great Saviour and 
Redeemer of the world, who is your neighbour 
and brother? He will {hew you, the relation 
of humanity entitles every man to this cha- 
racter: that the obligations ofjuftice, the duties 
of friendfhip, the offices of kindnefs, are not 
to be facrificed to that too felfifh bigotry, 
F f 2 which 
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which is fo unhappily apt to whet mens paffions, 
and alienate their afifeCtions from one another. 
His command to love our neighbour is as 
extenfive as his dominions, and reaches to the 
poor heathen, his heritage, and to the utmoft 
parts of the earth, the boundaries of his poffeffion. 
But as the appetite maybe depraved andloftby 
intemperance, fo the affedtions may be altered, 
and even extinguifhed by vicious habits. A bad 
man may diveft himfelf even of his nature; and 
he has effectually done this, who is not moved at 
another’s mifery. He is no longer of our fpecies I 
He may retain the outfide form and lineaments 
of a man, but within he is contrary to nature, 
not having an heart of flefh, but of marble, 
unfufceptible of tender impreffions. 

But hitherto we have confidered compaffion 
as an animal affeCtion. This, under the con- 
duct of judgment and confidence, is a true 
principle of aCtion ; but left entirely to itfelf, 
like other palhons, it may rather be called a 
weaknefs than a perfection. For how often 
do we fee the good-natured mifled by the ten- 
dernefs of thispallion, to do thjngs which they 

cannot 
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cannot approve of; but reafon points out the 
object, diftinguifhes the order, and regulates 
the bounds ; difcovers what compaffion is due 
to our country, parents, friends, families, rela- 
tions, elected brethren and acquaintance, to 
thofe who have particularly obliged us, or been 
of ufe and fervice to us ; fhews, what degree of 
pity is due to thofe, who, by no mifconducft of 
their own, but by fome of the unavoidable 
accidents of human life, are reduced to diftrefs; 
convincing us, by experience, that we are fel- 
low-creatures, liable to the fame infirmities, 
to the fame misfortunes, and to the fame wants? 
and therefore we have all of us reafon to ex- 
ercife that compaffion and tendernefs, which 
no man knows but inthecourfe of time he may 
Hand in need of himfelf. 

In the next place, religion comes into the 
fupport of reafon, to ftrengthen the obligations 
of nature, by inforcing what is reafonable itfelf, 
with the pofitive injunction of a fuperior, who 
has an infinite authority over us to command 
our obedience, for his having created, pre- 
ferved, and redeemed us. As creatures, he 

has ‘ 

x ' 
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has made of one blood all nations of men, 
for to dwfell together on all the face of the earth, 
and therefore commanded us not to hide our- 
felves from our own flelh, not to (hut up our 
bowels, but to fhew mercy and compaflion 
every man to his brother. As our preferver, 
he is daily pouring down his benefits upon us, 
and laying us under infinite obligations ; which 
debt of gratitude we have no clearer method of 
difcharging, than by communicating the like 
benefits to our fellow-creatures. — As our moft 
gracious Redeemer has conftituted a new rela- 
tion among chriftians, made us members of the 
fame fpiritual body, parts of each other, and 
infpired us with new life and affections in Chrift 
Jefus our head. We have one Lord, one faith, 
one baptifm, are one body, and one fpirit, and 
have one hope of our calling; and in confe- 
quence of this moft intimate relation, we are 
commanded to fuffer with our fellow-members,' 
to weep with them that weep, and to put on as 
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercy and compaflion, to be faithful, kind to 
one another, and tender-hearted. And thefe 
pofitive injunctions are fupported by the 

ftrongeft 
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ftrongeft motives of fear and hope ; it being 
declared on one fide, that he fhall have judg- 
ment without mercy, who fheweth no mercy; 
and on the other, that the minuted a& of com- 
panion, even a cup of cold water, given to a dif- 
ciple for the fake of Chrift, fhall not lofe its 
reward. And finally, to fhew that our Lord 
requires herein nothing of us, but what he 
pra&ifed himfelf; we frequently read of his 
being moved with companion at the fight of the 
multitude having nothing to eat, to whom he 
gave food, left they fhould faint by the way. 
On various other occafions, at the fight of the 
lame, the blind, and the fick, to whom he gave 
limbs, eyes, and health. Even at the fight of 
the complicated mifery of Jerufalem, when the 
meafure of her iniquities being filled up, and 
his compaffion could have no other effe<ft, it 
diffblved into tears. Let the fame mind then, 
my brethren, be in you-, which was in Chrift 
Jefus. 

What has been hitherto delivered, is a true 
defcription of a good man, or a chriftian. Suffer 
me, in the next place, to inform you, that it is 

the 
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the real bafis on which Free-mafonry is built. 
To confute the afperfions of the illiberal and 
ungenerous on this our royal art, is not my 
intention ; yet to defcant a little on our noble 
and antient order will, I hope, neither expofe 
me to cenfure nor difpleafure. If our firft 
parents hadremainedin their terreftrial paradife, 
they would have had no occalion for the me- 
chanic arts, or any of the fciences now in ufe, 
but having loft their innocence, they, in that 
unhappy moment, loft their fupernatural ability 
and infpired knowledge. From that fatal aera, 
we date the neceffity and origin of the liberal 
arts and fciences. The royal art was, beyond 
all doubt, coeval with the above fciences, andfo 
was carefully handed down by Mathnfelah, his 
grandfon Noah, who tranfmitted it to pofterity ; 
and it has, and I hope ever will be preferved, 
with that veneration and efteem it juftly merits, 
and none but the worthies of this, or any 
other nation, ever will be initiated in this our 
royal art. 

Having briefly (hewn you the antiquity of 
our myfteries, t {hall, in a few words, point out 

its 
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its utility. — As all focieties without due regu- 
lations, muft neceflarilyhaftento ruin; foFree- 
mafonry, unlefs accompanied with brotherly 
love, beneficence, and truth, will fpeedily rulh 
into difcredit. By brotherly love we are to 
underftand a generous principle of the foul, 
which looks upon the human fpecies as one 
family, created by an all-wife Being, and fuf- 
fered to exift for the mutual afliftance of each 
other. Beneficence calls forth that generofity 
of mind into a<ftion, and liberally alleviates 
the burdens and miferies of the wretched. 
Truth is a divine attribute, and the fountain of 
mafonic virtues. — This is an edifice founded 
upon a rock, which malice cannot {hake, nor 
time dellroy. What a fecret fatisfa&ion do we 
Free-mafons enjoy; when in fearching for 
truth, we find the firft principle of ufeful 
fcience preferved among us, as we received it 
by oral tradition from the earlieft ages; and 
this truth is alfo confirmed by the teftimonies 
of the beft and greateft men the world has pro- 
duced. But this is not all, the facred writings 
confirm what I aflert, the fublime part of our 
myftery being there to be found; nor can any 
G g chriftian 
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chriftian brother (let me fpeak it diftin&Iy) be 
a good Mafon, that does: not make the word of 
God his fir ; ft and principal ftudy. 

I cannot pafs over in filence, the grafted 
inveteracy the fair fex in general entertain of 
Mafonry; but as you have heard our grand 
principles explained, I. truft, in future, we 
fhall have your approbation, rather than your 
cenfure ; for be allured, the greateft fatisfa&ion 
a Mafdn can receive, is the patronage of the 
fair, and their protection, his chiefeft glory. 

! To conclude ; Mafonry is the daughter of 
heaven; the patronefs of the liberal arts and 
fciences, which polifh and adorn human nature; 
thankful ought they to be, whio have it in their 
power to embrace her, and happy are they who 
do. She teaches the way to content, with 
fervency and zeal unfeigned; as fure of being 
unchangeable, as ofendinginfelicity. Invefted 
as we are with that ancient and noble badge, 
which yields preference to rio honour, or order 
in the univerfe, let us determine to abhor 
every adl, that may leffen the dignity of a pro- 

feffion. 
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fefllon, which to this hour, is the glory of the 
greateft men on the face of the globe. — Let us 
conform our whole lives to that great light, the 
law of God ; and let our actions convince the 
world, that truth, brotherly love, and a defire 
to afford relief to the diftrefled, are the grand 
principles on which we proceed. So that this 
life having pafled in the difeharge of our duty, 
as men and Free-mafons, we may at length, 
with all mankind, be received into the prefence 
of our Supreme Grand Mafter, and rejoice 
in hearing him fay, Well done, ye good and 
faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord. 
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I T is an awfui thought, and well worthy our 
moll ferious refle&ion, that, in the fpace of 
a month, our fraall fociety fhould a fecond time 
be called together, on fo folqmnan occafion as 
the death of a brother.* To us, indeed, much 
inftru&ion, much benefit, may thereby accrue, 
as it fhould mod forcibly imprint on our minds 
the uncertainty of human life, and how greatly 
it is our intered, as well as duty, with diligence 
and earned attention to purfue the facred 
tenets of Mafonry, by always keeping in view 
thofe three great lights of our ancient order, 
yvhich direcf us in our duty to God, to ouy 
neighbour, arid to ourfelves, that when the 
fujnmons arrives for us. to leave this Earthly 

Lodge, 

* Mr. William Lander, of Mofeley, died March 5, 1789. 
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Lodge, we may, be found elected members of the 
Grand Lodge above, were Jehovah, the Grand 
Mafter of the Univerfe, conftantly prefides. 

From an early period the cuftom of paying 
a due and folemn tribute of affection to the 
memory of a deceafed brother may be traced. 
King Solomon, that Prince of Architecture and 
Grand Mafter Mafon of his day, allowed time 
to the craft to indulge their forrow for the 
death of their beloved mafter Hiram Abiff, after 
he had been buried with great folemnity in the 
Lodge near the temple, according to' the an- 
cient ufage amongft Mafons. 

In conformity to this laudable cuftom, we 
are here affembled in the character of Mafons, 
to pay the Iaft tribute of efteem to the memory 
of our late worthy friend and brother Mr. J.R. 
thereby demonftrating the fincerity of our 
efteem for him, and our fteady attachment to 
the principals of this honourable’ order. Let 
us, therefore, with propriety fupport the cha- 
racter in which we now appear ; — on every oc- 
fcafion advert to the nature of our folemn 


engage- 
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engagements, and with becoming reverence 
fupplicate the divine grace and favour of that 
eternal being, whofe goodnefs and power knows 
no bounds, that we may profecute our journey, 
without dread or apprehenfion, to that far 
diftant country from whence no traveller re- 
turns. 

The laft offices paid to the dead are ufeful 
only as they are lectures to the living; from 
them therefore we are to derive inftru&ion, 
confidering every folemnity of this kind as a 
frefh fummons for us to prepare for the awful 
change. 

Thin is the partition between this world and 
another, and fhort the tranfition from time to 
eternity! In the midft of life we are in death, 
and we cannot ascertain Our prefervation a 
► Angle moment. — So ftrong is the arm of the 
tyrant, true is his aim, and fudden as light- 
ning fometimes his arrows are launched, that 
we ought never to promife ourfelves fafety in 
any expedient, but conftant preparation. 

H h For 
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For notvvithftanding the various momentos 
of mortality we daily meet with, notwithftand- 
ing we are convinced that death hath eftablifh- 
ed his empire over all the works of nature, how 
apt are we to forget that we are born to die, — 
we go on from one defign to another, add hope 
-to hope, and lay out plans for the fubfiftence 
and enjoyment of many years,, till we are fud- 
denly alarmed by the approach of death, when 
we leaf! expe&ed him, at an hour which we 
probably concluded to be the meridian of our 
exiflence, and at a time when we are perhaps 
leafl prepared to meet him. 

What are all the externals of majefty, the 
pride of wealth, the pomp of earthly greatnefs, 
when nature is called upon to difcharge her 
debt : — The fudden vifitation of Providence 
on our late friend and brother, affords us an 
awful leffon of the uncertainty of earthly hap- 

Let then this example of mortality excite 
our ferious attention, and ftrengthen our refo- 
lutions of preparing for the awful change; as 

life 
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life i§ ^uncertain, and all earthly purfuits are 
vain Tf let us no longer poftpone the important 
concern of preparing for eternity, but let us 
embrace the happy moment, while' time and 
opportunity offer, to provide with care for that 
foleipn hour, when nothing but the reflection 
of a well fpent life can give us comfort and 
confolation; — then lhall our expectations not 
be fruftrated, nor lhall we be hurried unpre- 
pared into the prefence of God, before whom 
the fecrets of all hearts are open, and from 
whofe dread tribunal no culprit can efcape. 

As it hath pleafed the divine creator to re- 
move our brother from the cares and troubles 
of this tranfitory exiftence, to a ftate of eternal 
duration, and thereby weaken the chain by 
which we are linked together, may it incline 
us who furvive him, to be the mpre firmly ce- 
mented one to another, in the ties of union 
and friendlhip, that by regulating our conduCl 
agreeable to the dictates of truth and wifdom, 
we may in the laft moments enjoy that ferene 
tranquillity of mind, which will ever flow from 
the reflection of a life well fpent. 

H h 2 While 
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While we drop the fympathetic teaT to' the 
memory of our deceafed brother, let tihtkrity 
induce us to throw a veil over his foibles, but 
let us not withhold from his memory the 
praifes his virtues may have claimed ; — his me- 
ritorious aCtions let us imitate, and from hi* 
weaknefs let us derive inllruCtion, 


To the grave the body of our brother is re- 
figned, there to remain to the general refur- 
re&ion, in favourable expectation that his 
immortal foul will then partake of joys prepared 
for the righteous, from the foundation of the 
world ; and we pray God of his infinite good- 
nefs to extend his mercy to all of us, and crown 
our felicity with everlalting blifs, in the ex- 
panded realms of a boundlefs eternity. 
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THE ELEGY, 

Set to Mujtc and fung by Brother James Crefshull, of 
Birmingham . 

I. FROM this vain world of noife and ftrife, 

T* enjoy a new-born heav’nly life, 

Our deareft brother fled ! 

His body we commit to earth. 

His foul to G O D who gave it birth, 

To raife him from the dead. 

Chorus — To the Powers Divine all glory be given, 
By men upon earth, and by Angels in Heaven . 

II. The fweet remembrance of the juft 
Shall flourifh while he fleeps in duft. 

Our hope in Heav’n fecure.— » 

The wicked’s mem’ry (hall decay. 

And vanifh, like a fhade, away. 

Nor thought of any more. 

Chorus . — To the Powers Divine, Csfc. 

III. In the grand awful Lodge above 
Dwells concord, harmony, and love, 

Eternal peace and re(L 
Our God is merciful and kind ; 

Then feek in time and you will find 
A blefling ’mongft the bleft. 

Chorus . — To the Powers Divine, 
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R. W . Grand Majier ; Brethren all , mzd illujlrious 
Hearers , 

T N every art two things feem peculiarly de- 
-*• ferving of attention, its origin and its defign. 
And perhaps there is none that can boaft an 
origin more ancient and venerable, or a defign 
more benevolent than that of Mafonry. 

When the Almighty fiat firft bade this vifible 
creation exift, as the facred page informs us, it 
was without form and void* and darknefs was 
upon the face of the deep : it was yet a rude 
and fhapelefs chaos. But the divine architect 
ftretched out the line upon it, and reduced it 
to fymmetry and order, fo that we now behold 
the whole fabric Hand confeft, a ftupendous 

monument 
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monument of eternal wifdom — its pillars invert- 
ed with ftrength and adorned with beauty. Ex- 
ecuted with fkill minute even below the fight of 
the philosophic eye, and vaft beyond the bounds 
of imagination, it pronounceth its author to be 
divine. Such was the original defign of the 
eternal mind — and fuch we now behold the fair 
and magnificent fabric of the univerfe. 

• But had the divine architect here ftopt Ihort— 
had he not alfo given being to another fyftem, 
namely, one of an intellectual kind, not only 
had the rnoft glorious and excellent part of the 
divine workmanfhip been left unfinilhed, but 
even that which was created might have remain- 
ed for ever unnoticed and unadmired. Though 
the fabric was beautiful and ftupendous, it had 
been but like a deferted manfion, without in- 
habitants. Though the picture was fair, and the 
colours exquifite, yet none had been confcious 
of its beauty, but he alone who firft defigned 
and made it. 

As an inhabitant, therefore, of this vifible 
creation, and a witnefs of its beauty and magni- 
ficence, 
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licence, the great author of nature gave being 
alfo to the intelle&ual fyilem — he bade the hu- 
man intelligence exift, and be confcious of good 
and evil, of beauty and deformity, of virtue 
and vice. As the former fyftem was made the 
grand model of vifible order, of meafure and 
proportion, fo was this laft the fubjeft of moral 
beauty and redtitude. The one is the objedt of 
fcience and the other of morality : and thefe, if 
I miftake not, are the two grand pillars of the 
Mafonic art. On thefe its folid bafis refts, and 
hath ever refted unihaken and unimpaired. 
Thus, it claims an origin coeval with the world ; 
and its profeffed defign is to promote civilization, 
and to adorn human life with every fcientific 
and moral accomplilhment. 

By what remote caufe— or by what chain of 
caufes or accidents, mankind originally formed 
for virtue and fociety, were led to pervert the in- 
tention of their nature, and to lofe the proper 
means of improvement — how they were firft di- 
vided amonglbthemfelves, became rude in their 
manners, hoftile to their own fpecies, ignorant 
and unfociable, it is not our prefent bufinefs to 
enquire ; fuffice it here to obferve that the fadl 
Ii itfelf 
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itfelf is unqueftionable, and that the immediate 
vifible caufe is the neglect of fcience and culti- 
vation. Almoft in every nation, at fome par- 
ticular period of its hiftory, men have been 
found rude as the marble in the quarry; poffef- 
fing indeed a capacity of moral beauty, and of 
the faireft proportions of virtue, but requiring 
the fkilful hand of art and culture to forrn and 
polifh them. Such, we are informed, were the 
ancient inhabitants of Greece (afterwards the 
molt polifhed nation in the world) before its fa- 
vage tribes were tamed by the harmonious lyre 
of an Orpheus. And fuch are the inhabitants of 
every nation, while yet unenlightened by 
fcience — untaught and unexperienced in the ex- 
alted virtue of benevolence — and unconfcious 
of the facred bonds of focial union. Wild as the 
woods in which they roam, and fierce as the 
animals with which they herd — their clothing 
the fpoils of the chafe, and dens their only 
fhelter. Such is the picture of human life un- 
enlightened by fcience, and unadorned by art 
and cultivation. 

In the midft of this chaos of intelle&ual na- 
ture, behold Mafonry, whofe talk it is to en- 

• lighten 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



AN ORATION, & c . a 5 i 

lighten and to adorn — behold the heaven-born 
virgin appear, bearing in her hand the lamp 
of fcience, the mirror of truth, with the vari- 
ous enfigns of art; — joy fmiling in her coun- 
tenance, the fair femblance of virtue and in- 
ternal peace. Steadily regarding the beauty 
and fymmetry of the divine workmanfhip, both 
in the vifible and intellectual world, and fired 
with a noble enlhufiafm to examine and to 
Imitate; from the former flie derives the vari- 
ous arts and ornaments of life, and from the 
latter the rules of focial duty. She teacheth 
mankind to perceive that they were formed for 
fociety, and that there their nature can reach 
the higheft perfection and happinefs. She bid* 
them lay afide the fiercenefs of an hoftile dif- 
pofition, — and teacheth men of every nation, 
of every different faith, and of every rank ia 
life, overlooking the prejudices and diftinCtions, 
which education or fortune may have eftablilli- 
ed, to embrace one another like brethren, and. 
to give the foul to harmony and love. 

Union adds firength to enterprife, and fire 
to genius and invention. Under the culture of 
her hand, we therefore, foon perceive the va- 
I i a rious 
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rious arts and embellifliments of life, improve- 
ed and difleminated. Where lately all was 
wafte and deformity, we now behold the {lately 
dome arife, and difplay its magnificent orna- 
ments. The rude and fhapelefs marble affumes 
form and proportion, and nature’s faireft tints 
feem to live on the canvas. Lo ! Mufic alfo, 
attended by foft poefy, her ' filter art, gives to 
harmony the trembling firings, and wakes the 
foul to ecftafy ; whilft the mighty tide of bold 
majeftic verfe tames the favagebreaft, and forms 
it to humanity and love. This is the labour, 
and this the pride of Mafonry, by fuch arts 
as thefe to adorn life, and to humanize the 
temper. 

Heaven, well pleafed, firft viewed the bold 
and generous defign, with a look of foft com- 
placency, then blefled the enterprife, and bade 
the virgin proceed and profper. Attended by 
foft-eyed charity her infeparable companion, 
we now therefore behold her travelling down 
the vale of time, hung round with the mod ve- 
nerable relics of hoary antiquity, and crowned 
with the richeft honours of ev&ry preceding age, 
that with the fame munificence, and the fame 

benevolent 
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benevolent hand, (he may yet blefs and adorn 
pofterity. 

This, my worthy brethren, and illuftrious 
hearers, is but a faint and general outline of 
the origin and defign of the Mafonic art. Time 
would fail me to defcend to particulars. But 
could it be thought requifite, in order to refle# 
honour on a fociety fo ancient and venerable, I 
might yet mention the many diftinguilhed cha- 
racters who have compofed and patronized it, 
in every age. From the wife king of Ifrael, 
who, on Mafonic principles, firft built a tem- 
ple to the God of Jacob, down to the prefent 
time, it boafts a line of worthies, — of kings and 
heroes — of the great, the good and the wife in 
every nation, whofe names would do honour to 
any fociety. To rehearfe them here would be 
tedious, and it is unneceffary. But every Ma- 
fon of this aflembly will doubtlefs coniider it as 
a fortunate and pleafing circumftance, that un- 
der an officer of the royal blood,* the mod im- 
portant office belonging to Mafonry, within 
the realm of Great Britain, ffiould, at this day, 
be difcharged by a nobleman of the moil dif- 

tinguiffied 

• Duke of Cumberland, Grand Matter of England, 
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tinguifhed chara&eivf* fo nearly allied to the 
noble lord who prefides over this part of the 
Britifh empire, and who now honoureth us 
with his prefence and patronage. 


Were it neceffary that I fhould here fpecify 
any particular example of that charitable difpo- 
fition, which hath ever characterized the fra- 
ternity as a collective body, I fhould, my worthy 
brethren, mention your own late exertions in. 
railing a fund of charity in this city, as a recent 
example of a benevolence truly Mafo'nic. And 
I gladly embrace this opportunity to congratu- 
late you on the prefent advanced ftate Of that 
charity, and the pleafing profpeCt of feeing it 
foon completed. This houfe, n’ow’dedicated 
to Mafonry, to virtue, and to univerfal bene- 
volence, and appropriated folely as a fund for 
the relief of indigence, will ferVe as an additional 
and recent teftimony to the world, of the hu- 
mane difpofition which actuates a fociety of 
Free-Mafons. But it muft often alfo recal to 
your remembrance the irreparable lofs, which 
you in particular, and the fociety in general 
have fuftained, by the much lamented death of 

our 
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our late worthy, Right Worfhipful Grand 
Matter,* by whom this charity was chiefly pro- 
moted. To his a<5livity and zeal, under the 
blefling of Heaven, the poor are principally in- 
debted for the benefit and affiftance which, it is 
hoped, they will long derive from it. While 
Mafonry, therefore, holds her fage affemblies, 
or celebrates her myftic rites, under this roof, 
(he (hall mention his name with delight, and 
often confecrate a tear to his memory. 

Permit me'farther, my brethren, to congra- 
tulate ydu on ^he fatisfatftion which every one 
of you mutt now feel, at having in any degree 
contributed to fo laudable a defign. Surely to 
be in any meafure inftrumental in removing 
forrow from the hearts of our fellow creatures 
— in fhielding the innocent from infult and op- 
' preffion — or in wiping the tear from the eye of 
mifery, cannot but upon refledlion, yield the 
xnoft folid delight. What can contribute more 
to our own enjoyment of ourfelves than to fee 
others made happy by our means ? The joy 
and fatisfa&ion are reciprocal. What we be- 
llow in charity well applied, we receive in felf- 

com- 

• Col. Carleton, late Provincial Grand Mafter of Canada. 
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complacency, and in the approbation of con- 
fcience, which pours upon the ioul the joy and 
radience of heaven ! 

Thus haft thou, great God of nature ! an- 
nexed the molt folid joy and happinefs to vir- 
tue, and ever clofely united our duty with our 
intereft. With one heart, and one accord, we 
now therefore lift up our eyes unto thee, thou 
fovereign difpofer of events, humbly imploring 
thy divine bleffing, and molt gracious affiftr 
ance, to fecond all our endeavours to alleviate 
the diftreffes of the indigent, and to difpenfe 
joy and happinefs to our fellow creatures. Oh! 
thou parent of goodnefs, make us truly fenfi- 
ble of the exalted pleafure of doing good, and 
let our labour of love be crowned with abun- 
dant fuccefs. To thee we look for afliftance 
and direction in all our undertakings ; and our 
fouls rejoice in thy dominion. 

“ Hail univerfal Lord , be bounteous Jlill 

“ To give us only good ” And — 

“ To thee whofe temple is all J pace , 

“ Whofe altar , earth ,fea, Jkies, 

... “ One chorus let all being raife 
. All nature's incenfe rife." 
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LIST of Regular Chapters of the Royal Arch, held 
under Conftitutions from the GRAND and ROYAL 
CHAPTER, with their Places and Times of 
Meeting. 

1 RESTORATION Lodge or Chap., of the Rcch and Fountain, 

^ Shiloh private and ocraiionai. 

2 Caledonian % Downing-flreet, Rofe and Crown id Friday. 

3 Friendi hip, Portimouth, George 4th Wednefdnv. 

4 Nativity, Burnly, Lancafhire, Thorn Inn 2d Sunday. 

5 Cana Lodge or Ck. oj the 1 ft Miracle , Coin, do. 

6 — — Manchefter. 

7 Unanimity or Lodge of htercourfe , Near Bury, Lancafhire, Swan 

with Two Necks, the lad day of Ocl. and tiie lad of every 
2d month following. 

8 Swanfea* 

g Charity , Briftol, Affembly Coffee-Houfe. 

10 Bengal. 

xi Kilwinning or Caledonian Lodge , this Chapter is a revival cf 

No. 2. 

12 Unity, Colchefter, Red Lion. 

13 Concord , Southampton, Guildhall. 

14 Liverpool, George K s Coffee-Houfe 1 ft Monday. 

15 Social Brethren , Calcutta. 

16 Emulation , King-ft. St. James’s, White Horfc, firftTuefday 

in Mar. June, Aug. and Dec. and every fifth Tuefday that 
may happen. 

17 Union, York. 

18 Royal Cumberland^ Strutton Ground* Weftr. Cooper’s Arms,, 

4th Friday. 

19 Unity, Quebec. 

20 Harmony , Salifbury, White Hart. 

21 Amity, Poole, Dorfet, Antelope. 

22 Durnovarian , Dorchefter, Royal Oak. 

23 Unity , Plymouth. 

24 St. Michael , Chefter, 

25 Univerfal Benevolence , Plymouth Dock, King’s Arms. 

26 Genoa. 

27 Fortitude, 1 ft Reg. Dragoon Guards Laft Thurfday. 

20 Royal Cumberland , Bath, Bear Inn 4th Monday. 

29 Rejolution, Exeter, Bear Inn Laft Wednefdav. 

3Q Friendfhip, Dartmouth, Private Room ift Monday. 

31 Science , Salifbury, Parade CofFce-HouCe 3d Friday. 

32 Bi itannia 
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32 Britannia , Whitby. 

33 Fortitude , Birmingham, Shakefpcar Tavern 2d Tuefday. 

34 — Weymouth, King’s Head. 

3.5 Minerva , Kingston upon Hull. 

36 Holy Mount Moriah, Chatham, Mitre. 

37 Philanthropic , Horflydown. 

3 3 Concord , Canterbury, King’s Head. 

39 Indiijlrions , Hull. 

40 Dovre, Chriftiania Norway. 

41 Prudence , Ipfwich, Green Man 2dWednefday. 

42 Leijra , Copenhagen. 

43 Rectitude , Booking, EfTex, White Hart 

44 Zz<5«* Hanover. 

45 Concord , Bolton Lc Moors, Lancafhire, Hope and Anchor, 

lalt Wednefday in Feb. May, Aug. and Nov. 

46 Harmony , Kingfton, Surry, Caftle occafional. 

47 Union, Bridgewater, Swan, 3d Monday. 

4.3 Prudence , Fleet-ftreet, Bell 3d Friday. 

49 Deptford 4th Thurfday. 

50 Prudence , Half Moon-ft. Piccadilly, Griffin ift Monday. 

51 Concord , ^Durham, Granby Lodge, a private Room, laft 

Thurfday in Jan. March, iClay, July, Sept, and Nov. 

52 Land 0/ Cakes , Eyemouth t 3d Tuefday. 

53 Goodwill , Braintree, EfTex, Bull Inn. 

' 54 Gibraltar , Gibraltar. 

55 Mount Sinai f Antigua. 
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OFFICERS of the GRAND LODGE of the ROYAL 
ARCH, A. L. 5792. A. D. 1788. 

Patrons of the Order, His Royal Highnels the D. of Cumberland* 
His mod Serene Highnefs Ferdinand Duke of Brunfwk k. 
His mod Serene Highnefs ChaTies Duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz, Germany. 

Grand Majlers, James Hefeltine t Efq. Mr. Benjamin Lancafter, 
the Rev. J. Frith, A. M. Z. H. J. 

Preftdent of the Council , Sir Peter Parker, Bart. 

Infpetlors General , and Comwijfioners of the Great Seal , James Gallo- 
way, Efq. John Brooks, Efq. James Hefeltine, Efq. John 
Allen, Efq. Infpedlors eiedtive only from P. G.M. Z. 

Correspondent General, James Hefeltine, Efq. 

Treafurer , Francis Conft, Efq. *> 

Taft Grand Mafters , Z. James Galloway, Efq. Thos. Dunckerleyt 
Efq. John Brooks, Efq. James Hefeltine, Efq. John 
Allen, Efq. Bartholomew Rufpini, Efq. Francis Conft. Elq. 
Sir Herbert Mackvvorth, Bart. 

$uperintendants of Provinces , Thomas Dunckerley, Efq. Brifrol, 
Devon, Dorfet, Ely, EfTex, Glocefter, Hants, Kent, So- 
nierfet, Suffolk, Surry, and Wilts. John Alien, Efq. 
Chelhire and Lancafhire. Sir Herbert Mack worth, Bart. 
South Wales. Richard Garland, Efq. Yorkfhire. The 
Hon. Bernt Anker, Denmark and Norway. Captain 
Auguftus Graefe, Germany. Sir John Johnfon, Bart. 
Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunfwick, St. John’s New- 
foundland. John Valentine Holft, Efq. for the United 
Dutchies of Livonia and Efthonia, and of the dominions 
of his Serene Hignefs the Duke of Courland. 

N. B. Superintendants mud be Paft Mafters Z. of fome 
Chapter. 

Paft Grand Mafters , H. Sir Peter Parker, Bart. Mr. James 
Neild. Mr. Thomas Martin. Lieutenant General Rains- 
ford. 
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Taft Grand Majlers , }. Thomas Prefton, Efq. Edw. Hill, E(q. 

Scribes, Mr. Samuel PInifted, Mr. Andrew De Hayes, Nof i* 
Crownftrect,. Weftminfter. ....... 

Recorder , The Rev. John Frith, A. M. 

Sojourners, Mr. Samuel Webbe. William Clephane, Efq. Mr* 
Thomas Caliendar* 

M after of the Ceremonies , Bartholomew Rufpini, Efq* 

Steward , Mr. Rowland Minns. . 

Chaplain, The Rev. Waring WiJIet, A. M. 

Organijl, Edmund Ayrton, Muf. Doc. 

Sword Bearer, John Paiba, Efq. 

Standard Bearer, Mr. Thomas Hartley. 

Janitors , Thomas Johnfon. Miles Gabriel* 

. All who belong to the Grand Chapter, fuperfede thofe of the 
lame nominal rank in any other Chapter* 
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